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OPEN DAILY ¢ 8am -7 pm

and prosperous New Year! 1
~ from all of us at IGA Madeira Park 5

HOLIDAY HOURS
Dec. 24: 8am -5 pm
Dec. 25: Closed
Dec. 26: 8 am -6 pm
Dec. 31: 8am-6 pm
Jan.1: 10am-5 pm
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More than 240
Life Histories
Dick BEAMISH AND
JEFF MARLIAVE

STRAIT OF GEORGIA

ESCH BURMTH & T WRLUAT

The most complete account of
the fishes of the Strait of Georgia,
by two of the world'’s leading fish
scientists. $80.00

Raincoast
Chronicles 25
mamata Goes
Fishing

ALAN HAlG-
BrowN

=R
HalG-8ROWHE

v
L .

This 25th edition of Raincoast
Chronicles intertwines Alan
Haig-Brown’s experiences of his
formative years as a deckhand on a
We Wai Kai seiner with the historical
and cultural context of BC'’s
commercial fishing industry. $24.95

Coastal
.~ Connections
A History of British

COASTAL
CONMECTIONS

E Ef.‘ 4" Award-winning

historian and photographer Derek

Columbia Ferries

DEREK HAYES

Hayes examines the long and
colourful history of ferries and ships
linking the BC coast. $50.00

The Teachings
of Mutton

A Coast Salish
Woolly Dog

Liz HAMMOND-
KAARREMAA WITH
COAST SALISH
CO-AUTHORS

The pelt of a dog named “Mutton”
languished in a museum drawer for
150 years until it was discovered by
an amateur archivist. This book tells
its story and explores the significance
of the now extinct Coast Salish
Woolly Dog. $36.95

and Passenger Ships

John Horgan

In His Own Words
JOHN HORGAN WITH
ROD MICKLEBURGH

This candid,

unvarnished memoir

of British Columbia’s most popular
premier reveals a legacy of enduring
value to Canadian politics and
culture. $38.95

KSOUND
BIKE A
SAILOR

The Book of Nautical
Expressions

R. BRUCE MACDONALD

An essential book for
boating enthusiasts
and language buffs alike, Sound Like
a Sailor is a windfall of fascinating
linguistic information. $24.95

The Canada
Handbook

ADRIAN RAESIDE

{:; ,_«','rmcf&
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5 Bestselling cartoonist

. Adrian Raeside delivers
a hilarious celebration

of Canada’s quirks, strengths, and

independent spirit. $22.95

. . di $o4.
Sound Like a Sailor to young audiences. $24.95

'}- The
B Inquisitive
:b*. o 4 | Raven
g o
vl RICHARD
P WAGAMESE

ILLUSTRATED BY BRIDGET GEORGE

Share in a raven'’s sense of wonder
as this gorgeous picture book
brings Richard Wagamese's wisdom

Emerson the
Elephant Seal

GINGER NGO

EMERSON

= A colourful,

& imagination-filled
picture book
based on the true
story of Emerson the elephant seal,
who decided to abandon his home
in the wilds for life in the bright city
lights of Victoria, BC. $24.95

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL BOOKSTORE
MORE INFORMATION:
WWW.HARBOURPUBLISHING.COM
WWW.DOUGLAS-MCINTYRE.COM

Page 2

Harbour Spiel



‘HARBOUR
SPIEL

The independent voice of Pender
Harbour & Egmont since 1990.

The Harbour Spiel is 100-per-cent locally
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Brian Lee
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Copies of the Harbour Spiel are mailed free to
1,375 homes between Egmont and Middlepoint
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at locations throughout the Sunshine Coast.
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North, up Sechelt Inlet, Nov. 9.
(Darlene Fowlie photo)
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community, by supporting them.
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January issue mails Dec. 30
Advertising bookings before Dec. 10

editorial

The perfect Christmas gift

p Brian Lee
IJ'
: Unless you’re one of

' those weirdo Christmas
fanatics who finish their gift shopping
by Halloween, chances are you’re still
on the lookout for ideas.

If you’re stuck, do what everyone
else does — give them a thing to carry
liquid in.

If you have a man, woman or
child in your life, you have been
exposed to the modern necessity of
water bottles.

According to StatsCan, 91 per
cent of all Canadian households have
at least one member who uses their
own refillable water bottle.

Their math supports the adage:

“You can never have too many
friends or adult sippy cups.”

The genius of this gift is that it
snuffs the anxiety of being unsure if
the recipient already has one.

They do.

And they want more.

London Drugs’ website displays
over 270 different bottles, making it
possible for any gift giver to match
the tastes of co-workers and in-laws
as easily as intimate partners.

I understand many of these ves-
sels excel at carrying liquor as well.

[ first became aware of the water
bottle phenomenon in university in
the early *90s when everyone walked
around in flannel with a Nalgene
bottle carabinered to their backpack.

Though water fountains were still
plentiful, the trend served as a fash-
ionable rejection of single use plastic.

I was reminded of it by an ironic
modern twist the other day when I
was putting away some dishes.

On the shelf designated for drink
containers, there was no room left to
stow the recently washed ones.

Despite our small household, we

have collected enough flasks to serve
a platoon.

There are fancy ones, metal ones,
ones to fit bike holders and ones with
measurements to mix athletic potions
of protein and electrolytes.

One was tall, yellow and phallic.

Others, like a bamboo-lidded
glass number, suggest a mood appro-
priate for yoga (plastic clogs chakras).

The shelf pays tribute to iconic
brands like Yeti, Thermos and Bright-
side Organics.

And, while still ridiculous,
our shelf is dwarfed by some of our
friends’ collections.

Right now, every hiker on Mt.
Daniel is hauling up a clumsy extra
pound of water just to have a sip at the
top.

On a short hike, does our per-
formance really suffer if we hydrate
before leaving the car?

Of course not.

Water bottles rarely fulfil a genu-
ine physiological need.

They are social media fashion
accessories.

Instagram is built on the triumph
of a glistening hiker taking a swig
from a handsome flask while silhout-
ted by a lofty panorama.

And, nothing gives away the fact
that someone is basic and low-born
like posting different Instagram out-
ings with the same water bottle.

Ewwww.

Don’t let that happen to your

loved ones this Christmas.
Page 3



: Christmas Marhet

Gormimiizaiity® Bzl

Saturday, Dec. 13
10am to 3pm

Community Hall, Madeira Park
Vendors, artisans, jewelry, white elephant
and bake sale, door prizes & silent auction.
Kitchen open all day (lunch $5)!

STAYCATION?

How abouta...

Moon Dance Vacation
7&@@/4/' ?e&/vp'/y - Renarntic

604.841.5805
www.moondance.travel

gk

?ér};

Ko

PENDER HARBOUR CHOIRQ

presénls

'KENNETH NORMAN JOHNSON
MUSIC DIRECTOR

SERAH STRANDBERG
PIANIST

DEC 13 DEC 15

SATURDAY - 2 PM MONDAY - 7PM
PENDER HARBOUR ST. HILDA'S ANGLICAN
SCHOOL OF MUSIC CHURCH, SECHELT

TICKETS $25 AVAILABLE FROM CHOIR MEMBERS,
EARTHFAIR STORE IN MADEIRA PARK, & AT THE DOOR
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PHCC CHRISTMAS MARKET: Saturday, Dec. 13, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Don’t miss the Pender Harbour Community Club’s Christmas extravagan-
za at the P. H. Community Hall with dozens of vendors and artisans and Santa’s
kitchen serving delicious refreshments (serving lunch all day for $5). There
will also be a white elephant sale, jewelry table, door prizes, silent auction and
more. Admission will be by donation at the door and all proceeds will support
the Pender Harbour Community Hall.

Contact Lesley at: sunshinevillabc@gmail.com or (604) 883-2992.

PENDER HARBOUR WINTER FESTIVAL: Saturday, Dec. 20, 3 to 9 p.m.

Come out to Millennium Park for the event of the season. There will be
kids’ crafts, food trucks, vendors, live music, mulled wine and carol ships!

Winterfest kicks off at 3 p.m. and the 61st annual Christmas boat parade
starts at 6:30 p.m. — all at the government dock in Madeira Park.

For the kids, Santa’s Workshop includes photos with Santa, toy making,
hot chocolate and cookie decorating. There will also be an artisans’ market,
licensed area for holiday spirits and mulled wine (bring your own mug), raffle
and a bonfire. Santa Claus himself arrives at 4 p.m. So, you know it’s going to
be off the hook.

Winterfest runs from 3 to 9 p.m. and entry is by donation at the entrance.

NEW YEARS EVE AT THE LEGION: Wednesday, Dec. 31, doors at 6 p.m,

Say good bye to 2025 and ring in 2026 with friends, a full belly and
smashing live music to dance to. The Royal Canadian Legion 112 will host a
roast beef dinner (with Yorkshire pudding), followed by a decadently fitting
tuxedo cake with live music by Raspberry Jam. Tickets are $70 (at the Legion
or e-transfer rcll12@telus.net).

photojournal

Marlene Cymbalist

Carole Logtenberg leads a spooky session of seniors’ chair yoga on Oct. 31 at the
Pender Harbour Community Hall.

Harbour Spiel



News

SCRD completes coastal flood mapping project

The water will continue to rise
and now we know where.

New information about local
flood hazards was recently released by
the Sunshine Coast Regional District
after completion of their “Coastal
Flood Mapping” project.

The SCRD partnered with the
town of Gibsons, district of Sechelt,
and Islands Trust to investigate the
impacts of sea level rise and coastal
flooding across the Sunshine Coast
and to help residents, governments
and other agencies prepare.

With over 500 kilometres of
coastline, flooding from sea level rise
and increased storm wave action is a
growing hazard facing the region.

The CFMP explored the chal-

lenges and risks for vulnerable areas
and how residents can become more
resilient to coastal flooding.

Fully funded through the Union
of BC Municipalities’ “disaster risk
reduction — climate adaptation pro-
gram,” the project provides the first
consistent, Coast-wide maps showing
where and how coastal flooding and
erosion could affect communities.

The maps (maps.scrd.ca/) iden-
tify areas at risk under various sea
level rise and storm scenarios and also
include detailed information about
minimum safe elevation for new
buildings and a coastal vulnerability
index showing which shorelines are
most exposed to erosion.

The project found that about

nine per cent of the Sunshine Coast’s
coastline was found to have high
vulnerability to erosion and seven per
cent of properties were found to have
flooding hazards at current sea levels.
The project also delivered practi-
cal recommendations for how local
governments can strengthen existing
development regulations to better
address coastal flooding hazards and
reduce risk for future construction.
These insights will be used to in-
form SCRD projects like official com-
munity plan renewals, development
permit area reviews, evacuation route
planning and parks management.
Though Sunshine Coast local

(continued next page)
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SCRD

According to the SCRD’s online mapping tool, these areas, Madeira Park (I) and Kleindale/Oyster Bay (r), represent two of the
most flood-vulnerable locations in Area A. The online digital tool maps.scrd.ca/ allows you to view properties and where they are
in relation to future high tide line scenarios. The mapping layers (under the ‘Environment’ menu) and will show four purple lines
along the coastal parts of the Sunshine Coast. The lightest purple line is the ‘current flood line’ and each progressively darker
line shows 0.5m, 1.0m and 2.0m projected sea level rise lines. The BC provincial government advises municialities to plan for
one metre of sea level rise by 2100 and two metres by 2200.

December 2025
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SCRD completes coastal flood mapping project (cont.)

(continued from p. 5)

governments already regulate devel-
opment in coastal areas, according to
the SCRD’s coastal flood mapping
project FAQ, the project identified five
key action areas for improvement:

* Prioritize coastal hazard devel-
opment permit areas updates;

* Mainstream coastal flood
adaptation, by linking and integrating
adaptation, mitigation, and resilience
across updated planning policy docu-
ments;

* Elevate coastal adaptation and
resilience in updated official commu-
nity plans by grounding updates in an
adaptive management approach that is

flexible and responsive as new infor-
mation emerges;

* Enhance awareness and educa-
tion within OCPs by sharing, illustrat-
ing, and explaining key concepts and
information, and

» Make consistent and clear poli-
cy — by seeking regionally consistent
development permit areas guidance
and definitions.

