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Is your power on yet?
By Brian Lee

“Power on yet?”
“Nope. They 

said tomorrow at 
eight.” 

So you wait ’til 
eight and then revise 

your gameplan when it’s still not on. 
Such is life when the power is off 

for a more than a day at a time. 
Those power outages used to be 

satisfied to go out for a night but now 
they need something stronger… like 
three days. What happened?

By the third day I was starting to 
get a little cranky — clearly the nov-
elty of candle light was over. 

Not only do things in your fridge 
start to smell but the routine elements 
of your life that you put on hold until 
the power comes back on suddenly 
can’t be left any longer. 

And I think I cope better than 
most. 

I don’t have a well or septic 
system with a pump that needs power 
to operate. 

I don’t take regular medication 
where a missed prescription might 
affect my health nor do I rely on a  
wheelchair lift to get up my stairs. 

The morning after the storm I 
travelled back from Powell River to 
find blow downs like I’ve never seen 
before. 

How much line has to be down 
on the 10 kilometre section between 
the ferry and the golf course before 
you have to say the entire line is 
down?

I’d guess a 100 or more trees 
were crossing the road and I heard the 
road to Egmont was even worse. 

So when I passed line crews near 

Sakinaw Lake I was impressed that 
they’d even made it that far. Then I 
passed more near Kleindale and still 
more on Francis Peninsula Road. 

There was a small army of hel-
met-clad, safety-vest-wearing guys 
beavering away on the side of the 
road. 

Theirs is a dangerous and un-
pleasant job — standing 35 feet up 
in a bucket, leaning out with a chain-
saw cutting off chunks of wood from 
tensioned wires while semi-trailers 
rumble underneath — in the rain.

Working double shifts through 
the night for days at a time, you must 
have a little respect for the precision 
required just to come home without 
injury.

So I can’t fault the response and 
think it’s actually truly impressive the 
power came back on when it did.

So what else could I blame? 
Are the storms that much stron-

ger now than before? Are the trees 
getting weaker? 

Or, as a psychological botanist 
might suggest, are they committing 
mass tree suicide in a desperate bid to 
end their own suffering?

It’s a scientific fact that trees 
that border hydro lines lead much 
less fulfilling lives than their forested 
cousins. 

They’re exposed to wind and car 
exhaust and the pulsating electrical 
currents must cause tumours — fur-
ther reducing a tree’s quality of life. 

Do we not have a moral obliga-
tion to end their suffering? 

Clearly it’s time we euthanized 
those poor trees along our hydro lines 
and put an end to their misery.

I’ll even pitch in to help cremate 
their lifeless tree bodies.

Holiday Store Hours:     
Holiday Store Hours:             Dec 24th...9 am - 6 pm      Dec 25th...Closed      Dec 26th...10 am - 5 pm    Dec 31...9 am - 6 pmJan 1...10 am - 5pm
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COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PARTY AND POTLUCK DINNER
On Sunday Dec. 9 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the Pender Harbour Com-

munity Hall. Bring your favorite Christmas dish to share — salad, casserole, 
dessert — or if you don’t cook, bring a non-perishable food item for the food 
bank. There will be arts and crafts for all ages, the Community Christmas Tree 
will be lit, and maybe even the guy in the red suit might drop by.  Call (604) 
883-2826, the P. H. Community School,  for more information.

PENDER HARBOUR COMMUNITY CLUB MADEIRA MARKET AND BAKE 
SALE

The biggest Madeira Market of the year is on Dec. 15 at the P. H. Com-
munity Hall, all day long. Donations of home baking will be greatly appreci-
ated. For more information, call Muriel (604) 883-2609.

WHITE CHRISTMAS FAMILY FUN AND SWIM:
On Tuesday, Dec. 18, 6:30 - 9 pm.  Bring the whole family up to the pool 

for some Christmas magic. There’ll be fun, games and refreshments provided.  
The P.H. Aquatic Society will be drawing the grand prize winner of the trip to 
Disneyland for a family of 4.  (Get your tickets soon.)

SPIEL PICKS

w w w. p h a q u a t i c . c o m
 phaquatic@sd46.bc.ca              (604) 883-2612

PENDER HARBOUR AQUATIC & FITNESS CENTRE
H E A L T H  I N  M O T I O NH E A L T H  I N  M O T I O N

•  CALLING ALL DRAGON BOATERS:
Off Season Training: Wednesday Dec. 5 and 12, noon -1 pm and Saturday Dec. 8 and 15, 10:30-11:30 am.  Please 
pre-register as space is limited.  More training opportunities coming in January.

•  WHITE CHRISTMAS FAMILY FUN AND SWIM: 
Tuesday, Dec. 18, 6:30 - 9 pm.  Fun and games will abound and refreshments will be provided.  Bring the whole 
family up to the pool for some Christmas magic.  The PH Aquatic Society will be drawing the grand prize winner of 
the Trip To Disneyland for a family of 4.  Have you got your ticket?

•  HOLIDAY HOURS:
Closed Dec. 23 - 26, Dec. 31 and Jan. 1.
Dec. 27 - 30 and Jan. 2 - 6: 1-3 pm and 6:30 - 8 pm ----- Laps and Everyone Welcome Swim
Join us for a swim, hot tub and sauna to enjoy the holiday break.  The weight room/fitness studio will also be open 
during these times. 

The PHAFC staff wish everyone a very merry 
Christmas and best wishes for a new year.

˚ RELIEVE 
acute & chronic tension

˚ REHABILITATE 
old or recent injuries

˚ INCREASE 
mobility and energy levels

˚ RESTORE 
pain free  functioning of your body

 

Call (604) 883-9991
   (Doctor referrals welcome)

 
Mon & Thurs...........Health Clinic
Tues, Fri & Sat......Ruby Lake Resort

Brigit Garrett, RMT
Licensed, Registered Massage Therapist
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NEWS
Temporary hole to fill at P. H. Health Centre 

The sudden departure of Pender 
Harbour Health Centre Nurse Admin-
istrator Judi Georgetti has forced the 
centre’s staff and volunteer board to 
step up their efforts in order to ensure 
there is no interruption of services.

Georgetti gave notice last month 
that she would be taking an indefinite 
leave effective immediately.

It comes at a critical time for the 
Health Centre.

It is in the midst of a fundrais-
ing campaign to pay off debt acquired 
from its recent expansion as well as 
administering to an increase in tenant 
health professionals.

Rick McDonald has been hired 
as temporary administrator to ease 

some of the workload until Georgetti’s 
return and the board themselves have 
been taking up much of the remaining 
duties.

“The board has been doing 
everything that it can to make sure 
that there’s no lapse in the services 
because we appreciate and understand 
the work that Judi did and so does the 
staff,” said Pender Harbour Health 
Centre Society president Evelyn Mc-
Nee.

Since her departure, rumours 
have circulated that there may be a 
personality conflict creating tension 
between Georgetti and the board.

McNee couldn’t comment on 
Georgetti’s reasons for taking leave 

but insisted that she doesn’t think that 
is the case here.

“I wouldn’t say it’s a personality 
conflict. That’s not my interpretation 
but you’re going to get personality 
conflicts no matter who’s on the board 
but we all have to rise above it,” Mc-
Nee said.

“What we have to remember is 
that whether we’re board members or 
staff members or even members of the  
community that use the health centre, 
our first priority should  be the health 
centre.” 

The board plans to hold a special 
public meeting to address concerns, 
with details to be announced after 
their  Nov. 27 regular board meeting.

The current board members are:
Eric Dodd, Julian Craddock, Bill 

Padgham, Doug Davies, Kathie Bu-
rega, Michael Cyr, John King and Jon 
Paine.

 Judi Georgetti could not reached 
for comment.

Season’s greetings and a 
prosperous 2008 from 

Miss Sunny’s 
Hair Boutique

(est. 1973)

12912 Madeira Park Road
(The Purple House)

883-2715

PHOTOJOURNAL

Egmont Road still had only one lane open five days after the storm on Nov. 11. 
There’s really no excuse for running out of firewood this winter since the highway still 
hadn’t been cleared five days after that - on Nov. 20.
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Fortunately for the extras, who 
often played the victims, the snakes 
will be computer generated and added 
to the scenes after filming ends.

The movie isn’t intended for theat-
rical release but will be mostly funded 
by a core cable sale as well as a DVD 
release.

The economic impact was clearly 
felt throughout the community with 
the Pender Harbour Resort, Ruby 
Lake Resort, Sunshine Coast Resort 
and Rockwater Resort all housing the 
majority of the cast and crew plus a 

number of other rental accommoda-
tions accepting the over-run. 

Filming contracts were set up with 
owners of the Sundowner Inn, John 
Henry’s Marina and Fisherman’s Re-
sort and LaVerne’s Grill was rented to 
act as a makeshift production office. 

Local boats like the Sea Otter and 
Beefeater as well as a sea plane from 
Tofino Air were contracted for back-
drops to scenes.

Filming usually started early in the 
morning and often went well past 10 
p.m. 

Eighteen semi-trailer loads of 
equipment to be brought in. Interior 
filming will take place in studio, bor-
rowing the set of the TV series Hope 
Island.

John Henry’s Marina owner Lucy 
Archbold gushed with praise about 
how the production company treated 
the locals, especially the extras. “It’s 
been great. They’ve been so accom-
modating,” she said. 

“They even timed filming scenes 
with make-up so the extras could keep 
it on for Halloween.” 

Archbold said that very few of her 
customers regarded the lack of park-
ing near the store and post office as a 
nuisance and most were more interest-
ed in being able to watch the action.

Producer Mary Anne Waterhouse is 
a partner with Anagram Pictures and 
was contracted by Executive Producer 
Matthew Connors to put the whole 
project together.

Garden Bay attacked by man-eating Vipers

Pender Harbour was attacked by 
hordes of man-eating snakes last 
month and locals loved it. 

Crews filming the Canadian in-
die flick Vipers literally transformed 
downtown Garden Bay into the pictur-
esque island town of Eden Harbour. 

VP Productions Inc. of North Van-
couver brought 105 cast and crew to 
Pender Harbour for five days to film 
the $3.2 million movie about ge-
netically modified snakes that escape 
from an isolated research station and 
terrorize a small island resort town. 

OK. Look down at the ground and picture Hervé Villechaize in a speedo. Tara Reid 
and Jonathan Scarfe acting.     
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“I manage the operation. I start the 
hiring process and oversee the casting 
process with the director and oversee 
making sure that everything we need 
to make the movie is here and that it 
costs the amount of money it’s sup-
posed to cost to get here,” she said in 
an on-set interview. 