The online digital tool maps.scrd.
ca/ allows residents to view proper-
ties and where they are in relation to
forecast future high tide lines.

One way to imagine potential
impacts is to look at the king tide, an
exceptionally high tide that occurs

hazard DPAs.

FL00D CONSTRUCTION LEVELS (FCL)
BASED ON HIGH TIDE PLUS STORM SURGE
(ILLUSTRATIVE SKETCH - NOTTO SCALE)

WAVE EFFECTS
S GO SURGE FOR e
S DUSIGNATED FODD e s
SEA LEVEL RISE +/- '

LAND SUBSIDENCE OR UPLIFT 186

Planning for Sea Level Rise - Coastal Development Management

The SCRD, Town of Gibsons, District of Sechelt, and Islands Trust already manage coastal
development through land use planning (e.g., Official Community Plans, zoning) which establishes
where building can occur and how far back buildings need to be set back from the ocean.

Along the lower Sunshine Coast and throughout the Salish Sea most municipalities and regional
districts have updated their flood mapping and established coastal development permit areas
(DPAs). DPAs designate hazardous areas (e.g., floodplains, steep slopes) and environmentally
sensitive areas where a development permit is required to ensure the proposed development
meets the construction and development guidelines outlined in the DPA.

Coastal DPAs typically include Flood Construction Levels (FCLs) which mark the lowest elevation
that livable floor space can be constructed. Anything constructed below an FCL has the potential of
being impacted by coastal flooding. The Coastal Flood Mapping project will develop specific FCLs
for different areas along the lower Sunshine Coast that will be incorporated into updated coastal

NO HABITABLE FLOOR SPACE
Ok FRAMING SUPPORTING
HABITABLE FLOORS SHOULD B
(ONSTRUCTED BELOW THE fC

DESIGNATED FLOOD LEVEL, | METRE SEA LEVEL RISt

HTGH TIDE, 1 METRE SEA LEVEL RISE

HIGH TIDE, PRESENT DAY

MEAN SEA LEVEL (CANADIAN GEODETIC DATUM CGVD2E)

SCRD

A graphic from the SCRD’s ‘Coastal Flood Mapping Project: Project Primer’ showing
one application of coastal flood mapping data.
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when the gravitational forces of the
sun and moon align

King tides occur three or four
times a year during the winter months
and are 50 centimetres to one metre
higher than regular high tides.

According to the report, king tide
levels of today are expected to be the
regular high tide in 2050.

The mapping layers can be found
under the “Environment” menu,
Coastal Flood Mapping.

It will show four purple lines
along the coastal parts of the Sunshine
Coast.

The lightest purple line is the
“current flood line” and each of the
progressively darker lines indicate the
projected coastal flood plain line for
0.5-metre, 1.0-metre, and 2.0-metre
sea level rise scenarios.

The 0.5-metre inundation line
shows the earliest forecast for sea
level rise high waters.

Provincial guidelines are to pre-
pare for one metre of sea level rise by
2100 but some home owners may find
their properties show as flooded on
the 0.5 metre inundation map.

For homeowners whose proper-
ties fall below the flood risk lines,
there are ways to reduce potential
flood impacts in the coming decades.

The Green Shores program helps
landowners and construction profes-
sionals create more secure, nature-
based shorelines that resist erosion
and flooding while enhancing natural
beauty and property value.

A public workshop is being
planned for late 2025 in partnership
with Green Shores to explore nature-
based solutions for coastal resilience.

The maps and supporting re-
sources are available at letstalk.scrd.
ca/coastal-flooding and scrd.ca/cli-
mate.

Harbour Spiel
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Despite announcement, community gardens’ fate still unclear

The ongoing question about who
will maintain the Madeira Park Com-
munity Gardens seemed to have taken
a positive turn last month after the
Pender Harbour and Area Residents
Association announced that the gar-
dens will be maintained.

In addition to the main garden
area beside the P. H. Community Hall,
the gardens include that surrounding
the boat at Madeira Park’s highway
entrance, the garden at the entrance to
Madeira Park’s government wharf and
at the Gonzales Road turnaround.

In their November newsletter,
PHARA announced that the Pender
Harbour Community Club, owner of
the community hall property beside
the Madeira Park Elementary School
field, agreed to take over both mainte-
nance and fundraising for the gardens
on their property.

photojournal

PHARA made it clear that the
PHCC wouldn’t assume responsibil-
ity for them until after its major roof
replacement construction project is
completed, likely sometime in De-
cember of 2026.

Since that time, the PHCC has
waffled on that commitment.

In an email to the Harbour Spiel
Marlene Cymbalist, PHCC board
member, said that since the gardens
are on their property, it is likely they
will take over the gardens but they
can’t commit right now.

“Nothing has been decided yet,
said Cymbalist.

“We the community club are
busy trying to get the hall project
underway and we have not made a
decision on the gardens as of yet.”

PHARA also announced that Ron
Badley, owner of the Harbour Spirit

2

Chelsea Cotton

Though he won'’t be eligibile to join the P. H. Volunteer Fire Department until 2036,
five-year old Mason Cotton looks keen at the Halloween fireworks on Nov. 2.

The PHVFD is currently recruiting and anyone over the age of 16 can apply by
calling their administration office at (604) 883-9011 between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. on

Tuesdays and Thursdays.
December 2025

Centre, “has generously stepped up to
maintain the gardens beside his Har-
bour Spirit Centre, the triangle garden
at the entrance to the public wharf,
and the apple tree at the Gonzales
Road turnaround.”

Badley told the Harbour Spiel
that he has agreed to take on this re-
sponsibility and plans to fundraise to
help with the maintenance costs.

Badley said he is also in the
process of replacing the the Harbour
Spirit, the rotting wooden boat that
adorns the entrance to Madeira Park
with a boat donated by Sandy Hately.

The Harbour Spirit Il was the
late boatbuilder Barrie Farrell’s last
boat, previously named the True
North.

Not only will the fibreglass boat
hold up better than it’s wooden pre-
dessor, Farrell was a well-known BC
boat builder who started out in Pender
Harbour in the 1970s.

It’s estimated that there are over
600 boats carrying Farrell’s distinctive
design on the West Coast.

Combining superior, |
professional
workmanship and
honest, friendly
service with

1
1
1
1
1
: competitive rates!

Property Maintenance

A newly established exterior home and
yard maintenance company from

a third-generation Coast resident.

v Lawn mowing v Wood splitting &

v Weed control stacking
v/ Fertilizing v/ Evergreen/shrub
pruning

v Spring/fall cleanup
v/ Leaf blowing
v Gutter cleaning

v Hedge trimming
v/ Boat & watercraft

) winterizing
v/ Power washing / Fall bulb planting
v/ Exterior window / Odd jobs

cleaning
WCB Covered and fully insured

Allen Phillips — Owner/Operator
eavestoearth@gmail.com

604-740-5499



letters

PHARA pens letter to Eby regarding Aboriginal title uncertainty

The following letter (dated Oct.
14) from the Pender Harbour and
Area Residents’ Association was sent
to Premier Eby and cc’ed to a number
of political and industry leaders.

Dear Premier Eby,

On Aug. 7, 2025, the BC Su-
preme Court issued a landmark deci-
sion that raises profound issues for
BC'’s land title regime.

In Cowichan Tribes v. Canada,
the court held that the BC Land Title
Act does not give private property
owners certainty against Aboriginal

-HARBOUR

w RRIGATION

is under NEW ownership
operating as a division of
Vortex Blasting
and Breaking Ltd - Victor Sladey

VICTOR WELCOMES
NEW AND EXISTING CLIENTS
TO HIS FULL LINE OF SERVICES:

e |rrigation installations, repairs, maintenance,
seasonal start-up and winterizations.

e Waterline installations and repairs.

® Mini- to full-size machine excavation services.

Book your drip
irrigation system
upgrade to reduce
water consumption
and to conform with
SCRD summer watering
restrictions.

Protect yourself from
the hazards of a
changing climate
— call us about fire
guarding your house
and property.

Victor Sladey
604-741-1031
harbourirrigation@gmail.com
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title claims.

Your attorney general immedi-
ately stated:

“We disagree strongly with the
decision.

“British Columbia will be filing
an appeal...”

You yourself were reported to
have said, ... let me be clear: own-
ing private property with clear title
is key to borrowing for a mortgage,
economic certainty, and the real estate
market.”

Yet despite these words, your
government quietly went to court
several weeks later to seek a “consent
order” judicially affirming Haida Na-
tion Aboriginal title over private lands
on Haida Gwaii.

photojournal

It appears from media reports
that your intention in seeking that con-
sent court order was to prevent future
governments from ever repealing your
2024 law recognizing Aboriginal title
over private property on Haida Gwaii.

So how does one square these
positions?

Are you opposed to Aboriginal
title existing over private property?

Or are you in favour of it?

The judge in the Cowichan
Tribes case might have also been con-
fused by government’s inconsistent
position on these matters.

At paragraph 3564 she noted:

“B.C. submits that... Aboriginal
title and fee simple title conflict and
cannot coexist because both include

Lois Randle

‘This owl has been hanging around my yard at Whiskey Slough for a couple
of weeks,’ said Lois Randle of this barred owl (Strix varia). ‘He seems very
unconcerned and only curious about my presence and hangs around all day.’

Harbour Spiel
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the right to exclusive use and occu-
pancy.”

Yet at paragraph 2140, she
noted that the Haida law you passed,
“illustrate[s] how Aboriginal title and
fee simple can coexist as legal inter-
ests through a negotiated agreement.”

Why does this matter to us, and
the average British Columbian?

Because in summer 2024, you
publicly described the Haida deal as a
“template” for BC.

And around that same time, your
government signed an agreement to
negotiate Aboriginal title over the
Sunshine Coast (even though the deal
was kept secret from the public and
your own Sunshine Coast NDP candi-
date until well after the election).

So just like in the case of the
Land Act debacle, the residents of our
area now find themselves thrust into a
most unenviable position.

And while we may be the first
citizens (after Haida Gwaii) hav-
ing our private property rights and
Aboriginal title being negotiated in
secret — we highly doubt we will be
the last.

This is a matter of concern to
every private property owner, lender
and investor in British Columbia.

So, we urge you to immediately
pause all negotiations related to the
recognition of Aboriginal title (on the
Sunshine Coast or anywhere) until af-
ter the appeals in the Cowichan Tribes
case have run their course.

And we ask for your clear, im-
mediate and unequivocal commitment
that you will do so.

PHARA board

(Peter Robson, Suzanne Yuile,

Sage Robson, David Blaiklock, Bob
Baker, Bill Charlton, Peter Jones,
Eliza Kinley, Sean McAllister, Brent
Mulhall and Scott Topham)

December 2025

photojourna
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P. H. Volunteer Fire Department

Monty Rolston and the Pender Harbour Volunteer Fire Department celebrated his
50 years of service with the department on Nov. 5. What do you get after 50 years
of dedicated service? A 50 year cake, a framed letter from BC’s fire commissioner...
and the gratitude of an entire community. Congratulations, Monty.

Page 9



Discover Your New Home at

Campbell House

Now Open for Rent!

Welcome to Campbell House, a warm and inviting senior living community in the heart of
beautiful Madeira Park. Starting at just $1,450/month, our brand-new residences are designed
for seniors with your comfort, independence, and joy in mind.

Why Choose Campbell House?

Cozy & Modern Living: Enjoy one of our 14 spacious apartments, each with stunning views and
senior-friendly amenities tailored for ease and relaxation.

Vibrant Lifestyle: Stay active and connected with a variety of local events, social gatherings, and
activities in Madeira Park's welcoming community.

Caring Support: Local community care services ensure you feel supported while living life on your terms.

Places to Unwind & Connect: Stroll through our serene gardens, explore scenic walking trails, get
creative in our workshop, or relax in our cozy social lounges—perfect for making new friends or
enjoying quiet moments.

Come See for Yourself!
We invite you to tour Campbell
House and discover the perfect
place to embrace a fulfilling,
worry-free lifestyle. Whether
you're ready to simplify, stay
active, or build new friendships,
we're here to make it happen.

Schedule Your

Visit Today!

Contact us at
info@campbell-house.org to
book a tour, Monday through
Friday, 9am to 12pm, or join us
for our weekend open houses.