“And that we’re honouring the 
script and the material so that the 
people that agreed to buy the movie 
are getting delivered to them what 
they’re expecting.”

Waterhouse and director Bill 
Corcoran have worked here before on 
cable movie Desolation Sound and 
TV show Ritter’s Cove respectively. 

“We both remembered having fab-
ulous, beautiful looks in shooting here 
and also really, really great reception 
and a lot of support.” 

More than 60 local extras were 
paid $10 per hour to be on hand when 
needed for background action or 
corpse duty.

“It’s a matter of hurry up and wait,” 
a blood-covered Dave Howell said 
between shoots that required him to 
wait, sometimes all day, until he was 
needed again. 

“It’s my favourite thing to do, 
watching other people work!”

Aside from the local talent pool, 
the film will also feature American 
Pie’s Tara Reid in the leading female 
role of Nicky Swift.

“She’s trying to protect everyone 
and just save a lot of lives and get 
everyone off the island,” Reid says 
between takes in the warming tent. 
“She has to stay strong for everyone 
else but I think she’s sensitive and 
there is fear inside of her but she tends 
to try to not show it too much.”

When asked if she’d had a chance 
to sample the Garden Bay nightlife, 
Reid, a notorious Hollywood party 

animal said “No, I don’t go out on 
school nights. You know, you don’t go 
out when you work at six o’clock in 
the morning. It’s so cold you just want 
to go home.”

Working 14-15 hour days, Reid 
says she hasn’t been able to get out 
and see much of the area but her first 
impressions make her want to come 

back again, preferably in the summer.
“It reminds me a lot of Cape Cod. 

It’s a beautiful place and it’s an amaz-
ing location and we’re really lucky 
to have found it. There’s something 
magical about this place.”

Other cast members include 
Vancouver’s Jonathan Scarfe who 

Some of the local extras, pre-bloodbath.

continued next page

Guardian Marina Guardian Marina 
PharmacyPharmacy
604-883-2888 604-883-2888 

Best wishes for a Merry Christmas
from The Marina Pharmacy staff.
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David Paetkau and 
Jennifer Copping also 
make their living in the 
industry and Pearl credits 
the artistic environment 
of the Sunshine Coast for 
producing this anomaly.

“I hope that other 
people up here, young or 
old or whatever, realize 
that there’s a whole other 
industry that is avail-
able because, when I was 
young, nobody suggested 
you could go and do 
film,” Pearl said. 

“Nobody suggested 
you could be involved 
in any aspect of it which 
there’s a multitude of 
jobs.”

Vipers (cont.)
plays the male lead, Don Davis (better 
known as the general from Stargate 
SG-1) and Corbin Bernsen who has a 
cameo role. 

Sechelt’s Aaron Pearl plays Jack 
Martin, a self-centred local with a 
fragmented home life who, after kill-
ing a bunch of snakes, comes to real-
ize the importance of family.

Pearl is a full-time actor who now 
lives in Vancouver and revealed he 
was just killed off CBC’s Intelligence, 
a drama series set in Vancouver and 
one in which he’d worked on for the 
past year and a half. 

His most recent project was a pilot 
for a new series called Cowgirls shot 
in Calgary. 

Pearl is one of three professional 
actors from Sechelt who are all rough-
ly the same age.

Sechelt’s Aaron Pearl poses with the prop jeep that was 
on loan to the production company from Alan Stewart 

THE PENDER HARBOUR & DISTRICT HEALTH CENTRE SOCIETY & 

THE PENDER HARBOUR HEALTH CENTRE AUXILIARY 

PRESENT:

An “It’s Ours Gala Celebration
Saturday, December 8

P. H. Community Hall, 5:30 p.m.

» Dinner
» Live & Silent Auction
» Dance featuring The Creek Big Band

Sponsored by:

Tickets: $25.00
At: P. H. Health Centre, Harbour Spirit & John Henry’s
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BOOKS

12856 Harbour View Rd, Madeira Park, Pender Harbour, BC V0N 2H0               

Join us in a celebration of the 
season with a bowl of soup and a 
sing-a-long of favourite Christmas 
carols.  Adults only event. 
Saturday, Dec 15  5:00 pm

DECEMBER SERVICES 

The Anglican Church of Canada

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church    ADVENT

Advent I      
Advent II     
Advent III    
                                  
Advent IV     

SOUP & SONG

Please bring a non-perishable food item to 
support the local food bank

Christmas Eve   
Dec 24  Lessons and Carols 7:00 pm

Christmas Day  
Dec 25  Eucharist 10:30 am

Dec 2    Eucharist 10:30 am
Dec 9    Eucharist 10:30 am
Dec 16  Eucharist 10:30 am
Blue Christmas Service 3:00 pm                
Dec 23  Eucharist 10:30 am

604 883 9927  |  www.standrewsanglican.com  |                     

Locally published books about the coast
Part memoir, 

part environmen-
tal plea, The Lost 
Coast: Salmon, 
Memory and the 
Death of Wild 
Culture is Tim 
Bowling’s beauti-
fully written and 

evocative account of the cherished 
fishing village of his upbringing.

Bowling applies his acclaimed 
writing talents to ask timely and chal-
lenging questions about where we’ve 
come from, where we’re going and 
what we are sacrificing to get there.

The Lost Coast is a lyrical, im-
passioned lament for the home Bowl-
ing once knew and for the river that 
continues to haunt his imagination.

Fortune’s a 
River: The Colli-
sion of Empires in 
Northwest  Amer-
ica is the most au-
thoritative and read-
able account to date 
of just how British 
Columbia became 

British and how Oregon, Washington 
and Alaska became American. 

By the closing years of the 18th 
century, the stage was set for a major 
international confrontation over the 
Northwest Coast. 

Gough examines each of the 
players in this territorial drama, bring-
ing them fully to life and vividly re-
counting their hardships and struggles. 

Fortune’s a River is a major 
historical work that reads like a wild 
west adventure. 

Through the 
story of Springer 
and Luna, the larg-
er history of orcas 
is explored in the 
Pacific Northwest 
and the whale’s 
transformation for 
killer to icon. 

In Operation Orca: Springer, 
Luna and the Struggle to Save West 
Coast Killer Whales, award-winning 
author Daniel Francis gives breadth to 
the complications, contradictions and 
political posturing that twice engulfed 
the debate of whether to interfere or 
let nature take its course. 

Through the amazing story of 
these two “orphan” whales, Operation 
Orca tells the larger story of orcas in 
the Pacific Northwest, the people who 
have studied them and the transforma-
tion of the whale’s image from killer 
to icon.

In Tales from 
the Galley: Stories 
of the Working 
Waterfront, Doreen 
Armitage, author 
of the bestselling 
From the Wheel-
house: Tugboat-
ers Tell their own 

Stories, is back with a fresh collection 
of salty tales from a varied collection 
of men who earn their living in, on or 
beside the sea.

Some of these stories involve 
momentous events with sinking ships 
and loss of life, but most simply re-
count everyday happenings, from the 
humorous to the strange. 

Together, they offer a captivating 
picture of life along B.C.’s working 
waterfront in all its variety.
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LOCAL ISSUES
Pender Harbour’s pioneering role in the live capture of orcas, Part I

By Brian Lee

In the 1960s, most considered a 
whale as just another fish. 

So when a group of Pender 
Harbour fishermen started capturing 
whales for sale to various aquariums, 
few saw a problem with it.

At the time, orcas were consid-
ered vermin by much of the coastal 
B.C. population. 

It was commonly thought that 
killer whales were dangerous to man, 
their numbers were greater than they 
were and they ate too many salmon. 

In a province that relied heavily 
on salmon for income, it shouldn’t 

surprise anyone that even a whale 
would be disposed of if it got in the 
way of making a buck. 

Navy planes used orcas for 
target practice and the department of 
fisheries even set up a large-calibre 
Browning machine-gun on the shore 
of Quadra Island to control, what 
they thought at the time, were grow-
ing numbers of these “blackfish.” 

Luckily for the whales, the 
Browning was deemed too danger-
ous for residents on the other side of 
Seymour Narrows so they scrapped 
that plan without firing a shot. 

But that didn’t mean the whales 
were left alone. 

Killer whales were characterized 
as man-eaters and it was properly ac-
cepted to shoot at a whale if given the 
opportunity − especially if you were a 
fisherman.

As Bruce Obee wrote in his 1992 
book Guardian of the Whales, one-
quarter of the whales caught for aquari-
ums in the 1960s and ’70s bore bullet 
wounds. 

In the summer of 1964 no one at 
the Vancouver Aquarium believed that a 
whale could be caught live. 

In fact, they weren’t even trying to 
catch one live the first time it happened. 

The aquarium merely hoped to 
get their hands on an intact carcass so 

sculptor/fisherman Sam 
Burich could produce an 
accurate model for display.

That first whale, 
Moby Doll, was har-
pooned off Saturna Island 
and shocked many when 
it turned out to be highly 
intelligent and gentle.  

It was also resilient 
enough to survive getting 
towed back to Burrard 
Inlet with a harpoon in its 
back. 

Moby Doll lived only 
three months but that was 
long enough for Burich 
to complete his sculpture, 
which hung in the foyer of 
the Vancouver Aquarium 
for many years.

More importantly, 
Moby Doll captured 
people’s imagination.

In June of 1965 
salmon fisherman Bill 
Lechkobit, with the help of 
friend Lonnie McGarvey, 

A group of school kids from Madeira Park travelled across to Garden Bay to view “Pender” in Eddy 
Reid’s Defender I. The black boat to the left is Sonny Reid’s Instigator One. 

Anne Clemence photo
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dia frenzy − locally and from afar − 
as TV, radio and print converged on 
Pender Harbour. 

The whale could have broken 
through the nets at any point and it 
surprised many to discover that it 
didn’t try. 

It seemed to exhibit a patient ac-
ceptance and wariness of the nets.

“Maybe it likes it here.” Reid 
told a Vancouver Sun reporter at the 
time.

The fishermen became instant ce-
lebrities and sold the whale, a 15-foot 
male nicknamed “Pender” by local 
residents, to the Vancouver aquarium 
for $5,000. 

when they came into Garden Bay the 
first time I just set my net across and 
cornered them,” Sonny says from his 
home overlooking Pender Harbour.

“So we stopped them there and 
who shows up, rowin’ around in his 
rowboat, but Bert Gooldrup. He was 
followin’ them in this old skiff he 
had.”

With the help of a couple more 
Reids, namely Wilfred (Tiffy) and 
Michael, and four Camerons − Bill, 
Bob, Donald and Jim, Sonny and Bert 
netted three whales that day. 

The wind picked up a bit later 
that night, breaching the net and al-
lowing two of the whales to escape. 

But the capture sparked a me-

unwittingly captured an 
orca in his net at Namu 
on the central coast. 

Ted Griffin, owner 
of the Seattle Aquarium, 
paid $8,000 for “Namu” 
and towed it all the way 
from Namu to Seattle in a 
triangular pen. 

By the time the 
whale reached Decep-
tion Pass in Washington, 
the entire world was 
watching and Namu had 
become an international 
celebrity. 

Namu only lived 
for a year but Griffin was 
hooked and immediately 
went into business catch-
ing whales himself. 

Two years later in 
1967, Griffin provided 
the Vancouver Aquarium 
with a female, Skana, its 
first resident killer whale, 
for $22,000. 

Suddenly there was 
a healthy market for killer whales and 
aquariums from all over the world 
were offering huge sums for a live 
capture. 

Meanwhile, back in Pender Har-
bour, fisherman Cecil (Sonny) Reid 
had been following this story with 
mild interest when his dad mentioned 
he should go out and try to catch one. 

In February of 1968, a pod of or-
cas came into Pender Harbour, prob-
ably following the schools of spring 
salmon who were themselves follow-
ing the schools of herring.

“I just happened to have my San 
Juan net still on the drum — which is 
a lot deeper and touched bottom — so 

Onlookers are treated to one of the whales showing off. It was soon observed that the whales were 
extremely inteligent and as curious of people as we were of them. 

Garden Bay Pub Collection photo

continued next page
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Killer Whales(cont.)

nets specifically for catching whales 
and purchased permits from the DoF, 
which was starting to realize it needed 
to regulate the killer whale fishery 
before it got out of control. 

The timing was perfect because 
soon after it became next to impos-
sible to acquire a whale fishing permit 
— which left Reid and Gooldrup the 
only two permits in Pender Harbour. 

Two months later, Sonny recalls 
that he and Bert were off on an unsuc-
cessful wild whale chase up the coast 
and eventually gave up to be home 
in time for a bowling banquet held at 
Lord Jim’s Lodge in Secret Cove.

“Everyone knew we were coming 
home for this bowl-
ing banquet so they 
had it rigged up that 
they were gonna pull 
a prank on us and they 
were gonna phone and 
say the whales were in 
Garden Bay,” Sonny 
says.

“Little did 
they know that Sam 
Lamont had phoned 
my mother and my 
mother phoned and 
told me the whales 
were there. So I tell 
Bert and Marie and 
Isabel and the four of 
us all left the party 
early.” 

While the rest of 
the party reveled in 
their successful prank, 
the four of them raced 
to back to Pender 
Harbour, still in their 
dress clothes.

“I guess it was a 

Vancouver Public Aquarium 
director, Murray Newman told a 
Vancouver daily:

 “We’re considering keeping 
the whale up there for some time and 
perhaps developing a research and 
collecting station in Pender Har-
bour.” 

Arrangements were made with 
the Columbia Coast Mission to set 
up pens in Hospital Bay and train-
ers Terry McLoud and Graeme Ellis 
were sent to Pender Harbour to train 
and study Hyak more closely in its 
“natural” environment.

After this first brush with suc-
cess, Reid and Gooldrup rigged up 

The group split the money evenly 
although the selling price was much 
less than what Griffin had paid earlier 
for a whale. 

Bert Gooldrup told a reporter 
from a local paper at the time that the 
fishermen didn’t want to make a profit 
as long as their time was covered and 
Vancouver had a local whale.

“Pender” became “Hyak” and 
was being groomed as a companion 
for Skana in the hope that they might 
produce offspring but aquarium of-
ficials decided to keep the whale 
in Pender Harbour until they could 
renovate the whale pool and make it 
suitable for two. 

Though they could have escaped at any point, the  whales were wary of the flimsy gillnet and accepted 
their captivity. Bert Gooldrup’s brand new Bonavista, pictured here, was sold many years later but landed 
back in the news in 1993 after it collided with a tug and barge near Active Pass, killing all six aboard.

Garden Bay Pub Collection photo
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hell of a big laughter because it ruined 
the party for us. We left there but the 
whales were really in Garden Bay 
— it was no prank!” Reid says.

“So we took Bert’s boat and we 
ran over and we set the net and we 
caught ’em.”

Bill and Muriel Cameron ar-
rived to help the four haul nets as they 
worked through the night, still in their 
suits and evening gowns.  

The seven whales caught that 
evening were most likely members 
of Hyak’s pod and, ironically, it was 
the captive whale that attracted the 
other family members in to allow their 
capture. 

The media were there by morn-
ing and the whales created an interna-
tional bidding war. 

Aquariums like Marineland 
of the Pacific in Los Angeles, Sea 
World in San Diego, the Seattle Ma-
rine Aquarium and the Marine World 
Aquarium in Redwood City in Cali-
fornia all sent representatives to take 
part in what the Vancouver Sun called 
“the biggest whale sale in the world.”

After four of the whales were 
sold to US aquariums, fetching up 
to $25,000 a piece, the Vancouver 
Aquarium stepped in to purchase the 
remaining three, keeping Skookum 
Cecil, a male, and Natsidalia, a fe-
male, in Pender Harbour. 

The third, a male calf named 
Peanuts, was shipped to Vancouver to 
become a companion for Skana. 

Peanuts would later became 
Hyak II, one of the longest living Kill-
er Whales in captivity, educating and 
performing for Vancouver Aquarium 
audiences until his death in 1991.

With three whales now stationed 
in Pender Harbour, the aquarium had a 

major attraction on 
its hands. 

The trainers 
not only were able 
to teach the whales 
to eat but in short 
time were able to 
get them to perform 
tricks on cue. 

Soon they’d 
built three net pens, 
a viewing area for 
visitors and were 
actively promoting 
Pender Harbour’s 
whale facility 
through print bro-
chures and advertis-
ing. 

On August 1, 
1968 the Pender 
Harbour Whale 
Station officially 
opened and report-
edly attracted some 
10,000 visitors that 
summer. 

There was talk 
of expanding what 
promised to become 
a major tourist at-
traction. 

Reid was 
honoured with the 
Captain Vancouver 
Award in recogni-
tion of the amount 
of publicity he helped to bring to 
Vancouver’s growing aquarium and 
the Financial Post even wrote an ar-
ticle on the promise of this new whale 
hunting industry.

But this period was to be the 
high point for the Pender Harbour 
fishermen and signalled the end of 

innocence for Pender Harbour’s whale 
hunting industry. 

Soon afterward things took an 
ugly turn.

*To be continued in the 
January 2008 Harbour Spiel.

The Vancouver Aquarium’s ‘Pender Harbour Whale Station’ 
brochure promised “At Pender Harbour you will see one large 
whale perform at intervals upon the command of its trainer. In 
adjoining pens, you will see scientists studying the behaviour, 
intelligence and sensory systems of other specimens.” For 40 
days after its opening on August 1, 1968, the display reportedly 
attracted 10,000 visitors.
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Pender HarbourPender Harbour  


Cultural CentreCultural Centre

Harbour Gallery 
 Christmas Sale

Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22 
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Local artLocal art

Great pricesGreat prices

RefreshmentsRefreshments

You are invited to Wendie’s
 Christmas Open House

Saturdays & Sundays
Dec. 1&2,  8&9, 15&16,  22&23

10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Gifts for everyone on your list

(save 10-30% off selected items)

• Natural handmade bath/body  
   products & gift baskets
• Jewellery, candles, awesome        
   lamps & stocking stuffers
• Ultimate Royal Massage 
   Certificates…and much more

Bring a friend
Door Prize o Refreshments

Thanks for your community support!

604-883-9361

5653 Garden Bay Road

 

4590 Sinclair Bay Rd. 
Garden Bay, B.C. (Pender Harbour) 

 1-888-motokos            www.motokoart.com            604-883-9472 

MMoottookkoo’’ss  OOrriiggiinnaall  AArrtt—— Fine Art Studio & Gallery 

Visit the gallery to 
get a special gift for 
that someone special 
this holiday season! 

 
 

Experience the 
 ambience of this 

beautiful 
 contemporary fine 

art gallery 

Winter Hours 
 

Oct.– May 
Open Sat. & Sun. 
Noon—5:00 p.m. 

& 
by appointment 
during the week 

Originals 
Limited edition prints 
Signed reproductions 

Art Cards 
Gift certificates 

Keep Us Warm 
This Winter

In the yurts - check 
out the selection 
of wearables and 
interior accessories 
created by fibre 
artists on the 
Sunshine Coast 
— great Christmas 
gifts!

FibreWorks Studio & Gallery
12887-12889 Sunshine Coast Hwy. • Madeira Park, BC

(604)883-2380 • www.gunboatbaylodge.com/fibreworks.html
Winter hours: Wed. to Sun. 11a.m. to 5 p.m. & by appt.
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OBITUARY
Mary Alice LaFave

APRIL 24, 1922 - OCTOBER 19, 2007

and adventuresome life flying 
float planes and operating resorts 
in the Kamloops area and in the 
Yukon.

Mary leaves her four children, 
Cheryl, Warren, Harold and 
Debra, as well as 10 granchil-
dren and seven great-grandchil-
dren who will treasure many 
wonderful memories of her.

Both Mary and Jack were 
born in Vancouver.

They are together once more 
in peace.

A memorial will be held on 
October 27, in Chilliwack, at 
Edenbank.

Best Wishes to All for a Happy Holiday SeasonBest Wishes to All for a Happy Holiday Season

We Appreciate your supportWe Appreciate your support

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF ABBEYFIELD HOUSE 
~ Dinners for Donors Campaign ~

$100 Buys your brick $100 Buys your brick (Tax receipt (Tax receipt available)available)
*Only 18 to go until 1st Dinner Draw*Only 18 to go until 1st Dinner Draw

Our beloved mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother, 
Mary LaFave, nee Taylor, of 
Ladysmith, B.C. passed on after 
a short illness.

She was predeceased by her 
husband and life partner of 60 
years, Jack, in January of this 
year. 