Pender Harbour Seniors
Housing Society

We can't wait to welcome you Campbe” H ouse ESPAN!
home to Campbell House, a BC Lilv Lak S NI
Housing financed project. iy r.anre

a BC HOUSING

www.campbell-house.org
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Rothenbush: Kicks to the Harbour Spiel!

Editor,

Kicks to Harbour Spiel!

And before I elaborate, let me
make one thing clear.

This is not about “instant gratifi-
cation.”

It’s about the fact that ’'m an old
man with a bad heart; when I go to

bed in the evening, I’'m never sure I’'m
going to wake up in the morning.

So, when I see a good story in the
paper that’s “continued tomorrow,” |
get more than a little bit upset.

But when [ see a REALLY good
story, like the one about the Duval
brothers and find it to be continued
“next month,” I’'m apoplectic!

Frankly, not getting to read the
second half of the story is almost a
self-fulfilling prophescy, I get so red
in the face.

All T can say is, I better still be
around to read the second half.

Because if I’m not, you better
hope there’s no such thing as ghosts.

Alan Rothenbush

‘The most brilliant Harbour Spiel trivia question ever’

Editor,

I would like to congratulate the
editor on question No. 6 in Novem-
ber’s Spiel.

My spouse and I moved to the
Harbour nine years ago, so every
month we compete to see who quali-
fies as a “local” as per the high stan-
dards set by the trivia questions.

photojournal

So, the wife looks at question
No. 6 and says, “What kind of god-
damned question is that?”

I looked at, “What time did the
main hatchway give in?” and imme-
diately could hear Gordy Lightfoot
singing.

“When suppertime came, the old
cook came on deck sayin’ ‘Fellas, it’s
too rough to feed ya.’

Brian Lee

This soggy truck was hauled out of Garden Bay lake after leaving the road on the
morning of Oct. 12. The lone occupant was reportedly uninjured.

December 2025

“At seven p.m., a main hatchway
caved in, he said, ‘Fellas, it’s been
good to know ya.””

I am happy to report that I have
once more attained the status of “lo-
cal,” while my loyal, but decidedly
competitive wife, has to make do with
the reduced status of “newbie.”

This is also a very helpful turn of
events, for me, in the age old argu-
ment amongst couples about who is
cognitively with it and who ain’t.

Thanks for a great question!

Gavin Showler

Service of most makes
Bottom painting
40-tonne marine ways
Trailer haul-out to 30 ft
International Paints
Marine charts
Fishing tackle
Dry storage
Well-stocked marine store

(604) 883-2266

madeiramarine@telus.net
12930 Madeira Park Rd.

HOMNIMN YVOLYO
MERCURY MARNE PENTA
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the lee side

"Tis the season: Watch the roads

Leonard Lee
Area A director, SCRD

| J| MOSSY ROCK
Vi g3 HOSPICE
e ':':/_ 5 The Sunshine
r ‘ TJd 2 ‘ Coast Hospice Soci.ety
surprised the Sunshine
Coast Regional Hospital District and
SCRD directors with news that we
may have a hospice by early 2027.

Last year with the Vancouver
Hospital District, the SCHS acquired a
1.48-acre Mossy Rock Road, Roberts
Creek, property, now being renovated
into eight, purpose-designed suites for
live-in palliative care.

It would allow patients to spend
their final days there instead of Sech-
elt Hospital, freeing up hospital beds
for life-saving treatment.

Of the $7.4 million project

cost, VCH committed $3.32 million
and community groups raised $2.45
million, leaving a shortfall of $1.63
million and a request to the SCRHD
for a contribution of $1.5 million, 20
per cent of the capital cost, towards
completion of the project.

The SCRHD would have to re-
quest provincial approval to contribute
to this non-hospital facility, and the
board will consider options at the Jan.
15 meeting.

The SCRHD is governed by the
Hospital District Act and, although a
separate corporation from the SCRD,
it has the same board members.

It provides tax-based funding to
VCH for Sechelt Hospital and Totem
Lodge, including about 40 per cent
from local taxpayers, costing us about
$7.34 per $100,000 of assessed value.

The SCHS offers support for

Sunshine Coast residents facing a
terminal illness, and for those who
love them, by providing grief support,
volunteer training, and workshops and
resources about end-of-life planning
and services.

ARCHEOLOGICAL
ASSESSMENTS

The entire Sunshine Coast is a
potential archeological site protected
by the BC Heritage Conservation
Act, which makes it illegal to disturb
ground without a permit.

Archeological sites and artifacts
provide valuable Indigenous historical
and cultural information, so locations
must be assessed to determine wheth-
er ground disturbance might destroy
or compromise them.

Before breaking ground, the
landowner or developer must meet all

Sunshine Coast Regional District

www.scrd.ca info@scrd.ca

Egmont / Pender Harbour

Area A Director Leonard Lee
leonard.lee@scrd.ca

604-212-0406

Board and Committee Meetings

Electoral Area Services
Committee
December 18 at 9:30 a.m.

Zoom and YouTube
links are available on
the agenda page of the
SCRD website at
www.scrd.ca/agendas.

Budget Committee (Round 1)
December 1 and 2 at 9:30 a.m.

Committee of the Whole
December 11 at 9:30 a m.

Regular Board
December 11 at 1:00 p.m.

HOLIDAY TRANSFER STATION HOURS OF OPERATION
Saturday, December 20 OPEN (9:00 am- 5:00 pm)

Sunday, December 21 CLOSED Regular Closure Day
Monday, December 22 OPEN (9:00 am- 5:00 pm)

Tuesday, December 23 CLOSED Regular Closure Day
Wednesday, December 24 EARLY CLOSURE AT 3:30 pm
Thursday, December 25 CHRISTMAS DAY CLOSED

Board and Board Committee meetings are held in
person in the Sunshine Coast Regional District
Boardroom at 1975 Field Road, Sechelt, BC, online via
Zoom, and live-streamed to the SCRD YouTube channel.

SAVE ON SNOW FUN AT DAKOTA RIDGE

Get 10% off your Dakota Ridge season pass before
December 12! Enjoy unlimited skiing and snowshoeing all
winter long. Buy online at www.scrd.ca/Dakota-Ridge or in
person at the Gibsons and Area Community Centre or
Sechelt Aquatic Centre.

Page 12

Friday, December 26 BOXING DAY CLOSED

Saturday, December 27 OPEN (9:00 am- 5:00 pm)
Sunday, December 28, 2025. CLOSED

Monday, December 29, 2025. OPEN (9:00 am- 5:00 pm)

Tuesday, December 30, 2025. NEW YEARS EVE CLOSED
Wednesday, December 31, 2025. NEW YEARS DAY CLOSED

Thursday, January 1, 2026. OPEN (9:00 am- 5:00 pm)
Friday, January 2, 2026. OPEN (9:00 am- 5:00 pm)

No loads accepted after 4:50 p.m.

More information here: www.scrd.ca/transfer-station

Harbour Spiel
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HCA requirements, including permits
and payment, to begin work.

Costs depend on the level of site
assessments required, measures taken
before, during or after the completion
of work, the location and currently
available data.

HERITAGE CONSERVATION ACT
CHANGES

The province has proposed
changes to the HCA, suggesting
revamped permitting will reduce wait
times, improve transparency, increase
protection of Indigenous heritage,
strengthen First Nations’ heritage-
management role and ensure quicker
disaster recovery.

A reform of BC’s archeological
bureaucracy could ensure consis-
tency, transparency and efficiency, and
remove practices that undermine both
heritage protection and project com-
pletion — if the province integrates
changes proposed by local govern-
ments.

But the devil in the details makes
many skeptical it will happen as
touted.

HCA permits are issued only to
registered consultants on behalf of ap-
plicants, often causing lengthy delays
and increased costs, so we request that
permits be issued directly and include
a list of qualified archeologists avail-
able to conduct assessments.

We need clarity on our vaguely
defined role, we want the new HCA
framework integrated with the Lo-
cal Government Act, and we want to
partner with First Nations to develop
a mapping and information system for
accurate archeological information.

We respect Indigenous data sov-
ereignty, but local governments must
be granted information access to fulfil
their permitting responsibilities.

Necessary, early engagement

with First Nations often suffers a lack
December 2025

of timely decisions, a lack of clarity,
inconsistent processes and overlap-
ping jurisdictional claims.

We support replacing today’s
three-permit structure to a single per-
mit, but only if it reduces, not shifts,
complexity and we recommend that
agreements affecting land use be reg-
istered on land titles.

For more information about the
proposed Heritage Conservation Act
changes, see the Nov. 13 SCRD Board
agenda at www.scrd.ca.

'TIS THE SEASON

Winter, and hazardous driving
conditions, will likely be with us until
March but winter tires, although rec-
ommended on the Sunshine Coast, are
not mandatory.

Winter brings increased requests
for filling potholes, repairing damaged
roadbeds, clearing culverts and de-
mands for snow removal.

The Ministry of Transportation
and Transit contracts Capilano High-
way Services to look after our roads,
and snow removal is prioritized by
traffic.

Class B roads, Hwy. 101 and
Madeira Park Road, are Capilano’s
priority; they cannot have over six
centimetres of snow in travelling
lanes, accumulations must be removed
every two hours and lanes must be
bare within 36 hours.

Class C roads, Egmont, Garden
Bay, Francis Peninsula, and Irvine’s

Landing Roads, cannot have over 10
centimetres of snow, accumulations
must be removed every six hours and
lanes must be bare within 48 hours.

Class D and Class E roads, e.g.
Panorama, Bear Bay, Warnock, Du-
bois, don’t require attention unless
snowfall exceeds 25 centimetres, and
we have no Class A highways on the
Sunshine Coast.

Capilano workers maintain our
roads well, usually exceeding their
contract terms, but circumstances be-
yond their control can prevent it.

If you feel that escalation is re-
quired, call MOTT (604) 527-2221 or
Capilano Highways (604) 983-2411).

?RAW&IEE"& F@E"& @&ll.@

Two owner vessel (‘1985) W/éBD1 turbo charged
Isuzu diesel (3,100hrs) - 26X18 3 blade prop.
Large rudder - New batteries -

1100 liters diesel (full) -

Fiberglass fuel tanks « Fresh waterflush + Rocna

anchor (300 ft chain) + Swim ladder + Autopilot

Beautiful stainless rails, great walk-around,

spacious interior and assumable 40 ft. slip at
Gibsons Marina (with marina approval)!

$65,000

Selling due to health issues

778-317-3396 ticman10@gmail.com

Solar panels

150 gallons fresh water

* EXCAVATION

O{KER
ENTERPRISES

trucking & excavating
 GRAVEL & TOPSOIL DELIVERY

* PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT
* SEPTIC SYSTEMS

The equipment and the manpower to get the job done

604.883.2154

kerentinc@

mail.com
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what's happening this christmas?

PENDER HARBOUR MUSIC SOCIETY PRESENTS
COMPANY B JAZZ BAND
Sunday, Dec. 7 at 2 p.m.

Get your tickets for “Festive Swing, A Holiday Con-
cert” at the Pender Harbour School of Music compliments
of Company B Jazz Band, one of Canada’s foremost vintage
jazz ensembles. Featuring a harmonizing vocal trio, this
concert promises vintage harmonies and infectious energy
accompanied by a stellar thythm section that will take you
back to the dance halls of the swing era and Roaring ’20s
with a performance that radiates joy and nostalgia. Cele-
brate the season with toe-tapping fun and irresistible swing.
Tickets are $30 at penderharbourmusic.ca/concert-tickets/ .

PENDER HARBOUR COMMUNITY

CHRISTMAS DINNER

Sunday, Dec. 7 at 3:30 p.m. (crafts)/5:30 p.m. (dinner)
At the Pender Harbour Community Hall. Santa will

be there to visit the kids, arts and crafts will be available

— all before a delicious dinner. Doors open at 3:30 p.m.

when the kids’ crafts begin and dinner is served at 5:30

p.m. Food bank or dessert donations accepted.

¢ Zve Celebration

§ Uew Yea

at the Wadewa Park Jegion 9

%’ Dlﬂllfi' Dﬁll((‘

PENDER HARBOUR WOMEN’S CONNECTION
‘WINTER EXTRAVAGANZA’
Tuesday, Dec. 9, doors at 11:30 a.m.