   Jack and Mary led an active 
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(604) 885-6800 (tel)
(604) 885-7909 (fax)

SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT
1975 Field Road, Sechelt, BC, V0N 3A1

www.scrd.bc.ca
Office Hours: Monday to Friday 8:30 - 4:30

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Thursday, December 6, 2007
• 1:30 pm  Community Services Committee
Monday, December 10, 2007
• 9:30 am  Budget
Tuesday, December 11, 2007
• 9:30 am  Budget
Wednesday, December 12, 2007
• 9:30 am  Budget
Thursday, December 13, 2007
• 1:30 pm  Planning and Development Committee
• 7:30 pm  Regular Board

 DIRECTOR CONTACT INFORMATION
Director John Rees is available to meet with residents to discuss 
local issues related to the Sunshine Coast Regional District 
government. He can be reached at home at (604) 883-9033 or 
by e-mail, jarees@dccnet.com.
Alternate Director Barrie Wilbee is now assisting Director 
Rees with Policing and Transportation issues and can be 
reached at (604) 883-2243. 

PENDER HARBOUR LANDFILL (604-883-2954)
Winter Operating Hours
• Monday   8:30 am – 4:30 pm
• Tuesday   8:30 am – 12:30 pm
• Wednesday to Saturday   8:30 am – 4:30 pm
• Sundays — CLOSED all day

CHRISTMAS OPERATING HOURS
• Christmas Eve-Mon. Dec.24          Close: 3:30
• Christmas Day–Tues. Dec 25        Closed all day
• Boxing Day–Wed. Dec. 26             Closed all day
• New Year’s Eve–Mon. Dec. 31      Close: 3:30
• New Year’s Day–Tues. Jan 1         Closed all day
For more information, visit: 
http://www.scrd.bc.ca/infrastructure_solidwaste.html

Recreation Dept:				    885-6801 
Building Dept:				    885-6803	
Planning Dept:				    885-6804
Mapping Dept:				    885-6805
Animal Control. Officer:			   885-6817
Bylaw Enforcement Officer:		  885-6819
Sunshine Coast (Sechelt) Arena:		  885-6864	
Sechelt Aquatic Centre:			   885-6865 
Pender Harbour Pool:			   885-6866
Gibsons Pool:				    885-6867

Gibsons Firehall: 				    885-6870
Roberts Creek Firehall: 			   885-6871
Sechelt Landfill: 				    885-6889
Transit Department:				   885-6899
(including schedules)
Infrastructure Department:	 		  885-6806
(including toilet replace program)	  
Parks Department:				    885-6802
(including cemetery inquiries)

TELEPHONE NUMBERS:
The SCRD has a telephone system that features an automated attendant.  Our main number 604-885-6800 provides access 

to all of our services or you can direct dial as per the following list:

We are in the process of redeveloping our website – stay tuned for more information!

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURE 
The SCRD offices will be closed from Tues. Dec. 25, 2007 to Tues. Jan. 1, 2008. The office will re-open at 8:30 a.m on 

January 2, 2008.  

Seasons Greetings from the SCRD Board and Staff
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REES’S PIECE
By John Rees

SCRD Director, 
Area A

Another 
year gone by 
and a suitable 
opportunity for 

me to thank all those volunteers who 
give their time, effort and monetary 
contributions to keep this community  
progressing — your efforts don’t go 
unnoticed. 

Since I have been at the SCRD 
the one thing that stands out in my 
mind is the difference we make here, 
in the Pender Harbour/Egmont area, 
by rolling up our sleeves,  digging 
deep into our pockets and generally 
giving a lot of our time  to help make  
things happen.

There are way too many groups, 
organizations, boards, clubs, com-
mittees  and individuals to separately 
identify  here but you all do wonder-
ful work and deserve a big thank you  
from the community.

Normally almost all improve-
ment initiatives  come from these 
various groups. 

They have the vision,  the energy, 
they do all the leg work and look for 
very little government support.

 Part of my job is to monitor 
these efforts and try to provide as 
much of that support as is logically, 
and financially  available. 

I become involved to some de-
gree whenever organizations receive 
local taxation or support at any level.

 We sometimes take for granted 
the dedicated volunteer service by 
our fire departments, the boards and 
trustees that steer our harbour author-
ity, our aquatic society, our clinic,  our 
community school, the Library, the 
water trustees, the Bargain Barn (sup-
port for the health centre, the Egmont 
Heritage Centre, community police, 

the Iris Griffith Centre, seniors’ hous-
ing society, and those wonderful 
people who organize Harbourside 
Friendships for Seniors, the legion 
and its support groups and the envi-
ronmental monitoring community.

 We also have so many special 
event organizers and teams who work 
almost the entire year to continue our 
community traditions, had enough of 
retirement yet Monty? 

Don’t forget all our hard-work-
ing coaches, out there in all kinds of 
weather, teaching our kids.

The Area Planning Committee 
(APC) has another dozen volunteers 
working continuously on land use 
planning and is always the busiest 
APC on the Coast.

This past year we have some 
great examples of volunteer achieve-
ment in our extended community.

The fundraising required for our 
new fast response vessel  was a great 
effort by the Coast Guard  members 
and their foundation.

 The local PAC group raised 
funds and completed  a new play-
ground facility at Madeira Park El-
ementary School.

The Pender Harbour Clinic 
and its auxiliary have raised almost 
enough money to retire the mortgage 

for the new addition.
The Pender Harbour Commu-

nity Club has completed a new waste 
system and some major structural 
improvements.

Finally 2007 will go on record as 
an amazing year for the Egmont Fire 
Deptartment.

This very small community has 
clearly demonstrated what volunteer-
ism is all about. 

With help from the PHVFD and 
others, they are completing their train-
ing and firefighting capabilities — and 
they have even built their own fire 
hall.

Now, complete to lock-up, this 
3500 square-foot facility has been 
built entirely by volunteers who have 
accomplished this huge task for a cost 
of $28 per square-foot. 

Can anyone out there remember 
when we had construction costs that 
low?

On behalf of the rest of the com-
munity, thanks  to all our volunteers 
— your efforts and generosity is most 
appreciated.

 Marlene and I wish you  a very 
special  Merry Christmas and let’s not 
forget  all the families of volunteers 
who also give so much.

 Copper Sky Gallery & Cafe

Breakfast - Lunch 
Organic Coffees & Teas 
Desserts - Wireless Internet access 
Art Gallery  & Gift shop
Cafe  hours : Monday - Saturday  6 am - 4 pm  / Sunday 7- 2:30pm
Gallery  Shop hours : Tuesday - Saturday 11- 4pm

Downtown Madeira Park in Pender Harbour
  604-883-0096 cafe / 604-883-0098 gallery

Join us for some Christmas cheer December 8th, 
11to 3 pm, for appies & hot beverages.
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right away.  
As I’ve mentioned before, Alpine 

huck, with its fine graceful branching, 
looks great.  

You’ll see it growing along the 
dump road.  

At Garden Bay Road and Oyster 
Bay Road, much of the scrub is cov-
ered in gray-white lichen.  

Cut into a garden pot, it just says 
winter.  Further along on dry rock out-
crops you’ll also see lichen growing 
in sheets.  Used like spaghnum moss 
as a soil cover, it will really accent red 
berries and variegated foliage.

“Roadsidia” is always free!
Last year, I mentioned bringing 

indoors some type of tree or shrub to 
be planted outdoors later rather than 
having a cut Christmas tree.  

Dick and Lise Aylmer tried this 
with a four-foot Oregon pine much to 
the consternation of the nursery where 
they purchased it. 

Two weeks indoors and now a 
lovely foundation plant in their garden 
for about the same cost of a shaped 
cut one.  

A cornum (dogwood) floridia 
could make a nice break from tradi-
tion.  

The bare branches curve grace-
fully with interesting breaks.  

To attach lights use raffia or 
red yarn so as not to scrape the bark 
and not too heavy on the Christmas 
brambles.

Water is the most important thing 
for these outdoor/indoor shrubs.  

Those plastic “terra cotta” con-
tainers with a little oversized saucer 
are fine.  

Your own ceramic container with 
a saucer inside, is fine as well, but the 
watering is hard to gauge.  

HARBOUR GARDENING
Lights alright

by Jim Rutherford

Don’t you love all those glossy 
gardening magazines that no one’s got 
the time, money or a warehouse of 
supplies to copy? 

I love made-up words.
 “Patioscape” is all the rage.  
The word is meaningless, but 

regardless, the look is great.  
Simply regrouping your land-

scape pots on a deck or patio can get 
you in the holiday mood.  

Perhaps retrieve, or replant as 
necessary, the containers where the 
annuals are now done.  

Osmanthus heterophyllus also 
know as false holly (verigated) would 
be my choice in a one gallon pot to 
liven up a container for Christmas.  

It sure looks like holly, but with-

out the very prickly leaves.
An evergreen rounded shrub up 

to three metres flowering from Octo-
ber to December with white, sweetly-
scented flowers and purplish-black 
fruit — any soil, sun or shade.

 Parpureus is the hardiest variety.  
Skimmia japonica, a broadleaf 

evergreen, is a shrub that’s always 
worth having. 

 In order to get a good crop of 
red berries, both male and female 
plants are needed and should be 
planted side by side.  

Hand pollination can be done by 
removing a male flower head which is 
releasing pollen and brushing it over 
the female flowers.  

The male flower heads are a little 
more advanced on the stem, while the 
female inflorescences are tucked a 
little lower in the flossy foliage.  

Skimmia is especially tolerant of 
shady sites, but prefers rich slightly 
acid soil like bark mulch.  

Awhile ago Curtis/Rona had 
some bright red railway lamps on 
sale. 

For the season, perhaps place 
several leading up to your front door 
and spaced to accent the deck contain-
ers.  

To feature some of your pots, 
cut branches can be added for height 
which gives you definition and depth 

Services we provide:
     • Garden and grounds maintenance
     • Fall planting
     • Clean-up and pruning
     • Power washing
     • Help for existing gardens
     • New landscape designs

“The Crew” 
604-883-9597G
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 Area A Seniors’ Housing
 Outreach Healthy Meal Program
• New 3 day menu delivered on Mondays

Thanks to all the volunteers who helped Anky carry out the 
meal service during my vacation.  You’re the greatest!  — Linda 

For info: Linda Curtiss 604-883-2819 or Anky Drost 604-883-0033
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PENDER PET PATTER

Dr. Rick Smalley

Madeira Park

#101 Madeira Landing

VETERINARY 
HOSPITAL

(604) 883-2488

Providing complete
companion animal 
veterinary care in 
Pender Harbour

General surgery
Orthopedic surgery
Dentistry
Radiology
Laboratory facilities

MONDAY-FRIDAY

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
SATURDAY 
9 a.m. -Noon

Pet promises and New Year’s resolutions
By Carole Logtenberg

DOG PROMISES AND 
RESOLUTIONS

I promise not to drink water from 
the Christmas tree dish.