The Pender Harbour Women’s Connection’s “Winter
Extravaganza” will be held Dec. 9 at the Madeira Park
Legion. It opens at 11:30 a.m. with a full seasonal lunch
including dessert, tea and coffee served at 12 noon. Hot
Java, an eight-woman vocal ensemble, along with its
musical accompanist, will present a sparkling performance
that is sure to warm hearts on a cool winter’s day. Tickets
must be purchased by Dec. 3. Contact any Women’s Con-
nection council member or Helga at (604) 883-0566 or
Karen at (604) 883-0604 (leave your name and number of
tickets required). Tickets are $40 and include gratuities.

HARBOURSIDE FRIENDSHIPS CHRISTMAS

LUNCHEON AND PENDER HARBOUR

CHOIR PERFORMANCE

Thursday, Dec. 11 at 10:30 a.m. (lunch served at noon)
Organized by the Pender Harbour Seniors Initiative,

Harbour Side Friendships hosts a $10 Christmas turkey

luncheon for seniors at the Pender Harbour Community

N o .
RA PARK 2 ¢ ﬂ
2nd Annual

New Year's Day

Pajama Party %
\ Thurday Januarg 1@

x_(”

Feafuring an
Extensive Breakfast
Bruch Buffeft
includes a
Mimosa or Caesar A

<
e I~ Legion®®
- 'y“'ﬁ 12829 Madeira Park Road Branch #11

Harbour Spiel



Hall on Dec. 11. Lunch will include a performance by the
Pender Harbour Choir. Tickets ($10) will be sold ahead of
time to plan for attendance.

COMMUNITY HALL CHRISTMAS MARKET
Saturday, Dec. 13 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Don’t miss the Pender Harbour Community Club’s
crafts, baking and artisan extravaganza at the P. H. Com-
munity Hall with dozens of vendors and artisans and
Santa’s kitchen serving delicious refreshments (serving
lunch all day for $5). There will also be a white elephant
sale, jewelry table, door prizes, silent auction and more.
Admission will be by donation at the door and all proceeds
will support the Pender Harbour Community Hall.

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION 112 HAM, TURKEY,
XMAS BASKET AND PIE AUCTION MEAT DRAW
Saturday, Dec. 13 at 3 p.m.

If you like to yell “Yee-haw” at the meat draw, this
is the biggest of the year. The Royal Canadian Legion No.
112 presents its annual Christmas fundraiser — a ham and
turkey meat draw that also includes a basket and pie auc-
tion. It’s your best bet to load up on meat (and good cheer)
before the holidays. Don’t miss the early bird draws starting
at 3 p.m. with the main draw at 3:30 p.m.

SARAH WRAY HALL CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, Dec. 13,11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Come out to the Sarah Wray Hall for a two-day
Christmas open house featuring unique, heritage-inspired
gifts and a variety of authentic, local, one-of-a-kind local
items. Visit www.penderharbourheritage.ca/shop.html to
view some the available items. All proceeds support proj-
ects of the Pender Harbour Living Heritage Society.

PENDER HARBOUR CHOIR PRESENTS
‘WINTER’S LIGHT’
Saturday, Dec. 13, 2 p.m.

Join the Pender Harbour Choir as they showcase
new music and old to celebrate the festive year-end. The
choir will perform “Winter’s Light” at the Pender Harbour
School of Music on Dec. 13 with musical director Ken
Johnson and accompanied by pianist Serah Strandberg.

Tickets are $25 and are available at the Earthfair
Store, from choir members and at the door. The choir will
also perform at the St. Hilda’s Church in Sechelt on Mon-
day, Dec. 15 at 7 p.m.

(continued next page)
December 2025

OREILLY

}Y" REAL ESTATE GROUP

-de

Scarlet Osborne
604.329.7877

Realtor

IO
ROYAL LEPAGE
T

Sussex

Joel O'Reilly
604.741.1837

Personal Real Estate Corporation

“We have the tools to market your home and we are willing to
invest the time, the money and the resources to do so.”

Esplanade waterfront mid-century
inspired modem masterpiece.

Madeira Park $1,495,000

Immaculate waterfront townhome with
moorage opportunities.

Garden Bay $1,095,000

5+ waterfront acres, bordering Francis
Point Marine Park.

Madeira Park $1,250,000

Aldermont Estates - An exclusive
community of boutique acreages.

Garden Bay $399k - $569k

Waterfront home with exclusive use of
80 deep water moorage.

$1,680,000

Sprawling rancher, 6+ level acres,
workshop & greenhouse.

Madeira Park  $1,275,000 Garden Bay

Ocean view home with moorage
opportunities.

Garden Bay

Low-bank waterfront home w/ 50
boathouse & 52’ dock

Madeira Park  $1,545,000 $1,150,000

To view all of our listings, visit www.oreillyrealestate.ca
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what's happening this christmas?

(continued from p. 15)

PENDER HARBOUR LIBRARY FUNDRAISER:
PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA!
Thursday, Dec. 18, Time - TBA

Come down to Mad Park Art (near the post office) to
take part in a Christmas fundraiser for the Pender Harbour
Library. Receive a digital portrait of Santa and your pet by
a professional photographer ($20 min. donation). Follow
Pender Harbour Library on Facebook for updates

HAM/ TURKE / Y/ XMAS BASKET-& PIEAUCTION

|

*Extra qus/turkeys donated

SATURDAY DE

Earlylbird draws atsy
Mainidraw ct\\r Jeins
Kitchen open ‘\.. :

ROYAL CANADIAN lEGI10I\.' #112 .

(604) 883-2235 - 12829 LILLIES LAKE ROAD

L . q
oy’ 2

.‘: : "i'i: ”

Festive Swing-A Holiday Concert
Sunday - December 7, 2025 - 2pm

h

Tickets $3 O « See the full concert series lineup at penderharbourmusic.ca

Buy tickets online at PenderHarbourMusic.ca/concert-tickets
or at Harbour Insurance in Madeira Park and Sechelt Visitor Centre. All concerts
are held at the School of Music, 12956 Madeira Park Rd., Madeira Park.

Follow us on () @penderharbourmusic @) @penderharbourmusicsociety

Bel o G CSEEATVE | Al | ARFURE™ pelivet @7 Canadi
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EGMONT CHRISTMAS POTLUCK DINNER
Friday, Dec. 19 at 6 p.m.

A community dinner at the Egmont Community Hall.
People from out of town with kids under 13 should bring a
wrapped gift so Santa can hand it to their child.

PENDER HARBOUR WINTER FESTIVAL
Saturday, Dec. 20 from 3 to 9 p.m.

Come out to Millennium Park for the event of the
season. There will be kids’ crafts, food trucks, vendors,
live music, mulled wine and carol ships!

Winterfest kicks off at 3 p.m. and the Christmas boat
parade starts at 6:30 p.m. — all at the government dock in
Madeira Park.

For the kids, Santa’s Workshop includes photos with
Santa, toy making, hot chocolate and cookie decorating.
There will also be an artisans’ market, licensed area for
holiday spirits and mulled wine (bring your own mug),
raffle and a bonfire. Santa Claus himself arrives at 4 p.m.
So, you know it’s going to be off the hook.

Winterfest runs from 3 to 9 p.m. and entry is by dona-
tion at the entrance.

61ST P. H. CHRISTMAS BOAT PARADE
Saturday, Dec. 20 from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Continuing the 61-year tradition set by the late Wilma
and Bill Thompson, the parade of lit boats, carolers and
pipers gets underway at 6:30 p.m., leaving from Winterfest
at the Madeira Park wharf. Boaters should meet off the
government dock at 6 p.m. Participating boats should be
decorated with Christmas lights. For more details: Charlie
Park at (604) 883-0453.

NEW YEARS EVE AT THE LEGION
Wednesday, Dec. 31, Doors at 6 p.m, Dinner at 7 p.m.
Ring in 2026 with friends, a full belly and smashing
live music to dance to. The Royal Canadian Legion 112
will host a roast beef dinner (with Yorkshire pudding), fol-
lowed by a decadently fitting tuxedo cake with live music
by Raspberry Jam. Tickets are $70 (at the Legion or e-
transfer rcll12@telus.net).

2ND ANNUAL NEW YEAR’S DAY PYJAMA PARTY
Thursday, Jan. 1, 11 a.m.

Shake off the night before in your PJs with buffet
brunch and a mimosa or a caesar at the Madeira Park Le-
gion for only $25. No prizes have been announced for the

“naughtiest nightie,” but if you’ve got it, flaunt it.
Harbour Spiel



SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY

SATURDAY

12 COMMUNITY HALL
7 8 9 10 " 13 CHRISTMAS MARKET
RCL 112 XMAS MEAT DRAW
PHMS PRESENTS THE SARAH WRAY HALL
COMPANY B JAZZ BAND CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE
P. H. COMMUNITY P.H. WOMEN'S CONNECTION HARBOURSIDE FRIENDSHIPS P. H. CHOIR PRESENTS
CHRISTMAS DINNER "WINTER EXTRAVAGANZA' CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON "WINTER'S LIGHT"
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
PENDER HARBOUR
WINTER FESTIVAL
P. H. LIBRARY FUNDRAISER: EGMONT CHRISTMAS 61ST P. H. CHRISTMAS
PET PHOTOS WITH SANTA! POTLUCK DINNER BOAT PARADE
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
SANTA!
28 29 30 31 1
NEW YEARS EVE NEW YEAR'S DAY PYJAMA
AT THE LEGION PARTY @ THE LEGION

Festive Community Events

December 2025

pment SocietyrSS

$225 to sponsor a tree
+$50 for us to happily decorate it for you!
Email lightmadeirapark@gmail.com

\RBOUR COMMUNITY ¢
#.pERHARD ¢

237

LUB ~
B LELEBR»{‘T
o

x

3:00 — 9:00 pm

Bonfire ¢s Carol Ships | Santa es Kids’ Craffs | Live Music

Food Trucks ¢ Vendors| Mulled Wine | Games ¢ Prizes
ENTRY BY DONATION
*In the event of extreme weather, Winterfest will move

to the Pender Harbour Community Hall, 12905 Madeira Park Rd
All children must be accompanied by an adult.

For info & event day schedule, please visit www.penderharbourcommunity.club




business directory

Look here first.

The Harbour Spiel Business Directory has long been your best bet for sourcing services

from trusted community members.

SUNSHINE
COAST
HOMES.COM

L8

DAVE MILLIGAN

DAVE@SUNSHINECOASTHOMES.COM

RE/MAX

WAL GCE AW AL EY

ki

604.741.7373

20 years experience selling Pender Harbour!

REPORT A WILDLIFE VIOLATION

MARINE NON-MARINE
VIOLATIONS VIOLATIONS
1-877-952-RAPP (7277)

1-800-465-4336

One way you can help protect the environment, fish
and wildlife is to stop violations before they happen.
If you see an offence, think ORR:

OBSERVE RECORD

PacificRamps

® Parts e Sales e Water Treatment e Filtration
e Jet Pumps e Deep Well Submersibles e Septic Pumps

REPORT

Unit D - 5588 Inlet Avenue * Box 459, Sechelt
604.885.PUMP (7867)

www.pacificoumps.ca ¢ service@pacificoumps.ca

>

ACCOMMODATION
* Pender Harbour Resort and Marina............... (604) 883-2424
* Sunshine Villa B&B...........cccooerviinirninn. (604) 883-2992

ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING
* Crowe MacKay LLP.........cccccoeevvvriiiiine, (604) 697-9271

AUTO REPAIRS & SERVICE
* Kleindale SUppIY.......ccovveerrnieernceines (604) 883-2616

BACKHOE

* Glenn’s Backhoe Services..........cccccovvivinnnne. (604) 883-2840
BLASTING

+ \Vortex Blasting and Breaking...............cc.c...... (604) 741-1031
BUILDING SUPPLIES

* Coast Builders RONA Madeira Park............... (604) 883-9551

* Coast Builders RONA Sechelt........................ (604) 885-5818

* Gibsons Building Supplies.........c.ccccevriienenen. (604) 885-7121

These folks will take care of you.