I promise not to eat chocolate or 
poinsettias making my human have to 
call the vet on Christmas morning.

I promise not to eat my 
new bone until it is out 
of the stocking and 
unwrapped.

I promise 
not to eat every 
single morsel of 
food my hu-
man relatives 
offer me.

The 
Christmas tree 
is not like the 
outside trees 
and I promise not 
to pee on it.

I promise not 
to get tangled in the 
Christmas lights when my 
human is trying to string them 
on the tree.

Santa Claus is a jolly old man 
and I promise not to bite him when he 
comes down the chimney.

I promise to wag my tail with 
enthusiasm when my human puts fake 
antlers on my head even though I feel 
like tucking my tail and hiding under 
the chair.

I resolve not put my chewed up 
toys on my human’s underwear when 
they are sitting on the toilet.

I resolve to stop eating from the 
garbage can and throwing up on the 
rug.

I resolve to not place my head on 

my human’s lap while he is eating and 
drool down his pants.

CAT PROMISES AND
RESOLUTIONS

I promise not to climb up the 
Christmas tree and make it fall over.

I promise not to swat at the 
Christmas ornaments causing them 

to fall and shatter on the 
floor.

I promise not to 
drink Santa’s milk 

even though I 
think I deserve 
it more than he 
does.

I prom-
ise not to eat 
tinsel.

I promise 
not to block 

the television 
screen by sit-

ting in front of it 
during my human’s 

favorite part of her fa-
vorite Christmas special.

I promise not to hiss at my 
human’s company and mischievously 
stare at them throughout the evening.

I resolve not to drink from the 
toilet.

I resolve not to lie on the key-
board when my human is trying to 
type.

I definitely resolve not to hit the 
delete key just when my human has 
finished her computer work. 

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year from Dr. Smalley, Kirsten, 
Doretta, Mardell, Carole, Alison and 
Hannah.
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9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Mon-Fri.   12828 Lagoon Road
(604)883-2511          www.sphwd.ca

SO
UT

HPender Harbour 
Waterworks District

The Water Board Office is open Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
In case of emergency after hours please call 1-866-363-5949.  

The Board generally meets on the third Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m.

 
If a power out-

age results in no 
water at your 

home feel free to 
use our outside 
tap at the Water 

Board Office.  

The tap is 
located on the 

right side of the 
building beside 
the Maintance 

shop door. 

The Board of Trustees has 
been working 

closely with the 
Sunshine Coast Regional 

District to assure the 
amalgamation is 

finalized as soon as 
possible.  

We thank you for your pa-
tience and understanding 

while the 
transfer is in progress. 

 
Extreme weather conditions have 

been bringing us high winds, 
heavy rains and 
power outages. 

As a safety precaution 
during these times, it is 

recommended that people with 
compromised immune systems, 
small children and the elderly 

boil their drinking water.  

For more information 
contact the Water Board 

Office. 

The Water Board Office will be closed for 
Christmas Holidays December 25th and will re-open December 31st.  

If there is an emergency please call 1-866-363-5949.

The board of trustees and staff 
wish everyone a very 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!
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PHOTOJOURNAL

Marlayne Williams of the Medical Clinic accepts $3,000 
cheque from John Forward (r) of the Pender Harbour Lions 
and Rick Wagner of Lafarge - Earl Creek Division.  Lafarge 
sponsored the Lions’ Easter pancake breakfast allowing all 
money collected to go directly to the clinic.

Wishing All the Best During 
the Holiday Season.

– Staff & volunteers, 

Pender Harbour & 

District Health Centre

P. H. Aquatic Society 
Special Meeting

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 2007
7 p.m. 

P.H.S.S, Room 107

 

John Rees (Area A SCRD Director), 
Debbie Cole (PHA&FC Manager), 

and the PHAS board members 
will present plans, cost 

estimates and funding options for 
planned renovations to the P. H. 

Aquatic & Fitness Centre.

Nell Boue (centre) is a Pender Harbour Credit Union member 
who won the $5,000 prize from the coast wide VALUE OF 
MEMBERSHIP campaign that ran July 1 - September 30, 
2007. She is flanked by Susan Knock (l), SCCU member 
service supervisor and Shelley McDade (r), SCCU chief 
operating officer.

Duane Burnett photoPhoto submitted
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DL5936
SOUTH COAST FORDSOUTH COAST FORD

5606 Wharf Rd., Sechelt, BC5606 Wharf Rd., Sechelt, BC
604-885-3281 / Toll-free 1-800-538-4504604-885-3281 / Toll-free 1-800-538-4504www.southcoastford.com

PHOTOJOURNAL

The new soccer field at the Pender Harbour Lions’ Park is starting to take shape. A rough grade is almost complete and soon 
crews will start applying sand and topsoil to make the field itself. The views of Mt. Daniel to the south and the Caren range to the 
north will ensure that the field will be one of the most scenic places to kick a ball around on the whole Coast.

2008 Ranger

“Best Selling 
Compact Truck

 in Canada”
 

Merry Christmas 

from everyone here at 

South Coast Ford
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BURNING ISSUES
Here we go again!

By Barry Ashley

As I write, 
four days after 
the power lines 
came crashing 
down all over 

the Harbour, things still aren’t back to 
normal: 

We’ve just had a call to a trans-
former on fire on Deller Road as the 
power came back on to parts of Gar-
den Bay, so there’s something wrong 
somewhere!

This freak weather could be 
coincidence, of course, or it could be 
the way things are increasingly going 
to be in the future — it all depends on 
your take on global warming.

Either way, after what we got 
tied up in when the lines came down, 
I make no apologies for writing again 
about the dangers of downed power 
lines.

A power line across the road 
might look harmless enough, but it’s 
not safe unless the power has been 
disconnected and grounded — and 
ONLY Hydro can confirm that. 

So the fire department’s job when 
called out to downed power lines is 
to assume the wires are still live and 
keep everyone at least 30 feet away 
from them until Hydro appear and 
confirm they are disconnected and 
grounded. 

Usually this will mean that we 
have to close the road. Sorry about 
that. 

The reality is that, even if the 
wires are dead before Hydro appears, 
they can be re-energized by a home-
owner’s generator if it’s incorrectly 
wired into his domestic circuit, start-
ing up and back-feeding power into 
the lines. 

That means that a line in contact 

with the ground will immediately send 
out waves of electricity around the 
point of contact, up to a distance of 30 
feet. 

This is called “step potential.” 
If you happen to be standing 

within that circle, you get electro-
cuted.

In the recent storm, the number 
of downed lines was so big that we 
didn’t get called to them all. So be 
aware that any downed power line that 
you may happen upon is potentially 
lethal and stay away from it until you 
hear from Hydro that it is safe — and 
impress this on the kids, please!

AND WHILE WE’RE AT IT
Now that winter is just around 

the corner, a few reminders of things 
to do to make sure that you’re fire safe 
— think of it as “winterizing.” if you 
like.

1. Make sure your smoke alarms 
are working.

2. Sweep your chimney.
3. Check your fire extinguisher, 

recharge/replace if necessary.
4. Clean the fluff out of your 

electric dryer vent pipe.
5. Make sure your house number 

is clearly visible from the road, in 
both directions.

6. Make sure access to your 
house is unobstructed - can a fire en-
gine get down your track?

7. Does everyone in the house 
remember what to do in the event of a 
fire? Ask them!

TIME MARCHES ON
As the old saying goes, you can’t 

keep a good man down.
That’s certainly true in the case 

of Larry Curtiss. 
In early 2003, I wrote that Larry 

had become the first Pender Harbour 

firefighter to complete 30 years ser-
vice, having joined the Madeira Park 
firehall on Nov. 7, 1972. 

Well, five years have flown by 
and he’s still serving his community 
as modestly as ever as an active fire-
fighter!

In terms of the time, commitment 
and energy required, 35 years as an 
unpaid volunteer is a long time.

I’m sure Larry would agree that 
it brings its own rewards: Satisfaction 
in serving the community in a very 
special way, a special sense of cama-
raderie with your fellow firefighters 
and a sense of pride in some of the 
rescues you have been involved in, to 
name but a few.

He probably feels a bit lonely 
these days as all his contempories 
have long gone (except Monty, but 
that’s another story!), but still he turns 
out, dedicated as ever, an inspiration 
to us all. 

Long may he continue to do so!    

(604) 886-1212 or
(604) 989-1212

• Portable toilet rentals
• Septic tank cleaning
• Drain flushing
• Septic field  flushing
• Perimeter drain flushing

 
best service. 
best prices.
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Dear Editor,

They called it the “Last Gold 
Rush.”

All the other fisheries had been 
steadily declining by the late 60s or 
early 70s, as I recall.

Japan was now a supreme manu-
facturing giant — money!

They were nuts about herring 
eggs so we geared up.

At the height of it, the buy-
ers paid with a ruler. A stack of 50s 
tightly squished down and inch thick 
was “X” dollars.

The largest set in West Coast 
history was made, I believe, by a large 
seiner netting over $4 million. 

One set!
But like all great orgies, it ta-

pered out — fish stocks faded and so 
did the markets.

Around Jimmyville (south end, 
Texada Island area), things got strang-
er every year.

Where once 75 to 150 boats 
could be counted on a given day 
(Sporters), it became five and 15 and 
then one or two or never any.

My old Stellar seas lions van-
ished and starving packs of Califor-
nias showed up.

Every year there have been fewer 
and fewer gulls and ducks.

Now there’s almost none.
The once squawking, chattering 

racket of the shoreside is now silent.
There’s no otters around, I don’t 

see any mink and damn few goons.
And the water is deep, green and 

clear.
Clear.
No more herring excrement 

— red and greasy on the evening tide-
wash.

Global warming the culprit?
Nope.
We’ve been on a big reckless 

pisser and the inevitable hangover is 
settling in.

Our farming policies of our once 
magnificent and bountiful oceans have 
bordered on negligence.

So says me.
Peace,

Jimmy Dougan

Mother nature on the run
LETTERS

Implants have been used in den-
tistry since 1965. 

Over the last 20 years, implants 
have become part of standard dental 
care and have offered new treatment 
planning options. 

Teeth that have been removed 
due to advanced decay or break-
ing can now have the missing root 
replaced with metal screw-like struc-
tures that are permanently imbedded 
into the jawbone, the bone regrows 
around this screw to form a solid 
immovable unit that can then have 
a crown attached to the base com-
pleting the implant. Implants do not 
decay and do not need root canal 
treatment. 