HARBOUR SPIEL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
To list your business, call 604.883.0770

Mention you found them in the

or email brian@harbourspiel.com

Page 18
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business directory

* Harbour Pizza..........cccocoeveviecericceeeee, (604) 883-2543

* Triple B’s Burger Stand...........ccccocvvevncinennen. (604) 883-9655
DOCK & RAMP CONSTRUCTION

* Garden Bay Marine Services.............cccovueee. (604) 883-2722

* Remote Marine Solutions Inc..............ccce..... (604) 223-8579
DOORS AND GATES

* Malaspina Door And Gate .......cccccccevvivinnee, (604) 590-4300

ELECTRICIANS

¢ LA EIBCHIC. ..o (604) 883-9188
* Reid EIECHrC......c.ovecceccs (604) 883-9309

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
+ S.C. Credit Union, Pender Harbour................ (604) 740-2662

REID ELECTRIC

RO
L__\n:_\\}.‘\mii%}
A

Residential and
Renovation Specialist

BILL REID

reg. #7598

Telephone 883-9309
Cell phone 885-8200

December 2025

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
* Andrew Curtiss Contracting...........cccoveeevinenes (604) 740-7775

GENERAL STORE

* Bathgate Grocery Store, Marina & Fuel......... (604) 883-2222
www.bathgateresort.com

*+ Oak Tree Market.........ccococvenencncnes (604) 883-2411
HARDWARE

* Coast Builders RONA............ccccoovrneinienne. (604) 883-9551
HOT TUBS

* SunCoast Waterworks............cccocercrrcenincene (604) 885-6127

LAWYER

* Coastal Law Corporation.............ccccerererienenee (604) 885-5831
MARINE SERVICES

* Desolation Dive Services Ltd............ccccvvevenee. (778) 678-0929

OUR SERVICES

“ Pressure Washing

« Yard Cleanup & Lawn Care

¥ Wood Splitting & Stacking

* Vacation Home Maintenance
* Rubbish & Recycling Removal
« BV Wash & Wax

¥ and more

604-229-0829

sunshinecoastmalntenance.ca

P




business directory

MOORAGE
* Pender Harbour Resort and Marina............... (604) 883-2424
PEST CONTROL
* VIP Pest Control Ltd.........ccoovveninniinniineneee. (604) 537-4715
PROPANE
* Superior Propane............coocevniennicenininns (877) 873-7467
* Tyee Pacific Marine Operations.................... (778) 833-0446
* Coastal BC Property Maintenance................. (604) 399-8928
* Eaves to Earth Property Maintenance............ (604) 740-5499
* Sunshine Coast Maintenance.............cc...c..... (604) 229-0829

REAL ESTATE

* Julie Beckett PREC, Sotheby’s Realty........... (604) 740-2164
* Mary Mackay PREC, Re/Max...........ccccoceuune (604) 399-9936
* Dave Milligan, Re/Max Oceanview Realty......(604) 741-7373
+ Joel O'Reilly PREC, Royal LePage Sussex...(604) 741-1837

RECYCLING

* Green Recycling in Pender Society................ (604) 883-1165
www.penderrecycling.ca

SEPTIC SERVICES

* AAA Peninsula Septic Tank Pumping Service...(604) 885-7710
* SunCoast Waterworks.............ccccvvvvrereirenennn. (604) 885-6127

STORAGE
* Squirrel Storage.......ceevvvveveeiieeecceeee (604) 741-7665

TREE SERVICE
* Pender Harbour Tree Service............ccoouueunee. (604) 989-3624

TRUCKING SERVICES
* KER ENterprises.........cocvveinnieenniciinnnns (604) 883-2154

<

VETERINARIAN
*» Madeira Park Veterinary Hospital Ltd............. (604) 883-2488

Madeira Park

VETERINARY HOSPITAL

Dr. Eliza McCarthy, DVM

604.883.2488

Full service veterinary medicine in Pender Harbour

Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday & Friday: Medlicine « Dentistry « Surgery - Laboratory « X-ray
Madeira Landing #1017 - 12890 Madeira Park Road

9
am to 5pm www. madeiraparkvethospital.com

e Hot Tubs
e Pools
e Saunas

e Wells
e Water Purification
* Sewage Pumps

suncoastwaterworks@dccnet.com

Page 20

Harbour Spiel



business directory BUTCHER

PRODUCE
SEAFOOD

W =

GROCERY
WATER PUMPS

« Pacific Pumps and Water Systems................. (604) 885-7867
W /M Custom countertops
00 000000000 00000000000OC0OCBOCGOCGFOIONOGNONONONONOINOS QUNSHINECGAST andmore
: D) atwholesale prices!
WATER TREATMENT, PURIFICATION/WELLS Lol ThLE e P
« Pacific Pumps and Water Systems................. (604) 885-7867 * GRANITE ¢ QUARTZ «MARBLE o TILE
* SunCoast Waterworks............c.cooeerniernenines (604) 885-6127

Tyler Forsyth 604-989-6653

www.scstoneworks.ca info@scstoneworks.ca

AAA PENINSUILA
SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

Serving the Entire ¢ -»4 =~ 9835 Mackenzie Road
Sunshine Coast Halfmoon Bay, BC
For over 50 Years! \ 22 VON 1Y2

""1:

<PONDER>

HARBOUR INSURANCE

AGENCIES LTD.

“Navigating Better Insurance Solutions”

Commercial « Bonds ¢ Auto
Residential « Watercraft
Contractors Equipment

#206 — 12808 Madeira Park Road
604-883-2794 + info@harbourins.ca

¢ LA Electvical Contractors Lto.

604-883-9188

RESIDENTIAL
COMMERCIAL

INDVSTRIAL
Professional, courteous service
Larry Anderson

Contractor Reg #15612
TSBC #LEL0015612

Email: laelectric@telus.net Website: la-electric.ca

\. 12749 Warnock Rd. Madeira Park, BC VON 2H1 /
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PENDER HARBOUR

HEALTH
CENTRE

NURSING SERVICES: (604) 883-2764

RNs are on duty 8 a.m. — 4 p.m. weekdays
+ Blood tests « ECGs «Injections «Blood pressure
« Home/Palliative care « Dressings + Holter Monitors

VCH PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE: (604) 741-2549
Catriona Hardwick, BN, RN

Monday — Thursday, 8:30am — 4:30pm
» Well Baby Clinic
+ Child and Adult immunizations (provincially funded)
« Youth Health Clinic
» Health Promotion and Prevention Initiatives

FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER: (604) 984-5070

Annaliese Hasler, NP
Tuesdays, 9:30am — 3pm
« Women and Youth Health Services

Supplementary services:

DENTISTRY: (604) 883-2997
Dr. Robert Hynd, Dr. Lisa Virkela, Dr. Endre Sinkovics
Darlene Fowlie — Hygienist
Monika Miller — Hygienist
Rosa Seda — Hygienist
» Hygiene services « Cosmetic Dentistry «Implants

» Surgical Extractions « Restorative Dental Care

HEARING CLINIC: (604) 885-0155
Hear on the Coast, Terra Dannes
Registered Hearing Instrument Practitioner

« Full diagnostic hearing evaluations
« Fitting & maintenance of hearing instruments

ACUPUNCTURIST: (604) 989-7586
Chris Hogan R.Ac — Thursday & Friday, 9am — 5pm
sunshineacupuncturehealthcare.janeapp.com

Sunshine Coast

HOSPICE (2

SO0OCIETY

www.penderharbourhealth.com
High quality, team-based health care
for the people of Pender Harbour
and surrounding area.

PHYSICIANS: (604) 883-2764

- Attached patients only
» Attached patients can now call between 8am - 3pm,
Monday to Thursday, to book appointments.

BETTER AT HOME PROGRAM: (604) 212-2232

Haida Bolton - Program Co-ordinator

Helping Seniors Remain Independent

» General Better at Home services

« Pender Harbour Seniors Link (bus service)

« Email: betterathome@penderharbourhealth.com

PHHC/VCH YOUTH CLINIC: (604) 314-8253
Dedicated youth clinic for those aged 13-24.

- Please call to book an appointment.

Ongoing:

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Meets Wednesdays at 7 p.m. Everyone welcome.

LOAN CUPBOARD
Crutches, walkers, wheelchairs, commodes,
raised toilet seats etc.

DIABETES & DIETICIAN MGMT. PROGRAM
Biweekly on Thursdays — call to book an appt.

CHRONIC DISEASE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Biweekly on Wednesdays - call for an appt.

THE SUNSHINE COAST HOSPICE SOCIETY
Compassionate, respectful end-of-life and bereavement care. Whether you want to talk with
one person or to join a bereavement group, trained volunteers are available. (604) 883-2764.



A non-profit society governed by

local volunteers dedicated to the health and

wellness needs of our community.

Socal health
maitens

PHHC attends Lobby Day at the BC Legislature

On Thursday, Oct. 30 the Pender Harbour
Health Centre executive director Nick Gaskin, in
his role as our ED and the treasurer for the Brit-
ish Columbia Association for Community Health
Centres, was invited to Lobby Day at the BC
Legislature as part of a BCACHC delegation.

The aim of the Lobby Day was to educate
and inform ministers and MLAs around the
community health centre model, the work being
undertaken by the 38 CHCs in British Columbia
and the need for recognition from the Ministry
of Health and core stable funding to support
the ongoing work of BC's CHC sector.

The day started with time in the Legislature
where our ED was formally introduced by our
MLA, Randene Neill, minister of water, land and
resource stewardship, and welcomed by MLA
Josie Osboune, minister of health.

The afternoon involved meetings with Min-
ister Osbourne, Brittny Anderson, minister of
state for local government and rural communi-
ties, and Ray Chouhan, Speaker of the Legisla-
tive Assembly. Further meetings were held with
the Conservative Party caucus and the Green
Party caucus, including their new leader, Emily
Lowen.

During these meetings, solid advocacy was
undertaken and thoughtful conversations were
held. We hope that this representation at Lobby
Day will bring forward recognition and funding
for Pender Harbour Health Centre and the other
BC CHCs.

If you would like to learn more about CHCs
in BC, please visit www.bcachc.org.

Nick Gaskin, PHHC executive director, with B.C. Association
for Community Health Centres staff and board members
and Josie Osborne, BC's Minister of Health (third from right).

Nick Gaskin, BCACHC staff and board members and Brittny
Anderson, BC's Minister of State for Local Government and
Rural Communities (second from left).

Nick Gaskin, BCACHC staff and board members and Ray
Chouhan, Speaker of the Legislative Assembly (m).

YV EGRRA

Nick Gaskin, BCACHC staff and board members and
members of the Conservative caucus.




1. Which tee on the Pender Harbour Golf Course

faces a daunting uphill slope?
L] a.One
L1'b. Two
L1 c.Three
L1 d. Four

2. The Earls Cove ferry transits a passage
between Nelson Island and this island.

[J a. Hardy Island
[ b. Sutton Island
[ c. Kelly Island

1 d. Captain Island

3. What is the chemical symbol for gold?

4. Which pioneer is the former school in Irvines
Landing named after?

L] a. Susan Gonsalves

L1 b. Sarah Wray

L1 c. Theresa Jeffries

L1 d. Martha Warnock

5. What is the former name of Kleindale’s The
Stonewater.

L1a. Pender Harbour Motel

L1 b. Park Motel

L) c. Anderson Creek Campground
L1 d. Mount Daniel Motel

6. What is a “blueback?”

] a.Au L] a. Coho salmon
1 b.Ag L1 b. Molting seagull
J c. Gd [ c. Pacific white-sided dolphin
1 d. Gl C1 d. Juvenile black bear
Answers: p. 34
Four-plus: Local Two-plus: Newbie Less than two: Townie
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An amazing tale of survival up Jervis Inlet

Barb Nield

Sixty years ago, Pender Harbour
resident John Nield was logging in
Vancouver Bay, about one quarter of
the way up Jervis Inlet.

He lived in the Harbour with his
mother, Ruth Nield, in Duncan Cove
and came home each weekend from
Jervis in a small boat.

As he started home with a friend
from the camp one Friday evening in
late November, their boat hit some-
thing and began taking on water.

Nield yelled to his friend to start
bailing hard as he headed for the steep
shore.

They were barely able to scram-
ble onto a very slim rocky ledge but
before abandoning the boat, they were
able to grab the gas tank and get a line
from the boat to a small tree before
it went straight down, running lights
shining in the depths below them.

Their prospects were extremely
grim.

It was a cold night in a remote,
seldom-travelled area of the Coast.

Things seemed hopeless.

And then, incredibly, out of the
dark, a hefty seine boat suddenly
appeared whose occupants had been
hunting mountain goat further up the
inlet.

Nield splashed the gas along the
rocks and threw a match from his little
water-proof container.

The sudden flare in the dark
caught the attention of the crew and
they came over to pick up the two
stranded loggers.

They were even able to haul the
little boat up from the depths and onto
the larger boat’s deck.

Afterwards, the two men consid-
ered how lucky they were.

If they hadn’t been able to get

December 2025

Brian Lee

Vancouver Bay has long been a bustling spot in Jervis Inlet. Prior to contact, it

was the shishalh village of Skwakwee-em. Since 1889, it has seen active logging
operations come and go as successive generations hauled timber out of the valley
beyond. By 1905 there was a narrow-gauge railroad running up the Vancouver River
valley to haul out logs and between 1926 and 1930 more than 700 men with their
wives and children were living in the Vancouver Bay logging camp.

to shore, if they hadn’t found a small ~ happened, they may not have sur-
rocky ledge, if they hadn’t managed vived.

to get the tank of gas on shore, if they It was an amazing story of a mi-
hadn’t had dry matches, if the seine raculous rescue and one Nield, now in
boat hadn’t come by. his late 80s and still living in Duncan

If any one of those things hadn’t  Cove, continues to tell to this day.

Have you visited the
online version of the

Harbour Spiel lately!?

Now completely redesigned
and updated with all

issues archived

back to Nov. 2006.

www.harbourspiel.com
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PENDER HARBOUR COMMUNITY SCHOOL

‘ ‘ ‘ | With gratitude and

@ Help Keep Hot Lunches Free At PHSS! v appreciation, the Madeira
Once a week, every student at Pender Harbour Secondary enjoys a hot, Park E‘ementarg PA,
nutritious lunch - completely free of charge. Its a simple act of care that fills students and teachers would
stomachs, fuels learning and builds community. li
ike to thank all of the
We want to keep this program FREE for all students, but it truly takes a $P0”50r$ to the silent auction

village. Each meal is made possible through donations and ongoing
funraising efforts.

and the following sponsors
How You Can Donate: who made the

Drop spare change in the PHSS donations jars at the school office, Halloween Fun N.ght

Petro Can or CARS. .
E Send an etransfer to: penderharbourpac@gmail.com Fundraiser a success:

(add “Hot Lunch” in the memo)

— By cheque: make cheque payable to PHSS PAC and drop it off at the
school office or mail to: 13639 Sunshine Coast Highway, Madeira Park
BC VON 2H1.

Every dollar counts - your genorosity ensures no student is left out.
Together, let’s keep shtis beautiful tradition alive!

With gratitude,
PHSS PAC.

SPREADING KINDNESS

Each year our wonderful community allows us to provide
much needed support to our local families all year round.
Donations made to the Spreading Kindness fundraiser are

used to help support local families by: Winter Break Closure
. Supporting local youth . Providing essential items Dec 22 Dec 23 Dec 24
to connect with: to local families and youth | d d
« mental health such as: clos€ clos€ clos®
e ministry e basic hygiene items
resources « cold weather clothing Dec 25 Dec 26
o food supports » food \ 1 1

sed osed
. Child and youth support . Holiday support clo cl
through the summer.

Dec29 Dec30  Dec3l

Ways to donate:
g closed  closed closed

35 REL N REL W

> . ke d 7] d
By etransfer to: spreadingkindness@pendercommunity.ca clos® clos¢
Mail: Pender Harbour Community School PO Box 232, Madeira Park Jan5b Jan6 F————
BC VON 2HO (In person with cash at the same address.) Closed Open!  hours TueeFri
q - 9-3

Cheque payable to Pender Harbour Community School Society 9:00-3:00

(“Spreading Kindness” in memo) 604.883.2826
Contact lyncharlton7@gmail.com for further information. phcs@dccnet.com
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PENDER HARBOUR
AQUATIC & FITNESS
CENTRE

20m, 4-lane pool
hot tub, sauna, gym &
weight room

On lower level of
P. H. Secondary School:

13639 S.C. Hwy.
604 885-6867

www.scrd.ca/recreation

PENDER HARBOUR
SENIORS INITIATIVE

Smart Fund
HARBOURSIDE
FRIENDSHIP
PROGRAM

Sponsored by:
P. H. Health Centre &
P. H. Health Auxiliary

FOR INFORMATION

Sponsored by: iﬁ

OR TRANSPORTATION,

CALL MARLENE:
(604) 883-9900

PENDER HARBOUR AQUATIC & FITNESS CENTRE
www.scrd.ca/pender-pool ¢ 604-885-6867

HOLIDAY HOURS: Winter programs take place
Dec. 24, 25, 26 - CLOSED between Jan. 1 and March 31.
Dec. 31 - 7:30am to 1pm Preview our winter programs starting Nov. 26.
Jan. 1 - CLOSED Registration starts on Dec. 3 at 7am.

HOURS OF OPERATION:

POOL AND WET AREAS:
Monday & Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday & Sunday
7am to 1pm 7am to 8:30am 7am to 1pm 7am to 8:30am 10am to 4pm
3:30pm to 8pm 3:30pm to 8pm
WEIGHT ROOM:
Monday to Wednesday Thursday & Friday Saturday & Sunday
7am to 1pm 7am to 1pm 10am to 4pm

3:30pm to 8pm

MYPASS DROP-IN ACTIVITIES:
Admission is included with your MYPASS, or pay the drop-in rate when you come:

e Adult (18 - 59 years): $7.35 e Senior (60+ years): $6.30
MYPASS MIX IT UP MYPASS LAND MEETS WATER MYPASS AQUAFIT
Thursdays, 9am Tuesday & Thursday, 10:30am Tuesday & Thursday, 9am

Applications for 2026 LIFE Financial Assistance can be submitted now.
Learn more about this program: www.scrd.ca/financial-assistance/

‘Ceniors’ activities for December!

HARBOURSIDE FRIENDSHIPS: Thursday drop-in, 10:30am - 1pm
In the Pender Harbour Community Hall. Lunch will be served at 12pm. Cost: $10 pp.
Dec. 4: Food Demonstration — Quick and easy ideas for meal making.
Dec. 11: Christmas Turkey lunch with Music by the Pender Harbour Choir
($10 tickets sold ahead of time, so we can plan for our attendance.)

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

CARPET BOWLING: Wednesdays, Dec. 3 & 10
At the Pender Harbour Community Hall,1-3 pm. Cost $3.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

CHAIR YOGA: Mondays & Fridays, Dec. 1, 5, 8, & 12
At the Pender Harbour Community Hall 11am —12pm with Carole Logtenberg. Improve
your balance, strength & flexibility with gentle moves. Cost: $3.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

CHAIR YOGA: Wednesdays, Dec. 3 & 10
At the Sarah Wray Hall from 11-12pm. Improve your balance, strength & flexibility with
gentle moves with Carole Logtenberg. Cost: $3.

No Polar Express Bus Tour this year.

Please, everyone who has a “Champion Sign” please remember to put it out.
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pender harbour tides ~ december 2025

Cooler colour codes indicate lower tides. For kayaks and small boats accessing Canoe Pass Canoe Pass:
(Beaver Island), these colour codes (right) indicate what should usually provide sufficient
depth for passage. Note: variability occurs due to barometric pressure, wind conditions, etc.

December 1AM 2AM 3AM 4AM 5AM [GAM| 7AM 8AM 9AM 10AM 11AM (Noon| 1PM 2PM 3PM 4PM 5PM [gPM| 7PM 8PM 9PM 10PM 11PM 12AM
Mon 01  11.212.212311.911.1/10.2) 9.6 9.5 10.211.412.9|14.3)15.115.214.3 12.510.1{7.7| 5.5 4.1 |36 42 5.6 7.7
Tue 02 99 11.913.213.613.3|12.5/11.510.8 10.6 11.2 12.3{13.7/14.8 15.3 14.9 13.4 11.1|8.3 | 5.6 [3.4 12.2/2.0 [3.0| 5.0
wed 03 7.6 10.312.714.3 14.8|14.5/13.6 12.511.711.512.0(13.1{14.2 15.1 153 143 123/ 9.6 | 6.6 [3.8| 1.7 0.7 0.9 24
Thu 04 4.8 7.8 10.9 13.5{15.2/15.7/15.3 14.3 13.1 12.3 12.1|12.6/13.5 14.6 15.2 15.0 13.6|11.2) 8.2 5.1 {24 0.5 -0.2 0.4
Fri 05 |23 5.1 83 11.614.2 15.9-15.7 14.6 13.412.6/12.4/12.9 13.8 14.6 15.1 14.6|12.9/10.3 7.2 4.2 [1.6 0.0 -0.4
sat 06  [0.5 280 5.7 9.0 12.2|14.8 -- 15.8 14.7 13.4|12.6/12.4 12.9 13.7 14.5 14.7/14.0/12.2 9.5 6.6 [3.7 1.4 (0.2

13.2/12.412.212.713.4 14.0/14.1/13.3 11.5 9.0 6.3 |3.8 1.8
Mon 08 0.9 [1.0 |2:31 4.7 7.6 14.0/12.8 12.0 11.8 12.2 12.8|13.3/13.3 12.6 10.9 8.7 6.3 4.2
Tue 09 200 2.0 124 3.8 6.1 149/13.612311.411.211.4|11.9/12.412.511.9 10.5 8.7 6.8
wed 10 5.1 {3.9 3.5 4.0 5.5|7.7/10.212.714.6[15.816.0/15.4 14.3 13.011.6 10.7 10.3/10.4/10.9 11.4 11.6 11.3 10.4 9.0
Thu 11 7.6 63 54 52 597393 11.413.515.015.7{15.6 14.9 13.6 12.1 10.7/ 9.7 |1 9.2 9.3 9.8 10.4 10.9 10.9 10.5
Fri 12 97 8.6 7.7 7.1 7.0|7.7,89 10.712.514.115.1{15.5 15.1 14.112.611.0/ 9.5 |84 79 &1 8.7 9.6 10.4 10.9
sat 13 10910599 92 88 8.7 93 10411.813.3144/15.1/15.114313.011.3 9.5 8.0/ 7.0 6.7 7.0 7.8 9.0 10.1

sun 14 11.111.611.711.310.7{10.3/10.2 10.6 11.5 12.6 13.7|14.5/14.8 14.4 13.3 11.6 9.7 |79 6.4 56 56 6.2 74 8.9
Mon 15 104 11.712.6 12.8 12.5(12.0{11.511.211.512.1 13.0|13.8]14.3 14.3 13.512.0 10.1 8.0 | 6.3 5.0 45 48 58 |74
Tue 16 93 11.112.613.6 13.8(13.5/12.912.211.912.0 12.5{13.2/13.8 14.013.6 12.410.5, 84 | 6.4 4.8 13.8|13.7 44 59
wed 17 7.9 10.0 12.0 13.6 14.5|14.5|14.1 13.3 12.6 12.2 12.312.7|13.3 13.6 13.6 12.7 11.1| 9.1 | /6.9 5.0 [3:6|'3:0" 3.3" 4.5
Thu 18 6.4 8.6 11.013.014.5|15.1/14.914.213.412.6 12.3|12.4/12.8 13.213.413.011.8{9.9 | 7.8 5.6 [3:9 |2:812:61'3:3
Fri 19 49 72 9.7 12.014.0|15.1)15.3 14.9 14.0 13.1 12.4|12.2|/12.4 12.8 13.2 13.2 12.4{10.9] 8.8 6.6 4.6 |31 2.4|2.6
sat 20 |30 5.7 82 10.8 13.1{14.7)15.515.3 14.6 13.6 12.7|12.1/12.0 12.4 12.8 13.1 12.8|11.7/10.0 7.8 5.7 [3:81/2.6| 2.2