As a result, implant restorations 
have a higher long-term survival rate 
and have the highest success rate of 
all the prosthetic options available 
today. 

Implant dentistry is becom-
ing the primary method for replac-
ing missing teeth, rather than a last 
resort.

This exciting treatment offers pa-
tients a permanent solution to replac-
ing missing teeth, from a single tooth 
to the whole dentition of a person 
now using dentures. 

Implants supported dentures are 

far superior to dentures that rely on 
adhesives to keep them in place.

 
Your general dentist knows your 

teeth best, they see you on a regular 
basis and can evaluate your need for 
treatment. 

A general dentist has under gone 
an advanced, extended supervised 
training program to qualify to place 
implants.

 The Sunshine Coast Dental 
Group, Dr. Robert Hynd and Dr. Lisa 
Virkela are pleased to announce that 
Madeira Park will not be left out of 
this implant revolution. 

Coming in 2008 our dental office 
will be offering patients the oppor-
tunity to have implant treatment 
done here at our office in the Pender 
Harbour Health Centre. 

Please feel free to drop by or call 
for more information if you are inter-
ested in dental implants. 

As always we welcome new pa-
tients and our helpful friendly staff is 
on hand Monday to Friday from 9:00 
am to 5:00 pm to book your appoint-
ment with one of our dentists or with 
our hygienist Linda Williams. 

Our phone number is 604-883-
2997.

TO IMPLANT OR NOT TO IMPLANT -  THAT’S THE QUESTION

Madeira Park Dental Office
(604)883-2997

Advertisement

Tel 883-9551
Fax 883-2939

Toll Free 1-800-668-0288
E-mail: curtislumber@dccnet.com
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PHOTO HISTORY

Back Row:
1 Oliver Dubois, 2 Bob Lee, 3 Albert Edwardson, 4 John Dames, 5 Len Dubois, 6 Wilbur Edwardson, 7 Mrs. Huston, 8 ?? 

Wray

Second Row:
9 Bert Gooldrup, 10 Vera Edwardson, 11 Tiffy Wray, 12 Jack Gooldrup, 13 Gertie Edwardson, 14 Nancy Lee, 15 ?? ??

Front Row:
16 Louise  ??, 17 Violet Dubois, 18 Muriel Cameron (Wray), 19 Jean Gooldrup

It was the “Daffy Down Dilly”!

Thanks to Violet and her brother 
Ben Dubois for filling in the blanks 
from this photo printed in the October 
2007 issue.

There was more than missing 
information. 

It turns out that the school wasn’t 
Maple School at Donnelly’s Landing 
but the new school at Irvine’s Landing 

which made it Mrs. Huston, not Mrs. 
Harper.

The photo was taken in 1930 
after a Christmas concert called the 
“Daffy Down Dilly”.

The “Daffy Down Dilly” was 
actually held in the Irvines Landing 
Hotel.

“Everybody in Pender was 

there.” says Violet Dubois, who was 
nine years old when the photo was 
taken.

All that Violet could recall about 
the missing two names is that #16, 
Louise, had just moved here and 
“cried a lot” and #15 was partly chi-
nese and had two brothers.
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COMMUNITY

By S. Ross Hastings

The Sunshine Coast is among 
Canada’s most popular destinations 
for retirees seeking the ideal location 
for their twilight years. 

Here, retirees now account for 30 
per cent of the population, a figure 
which is growing. 

After 82-year-old pilot Peter Garri-
son died awhile ago when he crashed 
his plane into a Richmond apartment 
building, it seems timely to take a 
closer look at the problems associated 
with driving and age.

Like so many other things in life, 
complaining about elderly drivers is 
easy to do. 

I hear about it often – the frustra-
tion of driving to Langdale, running 
late to catch the ferry, and finding 
oneself the ninth or tenth car in a 
chain of bumper-to-bumper vehicles 
dragging behind the yacht-sized Town 
Car coasting along at 30 Ks below the 
limit. 

But what about the question of 

safety – both the safety of the aged 
driver and other road users? 

At any parking lot on the Coast you 
can witness elderly drivers as they 
negotiate the difficulties of operating 
the door handle and gaining entry to 
the vehicle while struggling to remain 
upright when the walking cane leaves 
the ground as they lower themselves 
into the driver seat. 

I’m not talking about officially dis-
abled drivers – these are simply very 
elderly people who have considerable 
difficulty even standing, sitting down 
or opening a car-door unaided, yet 
presumably still feel confident enough 
to continue driving. 

This may seem a rather cruel obser-
vation, but it is a factual one – and not 
a rarity. 

While driving on the Coast, my 
safety and that of my wife has been 
placed in danger numerous times by 
the dangerous driving decisions of 
elderly drivers — one occasion was an 
incident that almost became a four-car 
pileup.

So when is it time to hang up the 
car-keys for good? 

The aftermath of Peter Garrison’s 
plane crash in Vancouver is rela-
tively benign when compared to the 
10deaths caused last year in California 
when an elderly man, later convicted 
for vehicular manslaughter, crashed 
his vehicle into a crowded market. 

Statistically, the very young still 
have the edge over the very old when 
it comes to bad driving records, due 
mainly to lack of experience behind 
the wheel. 

Most retired drivers are experi-
enced enough to adjust their driving 
habits to compensate for diminishing 
faculties – hence the tendency to slow 
down a fair bit.  

The statistical likelihood (per kilo-
metre driven) of being in an accident 
does increase with age, even exceed-
ing the risks associated with teenage 
drivers once 85 is reached. 

However, serious injury for the 
older driver in such an accident is 
more likely than with younger drivers. 

Recent American studies have 
shown that crashes are the number-
one cause of injury-related death for 
those aged 65 to 75. 

Factors such as Alzheimer’s, arthri-
tis and multiple medications combine 
to affect driving judgment in ways not 
always obvious to the driver himself.

Psychogeriatrician Dr. I.D. Fergu-
son recently produced a report tar-
geting the problems associated with 
elderly driving in Ontario. 

Ferguson’s findings confirmed the 
increase of accident likelihood after 
75, and the significantly increased 
chance of such an accident resulting 
in the death of the driver. 

By 2028, Ontario will have fewer 
than 2.5 million drivers of age 56 and 
older. 

When is it time to give up the car keys?

TThhee  BBaarrggaaiinn  BBaarrnn  TThhrriifftt  SSttoorree,,  MMaaddeeiirraa  PPaarrkk  

  
  
  

50% OFF REGULAR PRICE ON  
ALL CLOTHING ITEMS 

DECEMBER 12, 14, 15, 2007 
10:30—3:30 

The Auxiliary to the Health Centre 
wishes everyone a Merry Christmas 
and a very happy and healthy new 

year.  Thank you for your donations 
and thank you to all our customers for 

making this our best sales year!    

““TThhee  ffiinneesstt  aanndd  ffrriieennddlliieesstt  tthhrriifftt  ssttoorree  oonn  tthhee  CCooaasstt””  

THE STORE WILL BE CLOSED FROM 
DECEMBER 16 TO JANUARY 12,  

REOPENING WED. JANUARY 16, 2008 
 

Please do not leave any donated items 
at the store during this time.   

We will be happy to receive them after 
January 16, 2008.  Thank you 

The Bargain Barn 
NEEDS volunteers 

  Call Janet at  
604-883-9330 or 

jmthomas@dccnet.com  
if you can help 
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Even more worrying, an estimated 
130,000 of these will be sufferers of 
dementia.  

Dr. Ferguson’s findings on de-
mentia and driving suggest that only 
one in four drivers diagnosed with 
dementia actually stop driving — in-
deed, they tend to continue driving 
for around four years after the initial 
onset of symptoms despite being con-
sidered two to five times more likely 
to cause an accident. 

General age factors such as deterio-
rating sight, slowing reaction time/re-
flexive response, decreased mobility 
and difficulties in making decisions 
based on multiple simultaneous sourc-
es of information and stimuli also 
conspire to increase the likelihood of 
collision. 

Common indicators that age-related 
factors are impacting driving ability 
include:

• Merging or changing lanes with-
out looking;

• Trouble staying in the lane;
• Turning from the wrong lane;
• Stopping at a green light; 
• Stopping when there is no sign to 

stop; 
• Stopping in the middle of inter-

sections; 
• Mistaking the gas pedal for the 

brake pedal; 
• Finding traffic signs and signals 

confusing; 
• Running stop signs or red lights 

without realizing it; 
• Hitting or nearly hitting cars, 

people or objects without realizing it; 
and

• Getting lost in familiar places
Some drivers self-assess them-

selves and voluntarily retire from life 
behind the wheel – sometimes aging 
drivers unnecessarily choose to stop 
driving despite every positive indica-

tion that their driving skills are unim-
paired. 

Others gradually reassess the con-
ditions under which they feel safe to 
drive, perhaps driving only during the 
day, or when traffic is light, or only on 
short, familiar journeys. 

However, the opposite situation is 
all too common, those who overesti-
mate their abilities or fail to recognize 
indicators such as those listed above, 
prompting interventions by family or 
loved ones. 

Approaching the aged about their 
driving is inherently difficult. 

The ability to be mobile, to get 
from place to place without relying on 
assistance from others, is symbolic of 
freedom and independence. 

Studies indicate that the removal of 
the driving privilege can be linked to 
the onset of mental health problems in 
the elderly.

 Attempts to persuade aged parents 
or relatives to relinquish this life-long 
freedom are likely to be met with 
resistance, particularly if the subject 
of our concern fails to recognize the 

warning signs. 
Concern is most commonly mani-

fested in attempts to persuade the 
elderly person to seek consultation 
from a doctor in the hope that the 
doctor will persuade them to give up 
driving for good – effectively transfer-
ring the burden of regulating poten-
tially dangerous driving to the medical 
profession. 

Indeed, BC’s main failsafe seems 
to be the ICBC regulated medical 
exam, which (according to the ICBC 
website) is only mandatory once the 
age of 80 is reached, and even then is 
completed only once every two years.

 As a nation, we have grown older, 
and will continue to do so.

As a community we have a dual 
responsibility to provide the care and 
support our parents and grandparents 
need to enjoy safe, healthy retire-
ment, whether behind the wheel or 
elsewhere – and to challenge and seek 
continued improvement in the laws 
and policies which protect everyone’s 
well-being.         

12856 Harbour View Rd, Madeira Park, Pender Harbour, BC V0N 2H0               
The Anglican Church of Canada

604 883 9927  |  www.standrewsanglican.com  |                     

Sunday, December 16, 3:00 pm 

For some the Christmas season brings sadness 
instead of joy.

Blue Christmas Service
St. Andrew’s Anglican Church 

Join us for prayer, scripture readings and music. 
Let God’s presence shine light into your darkness. 
Experience the wonder and hope of Christmas.

You’re not alone.
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PENDER HARBOUR
 HEALTH CENTRE

First-class health care for the people of the Pender Harbour area

NURSING SERVICES – 883-2764
RNs are on duty 8am – 4pm weekdays	
  • Blood tests   • ECGs	       • Injections
  • Home Care  • Dressings   • Blood pressure
  • Diabetic and Nutrition Counsellling

DENTISTRY – 883-2997
Dr. Robert Hynd 
Dr. Lisa Virkela – Linda Williams – Hygienist
  • Braces
  • Cosmetic Dentistry 
  • Restorative Dental Care Consulting
  • Dentures
  • Surgical Extractions

CHIROPRACTOR & 
MASSAGE THERAPY– 883-2764
Dr. Blake Alderson, DCS, 
Brigit Garrett, RMT
  • Chiropractic care by appointment.
  • Walk in patients welcome, but be
 prepared to wait

PUBLIC HEALTH
Jayna DeRoon , RN, BSN
  • Well Baby Clinic 
  • Child and Adult Immunizations
  **All travel immunizations done in Sechelt

COUNSELLING SERVICES
Tim Hayward – Adult Mental Health
Cheryl Bate – Addiction Services 

PHYSICIANS – 883-2344 
Drs. Cairns, Farrer, McDowell, 
Robinson & Vlasblom
Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm
General/family practice by appointment only
Please bring your Care Card to all appointments

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST  – 604 883-0581
Valerie Whiffen, Ph.D, R. Psych #1764
  • Individual psychotherapy for depression
  • Couples therapy 

For more information, go to www.whiffen.ca

HARBOUR PHYSIOTHERAPY – 740-6728
Paul Cuppen, RPT, BSc
  • Musculoskeletal Examinations
  • Sports Injury Treatments
  • Post-operative Therapy
  • Home Visits 

LOAN CUPBOARD
  • Crutches, walkers, wheelchairs
  • Commodes, raised toilet seats

  • Respiratory nebulizers etc.

Don’t buy anything until you check with us

Alcoholics Anonymous meets Monday and Wednesday evenings – Everyone welcome.
Our board room is available for health related meetings or seminars. Please book in advance.

www.penderharbourhealth.com
Please check the website for current hours and information.Please check the website for current hours and information.
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HARBOUR HEALTH

by PHHC Board of Trustees

RECENT EVENTS
At the end of October Nurse/

Manager Judi Georgetti informed the 
board that she was taking an extended 
leave and that it would start immedi-
ately. 

Given the short notice the board, 
staff, and members of the community 
have been working extended hours 
and have taken on additional duties 
to ensure that programs and services 
provided at the health centre are not 
interrupted.

The board is pleased to announce 
that we have been fortunate to obtain 
the services of Rick MacDonald as 
a temporary, part time administrator 
who will assume the administrative 
duties of the nurse/manager posi-
tion in the temporary absence of Ms. 
Georgetti. 

Rick will also be providing 
advice to the board regarding process 
matters and human resources policies.  

Rick is a seasoned administrator 
and manager and has a long, success-
ful, history of helping organizations. 

Rick started work on November 
22nd and is staying with us as long as 
required.

Rick’s family has owned prop-
erty in the area for more than 50 years 
so he has longstanding connections to 
Pender Harbour.  

Welcome Rick!
We have also been able to obtain 

the services of registered nurses on a 
part-time and casual basis. 

Not only will the addition of 
these individuals help us by ensuring 
we have adequate staff available at 
all times but they will also help us to 
expand the services that are offered at 

the health centre.
In response to public inquiries 

over the recent events, the PHHC 
Board will be holding a special public 
meeting to address the concerns of the 
community. 

A date, location and agenda will 
be set at the Nov. 27 board meeting 
to ensure the required 14-day notice 
period has been provided. 

THE STORM
What a way to start the winter! 
Once again a serious windstorm 

hit the Pender Harbour area and did 
considerable damage to property and 
power lines before it left us. 

Unfortunately our facility suf-
fered some damage when a tree fell on 
one of the outbuildings. 

The board would like to thank 
Jack Dennis and his assistant who 
went beyond the call of duty to ensure 
that not only were the generators run-
ning 24 hours a day to prevent ex-
pensive medical supplies from being 
damaged, but also quickly secured the 
damaged shed and, with the help of 
Don White, removed the tree from the 
roof so that it would not suffer further 
damage.

MOBILE NURSE
Nancy MacKay RN was seen 

boarding a fishing boat during the 
height of the storm to travel to the 
opposite side of the Harbour to get to 
patients who required care. 

Well done Nancy and many 
thanks to the operator of the fishing 
boat for delivering you safely!  

If the operator would like to drop 
by, we would like to provide him or 
her with a free flu shot. 

The board also thanks Linda Sz-

Health Centre hires part-time administrator, plans public meeting
abados RN for her efforts to provide 
nursing services and home care visits 
after the storm and Rose Doepel and 
Merilee Martell for the extra support 
they have given to the health centre 
and its clients.

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS
For those who don’t already 

know, contact has been made with Bill 
Elsner, Emergency Program Co-ordi-
nator of the SCRD.  

He is facilitating a meeting of 
emergency response organizations for 
the Pender Harbour area on November 
27, 2007.  

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST NOW 
AT THE CENTRE

The PHHC Board of Trustees is 
pleased to announce that Dr. Valerie 
Whiffen, Registered Psychologist, is 
providing clinical psychology services 
at the centre. 

Dr. Whiffen received her Ph.D. 
in Clinical Psychology from Simon 
Fraser University in 1986 and she has 
20 years’ experience as a researcher, 
professor, and psychotherapist. 

She will be treating individuals 
for depression and couples with rela-
tionship problems. 

She recently gave a presenta-
tion at the centre about her book “A 
Secret Sadness: The Hidden Relation-
ship Patterns that make Women De-
pressed”.  

Since 2007 she has made Pender 
Harbour her permanent home.

The staff and board of the 
Pender Harbour Health Centre wish 
you a joyful, safe holiday with family 
and friends.
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˚ Excavating               ˚ Drainfield               ˚ Sand & gravel               ˚ Land clearing & demolition

INDIAN ISLE CONSTRUCTION
If you’ve got rock,

 we’ve got the hammer.

Three sizes of rock hammer 
for all your rock needs.

Don White         883-2747

25 years experience

HARBOUR SEALS
Free and easy! Approvals or disapprovals!
Send to: editor@harbourpiel.com. You must include your full name and a telephone 
number for confirmation.

A huge Harbour Seal of Approval 
along with graditude to all my friends 
and family who made exiting my thir-
ties a surprising and wonderful experi-
ence.  I am so lucky to have you all in 
my life and will never forget it.

Carrie Hillhouse

An immense Harbour Seal of Ap-
proval to all the considerate, gener-
ous, community minded people who 
supported the Frozen Seafood Fund-
raiser for the Pender Harbour Grade 
12 Graduates and the Senior Boys 
Basketball Team.

Julie Law

A Harbour Seal of Approval and 
a huge thank you to the Legion staff 

and all the volunteers who helped 
so much with this year’s Poppy Cam-
paign. Couldn’t do it without you. 

Pat Wood
Chairman, Poppy Fund

  
A Harbour Seal of Approval to 

Dr. Rick Smalley and staff. Your 
care and compasion was much appre-
ciated. 

Pat Wood

A Harbour Seal of Approval and 
a big thank you to everyone who 
has baked for the community club 
monthly bake sale as well as to those 
who sent in cash donations.

Muriel Cameron

Cell (604) 740-7775
Office (604) 883-2221

andcurtiss@telus.net

	 • Low-impact excavating
	 • Bobcat services
	 • Rubber tracks
	 • Landscaping
	 • Drainage
	 • Landclearing
	 • Soil/gravel/rock delivery

A N D R E WA N D R E W
C U R T I S S C U R T I S S 
C O N T R A C T I N GC O N T R A C T I N G



December 2007 Page 31

HARBOUR SEALS

A Harbour Seal of Approval to 
all Sylvia’s friends and associates 
with special thanks to the Pender 
Harbour Garden Club, P. H. Health 
Centre Auxiliary, P. H. Choir and 
Prudential Sussex staff for their 
outstanding efforts to make her cel-
ebration of life a truly unforgettable 
occasion.

Glenn, Ron, Gord 
and Malcolm Tietjen

A Harbour Seal of kudos to 
Frank Gough and his son and Ray 
Kraft for their time and effort in 
clearing the trees and debris along 
Claydon Road. Much appreciated, I’m 
sure, by all the neighbours.

Joey Kraft

The Pender Harbour Legion, 
Branch #112 would like to give their 
appreciation to Troy Callewaert 
(IGA) for personally supplying the 
donuts for the children who turn out 
each year for our Remembrance Day 
Service.

Lilian Beharrell

A Harbour Seal of Approval to 
Ray Kraft for helping Al with our 
fallen trees and Joey Kraft for her 
delicious cake and to Helen, Dave 
and Maggie (Diggins) for their sup-
port during our week without power, 
phone or cable.

Al & Helen Reimer
OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 22, 2007 CONDITIONS APPLY

what you could do with a 
Sunshine Coast Credit Union

PERSONAL LOAN

@PRIME

Gibsons 604-886-8121  
Pender Harbour 604-883-9531  
Sechelt 604-885-3255

www.sunshineccu.com
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HOME PAGE
Generators are the key to power outage comfort

By Alan Stewart

Storm season is 
upon us and after see-
ing a line up of jerry-
cans at the Petro-Can 
after the windstorm 
and power outage in 

mid-November, it was clear to me that 
I wasn’t the only one ill-prepared.  

Although we added a 2500W 
Honda generator to our arsenal of ap-
pliances last year (which has saved us 
hundreds in potential food losses), I 
always wish I was more ready for this 
regular seasonal inconvenience.  

Although day one is always a 
treat for us with the family able to 
hang out together without interruption 
from the TV or telephone, by the end 
of day two, the novelty of switching 
the generator between the fridge and 
the freezer, taking cold showers, and 
reading by candle light has worn off. 

Unlike me, there are those who 

seem totally unaffected by the storms 
— the guy whose house is lit up like 
a Christmas tree while the rest of the 
neighbourhood is shrouded in dark-
ness.  

How does he do it?  It turns out 
that with the help of a good electri-
cian, you can make life relatively 
easy!  