sun 07 0.0 [1.2{/3:5° 6.5 9.9

sun 21 (29144 6.7 9.3 11.9|14.0/15315.6 15.1 14.2 13.2|12.3|11.8 11.912.3 12.812.9|12.4/11.0 9.1 7.0 4.9 3.3 2.4
Mon 22 [2.5 3.5 5.4 7.9 10.6(13.0/14.8 15.6 15.5 14.8 13.712.6/11.8 11.6 11.8 12.3 12.6(12.6/11.8 10.3 8.4 6.3 4.5 [3.2
Tue 23  |2:6113.0° 45 6.6 9.2 |11.8/14.015.415.815.3 14.4|13.2|/12.111.411.211.6 12.0{12.4/12.211.3/9.8 (7.9 6.0 4.4
wed 24 3.4 3.2 4.0 5.7 8.0 |10.6/13.0 14.8 15.815.7 15.0/13.8/12.511.410.8 10.8 11.1|11.6/12.0 11.8 10.9 9.5 7.7 6.1
Thu 25 48 4.1 42 5372 9.6 12.014.115.515915.5/14.4/13.1 11.6 10.510.0 10.0{10.5/11.1 11.411.410.7 9.5 8.0
Fri 26 6.7 5.7 53 5.7 7.0[89 11.113.314.915.815.7(15.0/13.612.010.4 9.3 8.8 9.0/ 9.6 10.310911.110.8 9.9
sat 27 8.8 7.7 7.0 6.8 7.4 |8.7 10.612.514215415.8 153 14.112.510.6 9.0 7.8 /74| 7.7 85 9.5 10.511.111.1

sun 28  10.710.0 9.2 8.6 8.6 |9.2/10.412.013.614.915.6/15.5 14.613.011.0 9.0 72 |6.1|5.8 6.3 7.3 8.7 10.111.2
Mon 29  11.811.811.410.8 10.4|10.2/10.7 11.7 13.1 143 15.2/15.6 15.1 13.711.7 94 7.1 | 54|43 42 49 6.2 8.0 9.9
Tue 30 11.512.613.012.912.4|11.9/11.6 11.9 12.7 13.7 14.7{15.4 15.4 14.5 12.7 10.3 7.8 | 5.4 | 3.6 2.7 2.7 |3 ] 5.5 7.7
wed 31 10.012.1 13.6 14.3 14.2|13.6/13.0 12.6 12.7 13.2 14.1|14.9|15.3 15.1 13.8 11.7/9.0 | 6.3 ||39/2:2| 1.4 1.8 3.1 5.3

Robert Livingston (with data provided at www.tbone.biol.sc.edu/tide)
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harbour seals
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Harbour Seals of Approval to
the IGA for the donation of all the
hot dogs and burgers for our welcome
barbecue.

number. (Editor will edit for length.)

Dallis Daly
MPES students, staff and PAC

Harbour Seals of Approval to our
local merchants for their donations to
the Royal Canadian Legion 112 ladies
night. Also, Seals to Lisa Borden for
all your hard work, we could not do it
without you.

Sue McDonald
Royal Canadian Legion 112

Poppy fields of Seals of Approval
to all those who donated to the
poppy campaign, volunteers who
gave their time to canvass and our
local businesses for their support.

Lyn and Bill Charlton
Royal Canadian Legion 112

Seals of approval to our dedicat-
ed and enthusiastic Bargain Barn
raffle ticket sellers.

Our annual raffle is sold out. Spe-
cial mention to our “super sellers”
Lesley, Marlene and Kristi, your
hard work and determination ensured
a sell-out success. The raffle draw
is Dec. 13 at the Community Hall’s
Christmas market.

Karen Wells
Bargain Barn

Note your Harbour Seal of Approval or Disapproval.
By email only: editor@harbourspiel.com. Include full name and telephone

Harbour Seals of Approval
to Trevor and Alanna from the
Skookumchuck Bakery and Dee
Rosen for their donations to our Little
Beans Cafe. Our first cafe was a suc-
cess. We appreciate the support.
Dallis Daly
Madeira Park Elementary PAC

Harbour Seals of Approval to the
Royal Canadian Legion 112, Rotary
Club of Pender Harbour, Amrize
Earle’s Creek for their generous hot
lunch donations. Thank you from the
parents and children of MPES.

Dallis Daly
Madeira Park Elementary PAC

Wreaths full of Harbour Seals of
Approval to all the dedicated vol-
unteers, participants and attendees
who helped make the Remembrance
Day parade, ceremony and gathering
such a memorable, heartfelt occasion.

Lyn and Bill Charlton
Royal Canadian Legion 112

A spooky Seal of Approval to
everyone who made the MPES Hal-
loween Fun Night fundraiser a huge
success. We continue to be amazed by
the generosity of Madeira Park resi-
dents and businesses.

Dallis Daly
MPES students, staff & PAC

" Ponder, Horbowr, Seniors

Howiing Saciety

Donations gratefully accepted. :
Tax receipts will be issued.

FOR EMERGENCY SERVICE:

CallLinda — 604.883.2819, Wendy — 604.883.2514 or Anky —604.883.0033
December 2025

photojournal

Brian Lee
Due to weather, the Pender Harbour
Volunteer Fire Department’s annual
Halloween fireworks was postponed to
Nov. 2 this year. This shot is taken from
the Garden Bay.

RECYCLING &

% BOTTLE DEPOT
T 883-1165
ONE-STOP CONVENIENCE

* Multi-material recycling
* Beverage container refund centre

Plus, recycling of:
* Small appliances and electronics
* Household batteries
e Light bulbs and paint

Hwy. 101 & Menacher Rd.
OPEN: 8:30am to 3:30pm
CLOSED: Sundays,
Wednesdeays & alll holideys
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SKOOKUMCHUCK
VIEWING TIMES

DECEMB

85%

The global literacy rate today. In
1820, only 1 in 10 people worldwide

could read and write.

5:1
G 0 0 D N Ews Researchers found that couples

that stay together versus those who

DATE-TIME-SIZE (small, medium, large, extra large)

EBB ('), FLOOD (+) - Standing wave is best on large
flood (tide flowing into Sechelt Inlet).

1.12:19 PM +L
2.8:33 AM =S, 12:59 PM +L

3.9:37 AM =S, 1:50 PM +M

4.10:29 AM =S, 2:41 PM +M
5.11:17 AM =§, 3:32 PM +M
6.12:04 PM -M
7
8
9

divorce had a 5:1 ratio of good ex-

1 /2 changes to bad.
Globally, extreme poverty has nearly
alved In the last years, while
halved in the last 20 hil 60%
school enrollment has grown by 17% Percentage of girls in low income

since 1970. countries across the world who finish

$75,000

A famous’study from Princeton Uni- 80%

versity found that once your salary  The installed capacity of renewable
hits $75,000, making more money energy worldwide grew by 80% since
won't have much of an effect on your year 2010. (But it still only constitutes

day-to-day happiness. 25% of all energy consumed.)

2x 64%

The average income per person has Percentage of adults globally who

doubled in the last 20 years globally. report being happy.

.1:04 PM —M primary school.
.2:00 PM -M
. 8:33 AM +XL, 3:00 PM -M
10. 9:13 AM +XL
11. 9:52 AM +XL
12.10:28 AM +XL
13.11:02 PM +L
14.11:36 AM +L
15.12:14 PM +M
16. 8:50 AM =S, 12:56 PM +M
17.9:38 AM =S, 1:40 PM +S
18.10:19 AM =S, 2:23 PM +S
19. 10:57 AM =S, 3:10 PM +S

~ various sources

20.11:43 AM =S
21.12:22 PM -M )
> L0 P DECEMBER WEATHER
23.1:49 PM -M TEMPERATURES (MERRY ISLAND)
24.2:36 PM -M Our average daily high temperature in December is 6.6 C and our average
25 3:23 PM =M daily low is 3.3 C, giving us a mean daily temperature of 5 C. The highest
T December temperature recorded is 13.3 C (Dec. 14, 1962) and the lowest
26. 8:52 AM +XL was -11.7 C (Dec. 28, 1968).
27.9:21 AM +XL
28. 9:55 AM +XL PRECIPITATION (MERRY ISLAND)

December has an average of 54.9 hours of bright sunshine. It usually has 19
days with measurable precipitation, an average monthly rainfall of 135 mm

29.10:35 AM +L

30.11:22 AM +L and an average monthly snowfall of 10 cm. Our average month-end snowfall
31.12:27 PM +M is 4 cm. December has the highest snowfall of the year (November has the
most rain). The highest December daily rainfall recorded at Merry Island was

These are estimates only and not intended for navigation. 66 mm (Dec. 25, 1972). The record daily snowfall was 40.6 cm (Dec. 31, 1968)
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DECEMBER ASTROLOGY

SAGITTARIUS: NOV. 23 - DEC. 21

Sagittarians love excitement and ad-

venture. They are easily bored but often

trendsetters. They are bold and impulsive,

natural explorers who thrive on change
and mental stimulation. This month will bring trans-
formative opportunities with regard to your social
life, health and finance. As long as you're bold.
Adversity is your clue that good things are near. It's
your clue to push harder and take what is yours. It
won't be a surprise when someone close to you dies
on Dec. 17. Lotto numbers: 6 14 22 31.

CAPRICORN: DEC. 22 — JAN. 19
Capricorns often experience hardship
early in life, but their resourcefulness
makes them survivors. Sometimes hard to
get to know, they are loyal, responsible
and down-to-earth. This month, the Sun, Mars and
Venus will be in your eleventh house. While nobody
truly knows what that means, it should not be ig-
nored. Their presence may not cause upheaval but
the spiritual vacuum left after they leave may work
to turn around the positive steps you've taken in the
past year. Focus on your health first, them second.

1)

BC BESTSELLERS

For the week ending Nov. 15

The BC bestseller list uses sales data from over 80 independent bookstores in
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1 ~ Darren Morton and Beth Voutier.
2 ~ Diane Lee, Ray Phillips, James Wray and
Al Wood.
3 ~ Paula Campbell, Mike Pickering, Joanne
McQuaig and Ed Wray.
4 ~ Noel Lebrun and John Williams.
5 ~ Gaye Beardmore, Andrea Curtiss, Andy
Curtiss and Logan McCormack.
6 ~ Ryan McDonald and Bill Reid.
7 ~ Dianne Rousseau, Dan Gifford and
Jennifer Reid.
8 ~ Kim Bailey and Keenan Clerx.
9 ~ Michelle Beardmore and Robert Purdy.
10 ~ Trevor Jones and Cathy Thompson.
11 ~ Grace Donnahee, William Jans and
Patti Reid.
12 ~ Malcolm Duncan and Pat Martin.
13 ~ Cody Edwardson-Zayshley
16 ~ Ginger Taylor and Cassandra Whelan.
17 ~ lan Campbell, Shane Gudbranson, Kyle
MacKenney, Joi Phillips and Doreen
Willgoose.
18 ~ Tony Adamson and Niki Verzuh.
19 ~ Tyson Carswell, Helen Garrett and
Jamie Bouvette.
20 ~ Nicole Fletcher, Ella Nya Goulette, Shea

Lee and Tyler Silvey.

BC representing sales of BC published books released within the calendar year.

1. A Season for Spies by lona
Whishaw (Touchwood Editions)

2. John Horgan: In His Own
Words by John Horgan, Rod
Mickleburgh (Harbour
Publishing)

3. The Eh Team: A Celebration
of Canadianisms from Elbows
Up to Poutine by Charles
Demers, foreword by Dakota
Ray Hebert (Greystone Books)

4. Inquisitive Raven by
Richard Wagamese, illustrated
by Bridget George (Douglas &
Mclintyre)

5. Unceded: Understanding
BC'’s Colonial Past and Why
It Matters Now by George M.
Abbott (UBC Press)

6. Festive Season on
Vancouver Island by Bill Arnott
(Rocky Mountain Books)

7. Trading Fate by Graeme
Menzies (Heritage House
Publishing)

8. Decolonization and Me:
Conversations about Healing
a Nation and Ourselves by
Phyllis Webstad, Kristy McLeod
(Medicine Wheel Publishing)

9. War Resisters: Standing
Against the Vietnam War
by Joline Martin (Caitlin Press)

10. Indigenous Rights in One
Minute: What You Need to
Know to Talk Reconciliation
by Bruce Mclvor (Nightwood
Editions)

~ Association of Book Publishers of BC
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21 ~ Harvey Langton, Duncan McDougall
and Josh Young.

22 ~ Gwyneth Bryant, Steven Fouts, Shane
Hardie, Rob Nieuwenhuis, Dani
Thompson and Christine West.

23 ~ Kate Thompson.

24 ~ Tatiana Phillips-Campbell, Chris Phillips
and Clifford Silvey Jr.

25 ~ Peter Schmidt.

27 ~ Cameron McDougall.

28 ~ Jeff Girard.

29 ~ Diane Gamble.

30 ~ Dean Bosch, Bryan Edwardson, Andy
Ross and Jean Minch.

31 ~ John Brimacomb, Nathaniel Johnson,
Fara Priest and Scott Bruce.




water past the keel

That time the Duval brothers stole my car (part 2)

Susan Marlatt

Continued from Nov. 2025.

After spotting our enemy, Keray
spun around and headed back out the
door, gathered up the kids and pointed
the running car out of the lot, waiting
for me to follow.

But, I didn’t follow.

The Duval brothers were play-
ing pool and there was money on the
table.

So, of course my 32-year old self
marched up to one of them (I'm not
sure what was I thinking), made eye
contact with a man I hoped was a Du-
val, and said, “You stole my car from
French Creek!”

“T have four little kids and live
on the bottom end of Texada and you
stole my car.”

The poor guy I cornered looked
at me and snorted something like, “So
what?”

“So what? I’m going to tell your
mother.”

I didn’t know if they still had a
mother or if | was even speaking with
one of the thieves, but it seemed to
work.

There was a visible reaction from
the crowd of young men at the pool
table.

“Please don’t tell Mom,” was
the pleading and surprisingly sincere
response from one of them as he tried
to corner me back.

“Well, I’'m going to tell your
mom,” was my answer, somehow ris-
ing to the situation I had created.

There was no stopping now that I
had started with the telling their mom
thing.

It seemed to be working so I just
stood there, staring them down.

It wasn’t my wisest decision but

these were decent enough looking
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Susan Marlatt

This 2024 photo shows the Rod and Gun Bar and Grill in downtown Parksville. It is
one of the oldest establishments still in operation on Vancouver Island and has been

an entertainment hub since 1898.

local guys and it’s a public place, so
how much could they do to me?

The brothers milled around in a
huddle with their friends at the pool
table, finally asking how much I had
to pay for the replacement car.

They had become remarkably
polite.

“Four hundred dollars,” I
snapped back.

After more shuffling, they started
taking up a collection.

Even though their backs were
to me, I could see this miracle taking
plae before me as, eventually, one of
them turned around and counted out
the $400 that I required to keep this
our secret.

With complete amazement and
relief at this outcome, I bolted out the

door with this fistful of cash and was
met with cheers from my family in the
still running vehicle.

We later traded that car, which
was automatic, for the beautiful
vintage Pontiac pictured because its
owner couldn’t drive standard.

Later, that Pontiac was traded for
both a work truck and a lovely little
Volvo sedan.

Later still, we sold the truck for
$500 and traded the sedan for a trusty
Toyota that I drove for years and years
until it was taken to the crusher by
Dean Bosch when I was living in one
of his cottages in Egmont.

I didn’t do badly by the Duval
boys, really.

Jumping ahead 40 years later,
my husband Denny Bohmer and I had

Harbour Spiel



water past the keel

moved from the Sunshine Coast to a
house in Parksville.

We lived just uphill from French
Creek and received the Parksville
newspaper on a regular basis.

I often recalled the magical
events of 1980 whenever I passed the
Rod and Gun but, since I had prom-
ised not to tell, I never told details to
anyone who wasn’t there that day.

In early 2018, there was a huge
announcement in the paper, taking up
a whole page, informing the readers
that there was an upcoming celebra-
tion of life for Ray Duval who had
just died.

The notice went on to tell us
about what a hard working, hard play-
ing good old boy Duval was.

He was much beloved.

He was survived by his mother,
Evelyn.

“So, that’s mom’s name,” |
thought.

“And she’s still alive!”

I was relieved that I hadn’t been
telling this story all these years, after
what they paid me what seemed like a
lot of money not to tell their mom.

“Phew!”

I filled Denny in on the details of
the French Creek car theft of 1980 —
a story he had never heard before.

A few years later I noticed a tiny
death notice in the same paper, the
smallest one a family can buy.

Evelyn Duval, long suffering
mom to the good old boys, had passed
to her reward.

It’s why I can only now tell the
story about how the Duval brothers
stole my car.

AUTHOR’S NOTE:
I have changed the names in this

story.
The Duval brothers were actually

December 2025

Susan Marlatt

‘We later traded that car, which was automatic, for the beautiful vintage Pontiac
pictured because the owner couldn’t drive standard.’

my uncles and Evelyn was my mother.
The real brothers in Parksville
know who I’m talking about so it has

just occurred to me I might need to
protect my Subaru, which is parked
just a few blocks from French Creek.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!
Kids!

earthfair store

earthfair.ca
604.883.9006
12902 Madeira Park Rd

Latest Books! Novels! Nature Lovers!

Cooking! Puzzles! Woolies!

IDEAL FOR HOLIDAYS — AT HOME OR AWAY!

Toques!
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community calendar

Calendar listings are provided free of charge by the Harbour Spiel. Send information to editor@harbourspiel.com by the 15th of the month.

DECEMBER

Mon. Dec. 1........ Pender Harbour food bank pickup - P. H. Community Church, 10 a.m.
Thu. Dec. 4......... Harbourside Friendships (Food demonstration) - P. H. Community Hall, 10:30 a.m.

Fri. Dec. 5........... Live music with Eddy Edrik - Royal Canadian Legion 112, 6:30 p.m.

Sat. Dec. 6.......... Live music with Joe Stanton - Backeddy Pub, 5-8 p.m.

Sun. Dec. 7......... P. H. Music Society concert series “Company B Jazz Band” - P. H. School of Music, 2 p.m.
Sun. Dec. 7......... Live music with the Steve Hinton Band - Royal Canadian Legion 112, 2 p.m.

Sun. Dec. 7......... Pender Harbour Community Christmas Dinner - P. H. Community Hall, 3:30 p.m.

Tue. Dec. 9......... P. H. Womens' Connection “Winter Extravaganza” - Royal Canadian Legion 112, 11:30 a.m.
Thu. Dec. 11....... Harbourside Friendships Christmas lunch and P. H. Choir - P. H. Community Hall, 10:30 a.m.
Thu. Dec. 11....... SCRD committee of the whole - SCRD boardroom, 9:30 a.m.

Thu. Dec. 11....... SCRD regular board - SCRD boardroom, 1 p.m.

Fri. Dec. 12......... Live music with Eddy Edrik - Royal Canadian Legion 112, 6:30 p.m.

Sat. Dec. 13........ P. H. Community Club Christmas Market - P. H. Community Hall, 10 a.m.

Sat. Dec. 13........ Sarah Wray Hall Christmas Open House - Sarah Wray Hall, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sat. Dec. 13........ P. H. Choir presents “Winter Light” - P. H. School of Music, 2 p.m.

Sat. Dec. 13........ Legion “Ham, turkey, Xmas basket and pie auction meat draw” - RCL 112, 3:30 p.m.
Sat. Dec. 13........ Live music with Joe Stanton - Backeddy Pub, 5-8 p.m.

Sun. Dec. 14....... Live music with Sofa Kings - Royal Canadian Legion 112, 2 p.m.

Mon. Dec. 15......Pender Harbour food bank pickup - P. H. Community Church, 10 a.m

Thu. Dec. 18....... P. H. Library Fundraiser: Pet photos with Santa - Mad Park Art, Time TBA.

Thu. Dec. 18....... SCRD electoral services committee - SCRD boardroom, 9:30 a.m.

Fri. Dec. 19......... Egmont Christmas potluck dinner - Egmont Community Hall, 6 p.m.

Fri. Dec. 19......... Live music with Eddy Edrik - Royal Canadian Legion 112, 6:30 p.m.

Sat. Dec. 20........ Live music with Joe Stanton - Backeddy Pub, 5-8 p.m.

Sat. Dec. 20........ Pender Harbour Winter Festival - Madeira Park government wharf, 3 - 9 p.m.

Sat. Dec. 20........ 61st annual Pender Harbour Christmas boat parade - Pender Harbour, 6:30 p.m.
Thu. Dec. 25....... Christmas

Fri. Dec. 26......... Live music with Eddy Edrik - Royal Canadian Legion 112, 6:30 p.m.

Sat. Dec. 27........ Live music with Joe Stanton - Backeddy Pub, 5-8 p.m.

Mon. Dec. 29......Pender Harbour food bank pickup - P. H. Community Church, 10 a.m.

Wed. Dec. 31.....New Year’s Eve Dinner and Dance - Royal Canadian Legion 112, 6 p.m.

Thu. Jan. 1.......... Second annual New Year’s Day Pyjama Party - Royal Canadian Legion 112, 11 a.m.

Harbour Spiel Trivia Answers: 1.d 2. d 3. a 4. b 5.b 6. a

“Nobody realizes that some people expend tremendous energy merely to be normal.”

~ Albert Camus
Page 34 Harbour Spiel



.fé'.!':ﬁﬁm STEVE HINTON PAND

2

- secemsenss SOFA KINGS
. ! e, WO Asgcgm ;ql.

Doors 6 pm g
[ THORSDAY 9nd ANNUAJ NEW YEARS' DAY
11 am PMM mJNC”Pm

Eddy Edrik every Friday night 6:30

9" HAPPY HOLIDAYS
M The Legion will be closing for Christmas

Legion December 21 - December 31
Branch #11 12829 Lillies Lake Rd, Madeira Park

Zhl/ %YOUR CHANCE ANDREW CURTISS
TOWIN / 000 ._ @@MTrRAc*TﬂJMG'
/4 N Y3

EA R “ EXCAVATION, BOBCAT
& TRUCKING SERVICES.

Gain a draw entry per $5,000 you invest

in a term deposit. We'll be drawing a

Grand prize winner each month until
the end of the year!

From Iand clearing to Iandscaplng

Find out more details at: 604-740-7775

sunshineccu.com/draw-a-grand : :
Something to squirrel away?
SELF-STORAGE (up to 5'x 10)
» Secure
¢ Heated

Sunshine Goast
CREDIT UNION

DOWNTOWN MADEIRA PARK

Squirrel Storage

Larry & Linda Curtiss  (604) 741-7665
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Pender Hasbour Real Estate. -~

Living Local & Selling Local

604-399-9936
mary@marymackay.ca
MaryMackay.ca

RE/MAX

WHL
B

Remote Marine Solutlons |s dedlcated

to the highest quality of custom- bmlt ol
»docks and marine construction .4

delivered with stablllty, e
o mtegrlty, and resmence i

I

# MARINE SOLUTIONS,

E nght Penetratmg
Dock & 40° Ramp

6 22,“"'"%79 :

11233 Tiller, Rd,'Powell River, BC VBA'ONG}

Light Penetrating Dock,
60’ Ramp & Dual Gangways

Aluminum Beach Sr.alrs Dock & 50’
with Grip T4 o Gangway
. Nk '

-
- 3

: o

Book a 2-night stay in a cabin & receive a

$50 PUB
CREDIT

LOCAL'S STAYCATION

Thursday-Sunday only. 2-night mindmum stay
applies Offor not eligble 1o combing with
additional packadges and promolions: DEcount
appilies o o2 Ly. Long-
weskends & holkdays exclud

RESORT & MARIMA

/ Coastal BC

Property
VMlaintenance,
LTD.

insured bonded licensed
» Gutter Cleaning
* Roof De-mossing
* Roof Softwashing
* Windows/Skylights Washing
 Solar Panel Cleaning
* Siding/Fascia Board Cleaning
* Power Washing
¢ Commercial/Janitorial Cleaning
* Floor Stripping and Waxing

Call LEO now
for free estimates:

604-399-8928

coastalcleaners35@gmail.com