What’s required is to connect a 
suitable generator to the household 
wiring in a way that is safe and con-
venient.  

With a manual or automatic 
transfer switch a qualified electrician 
can route the electricity from either 
the municipal power supply or the 
generator to the vital circuits.  

The transfer switch is critical 
to prevent sending power back into 
the lines which can be fatal to hydro 
crews working on the lines! 

A standby generator on an au-
tomatic transfer switch will start up 
seamlessly when the power goes out 

– even if you’re not home. 
More advanced units running on 

propane or diesel can operate for long 
periods of time without interruption.  

Portable gas generators do an 
admirable job but need to be refueled 
and pull started every couple of hours.  

To calculate the size of generator 
you’ll need, start by total the wattage 
of the lights and appliances on the 
circuits you’d like to power.  

For those homes that are serviced 
by a community septic system, be sure 
to include the circuit for the pump 
chamber and if you have a deep well 
pump, check with your plumber as to 
how much wattage is needed to de-
liver sufficient water.  

I’ve done some preliminary 
research and it turns out that a basic 
system to run your fridge, stove, TV, 
and some lights throughout the house 
will cost in the range of $4,000 in-
stalled, while a serious system to run 
everything in the house including the 
hot tub can run as much as $15,000.  

Don’t cheap out on the generator, 
— the heart of the system.  

Inexpensive generators are noto-
rious for not firing up when you need 
them.  

Stick with quality name brands 
like Honda and Yamaha which are 
both available through dealers here on 
the coast.  

It may seem like a large invest-
ment but if you’re ever thinking of 
selling, it’s one that will pay off in the 
long run.  

Stay warm!
To offer suggestions for future 

real estate related column topics,      
e-mail alan@sunshinecoasthomes.com

Something to Squirrel away?
SECURE, HEATED SELF-STORAGE to 5x10 ft.
Central Madeira Park, next to Speed Bump Alley

SQUIRREL STORAGE
LARRY & LINDA CURTISS

CALL 883-2040

EXCAVATION • PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT • SEPTIC FIELDS • GRAVEL & TOPSOIL

Trucking & Excavating
KERRY RAND ...... 883-2154

ENTERPRISESK•E•R
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Dear Editor,

Knuckles white from stress, my 
hands unclenched the steering wheel. 

I had just driven home through 
sheer madness. City madness! 

Many of us have done this, expe-
rienced this, and hated it. 

That night, I asked my wife Lor-
raine, “Is there a better life?” 

Her answer came as a question. 
She did not ask, “How?” or “Can 
we?”  

She asked, “Why not?” 
Unbeknownst to us, the grand 

adventure of our lives had begun. 
Soon however, dreaded reality 

set in. 
We both had careers and pen-

sions that said, “Stay… survive.” 
Fortunately, her question pre-

vailed. 
I recalled a country road that my 

oldest friend and I had cycled, moti-
vated by the promise of libation. 

The beer was cold, but it was the 
view — a small, protected harbour, 
sailing boats, skiffs, azure sky and 
emerald trees. 

The next time I sat in that quaint 
pub, my wife was with me. 

It had not changed. No cars, no 
concrete. 

Reality’s muse grew faint as the 
question grew stronger. 

Penderdise had to be earned. We 
would earn it. 

We bought a piece of property 
overlooking heaven, with silver har-
bour below and unpolluted horizon.  

At night, cruise ships coasted 
past while the Wolf’s Tail swished 
stars across the sky.

We met our neighbours and 
friendships grew. 

We adapted from the pace of the 
city to the soul of the country; from 

stress filled malls to an IGA where an 
elderly person politely counseled, 

“If you shop on seniors’ day, then 
you have to be patient.”  

We were the only two cars in the 
parking lot! 

We took Wallace Stevens’ advice, 
“Perhaps the truth depends on a walk 
around the lake.” 

We walked, planned and debated, 
did our math and said our prayers. 

Then, we leaped. 
We found an exceptional contrac-

tor and with a handshake, our dream 
manifest. 

We stood in the dark on the road, 
flapping like country loons as the 
truck carrying our log home rumbled 
past. 

On our last ferry trip from the 
city, we threw our old keys into the 
ocean — the final commitment. 

That was seven years ago. 
We are grateful every day for the 

adventure that is our lives. 
Friends visit and many have 

moved here. 
We now know the secret trails 

Penderdise found 
to the lake, from where the big winds 
come and which deer sired which 
fawn. 

We watch Halloween fireworks 
put on by the volunteer fire depart-
ment and the yellow biplane saying 
good night to the summer sunsets. 

While relaxing with cherished 
neighbours, deer join us and together 
we wait for the evening stars. 

We no longer survive… we flour-
ish. 

Madeira Park is the heart of 
Pender Harbour and for us, Garden 
Bay is its soul. 

 Urban refugees ask, 
“How did you ever accomplish 

what you did?” 
The ones who understand “Why 

not” get it. 
The ones that don’t… won’t. 
Best of luck to Mario Lowther & 

Sharlyne Niemela who get it!
Roy Dimond

In response to ‘Goodbye Vancou-
ver!’ (Harbour Spiel, November 2007)

Lunch & Dinner: 11 am - 8 pm

Thursday - Sunday

(604)885-7860

 We now have KENO and a drop -o f f  fo r  t he  E l ve s  C lub Food Bank

Family Restaurant & Lounge

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!
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PRECISE
Painting & Plaster
Complete Custom Painting

All Phases of Drywall
The Finest Finishing

Free Estimates
30 Years of Experience

Journeyman Workmanship

Neale Smith 883-3693

HARBOUR ALMANAC
THE DAYS

Dec. 02 - Diane Lee, Ray Phillips, 
and Al Wood.

Dec. 03 - Paula Campbell, Mike 
Pickering and Joanne McQuaig.

Dec. 05 - Gaye Beardmore, An-
drea Curtiss and Andy Curtiss. 

Dec. 06  - Ryan McDonald and 
Bill Reid.

Dec. 07 - Dianne Rousseau, Dan 
Gifford, and Jennifer Reid.

Dec. 08 - Keenan Clerx
Dec. 09 - Michelle Beardmore and 

Robert Purdy.
Dec. 10 - Cody Edwardson, Trevor 

Jones and Cathy Thompson.
Dec.11 - Bill Griffith, Pete Belair, 

Patti Reid and Al Wendland.
Dec. 12 - Malcolm Duncan and 

Pat Martin.
Dec. 15 - Kay Langsford. 
Dec. 16 - Cassandra Whelan.
Dec. 17 -  Ian Campbell and Joi 

Phillips.
Dec. 18 -  Niki Verzuh

Dec. 19 -  Tony Adamson, Tyson 
Carswell, Helen Garrett and Jamie 
Bouvette.

Dec. 20  - Lil Beharrell, Nicole 
Fletcher and Tyler Silvey.

Dec. 21 - Harvey Langton, Robert 
Wilkinson and Josh Young.

Dec. 22 - Dani Thompson. Steven 
Fouts, Rob Nieuwenhuis, Gwyneth 
Bryant and Christine West.

Dec. 23 - Kate Thompson.
Dec. 24 - Tatiana Phillips-Camp-

bell, Chris Phillips and Clifford 
Silvey Jr.

Dec. 25 - Peter Schmidt.
Dec, 26 - Peter Fritz.
Dec. 28 - Steve Boyd and Jeff 

Girard.
Dec. 29 -  Diane Gamble.
Dec. 30 - Dean Bosch (Dean Bosch 

Contracting), Bryan Edwardson, Andy 
Ross and Jean Mimch. 

Dec. 31 - John Brimacomb, Fara 
Priest and Scott Bruce.

BIRTHDAYS

Garfield Kelly
Cel. 740-6705  •  Tel. 883-1317

KELLY MECHANICAL

Mobile Marine Mechanics
Small Engine Repair

INBOARDS, OUTBOARDS,
Generators, Chainsaws, Lawnmowers

25 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

Call Merv...
(604) 883-2060

Residential & Commercial

CARPET CLEANING
BrightersideBrighterside
The

MADEIRA MARINA (1980) LTD.

12930 MADEIRA PARK RD.
Beside Madeira Park gvmnt. float

FAX 883-9250
CALL 883-2266

Sales & Service 
most makes

40-Ton Marine Ways

Certified Mechanics

Saltwater Licences

Well-stocked
Marine Store

John Deere Marine

Mercury Outboards

Mercruiser

Volvo Penta

Honda Outboards 
2 hp thru 

225 hp

DECEMBER WEATHER
MERRY ISLAND

Our average daily high temperature in December is 6.5 C and our average daily 
low is 3.2 C, giving us a mean daily temperature of 4.9 C. The highest December 
temperature recorded is 13.3 C (Dec. 14, 1962.) and the lowest was -11.7 C (Dec.28, 
1968.

December has an average of 54.9 hours of bright sunshine. It usually has 19 days 
with measurable precipitation, an average monthly rainfall of 140.1 mm and an aver-
age monthly snowfall of 10.6 cm. Our average month-end snowfall is 4 cm. December 
has the highest snowfall of the year (November has the most rain). The highest De-
cember daily rainfall recorded at Merry Island was 66 mm (Dec, 25, 1972). The record 
daily snowfall was 40.6 cm (Dec. 31, 1968).
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HARBOUR ALMANAC
OF DECEMBER McCarthy 

Services

4957 Francis Peninsula Rd.

604-883-3600
dmccarthy@dccnet.com

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
   • tire sales and service
   • computer diagnostics

MARINE
   • Inboard/outboard repairs

SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS

KWANZAA

Kwanzaa (or Kwaanza) is a week-long Pan-African festival primarily 
honoring African-American heritage. 

It is observed from December 26 to January 1 each year, almost exclusive-
ly in the United States of America. Kwanzaa consists of seven days of celebra-
tion, featuring activities such as candle-lighting and pouring of libations, and 
culminating in a feast and gift-giving. 

It was created by Ron Karenga and first celebrated from December 26, 
1966 to January 1, 1967. Karenga calls Kwanzaa the African American branch 
of “first fruits” celebrations of classical African cultures.

It is unclear how many people celebrate the holiday.
According to a marketing survey conducted by the National Retail Foun-

dation in 2004, Kwanzaa is celebrated by 1.6% of all Americans (about 13% of 
all African-Americans), or about 4.7 million.  

In a 2006 speech, Karenga asserted that 28 million people celebrate 
Kwanzaa. He has always maintained it is celebrated all over the world. 

Lee D. Baker puts the number at 12 million.
[source: wikipedia.org]

Multi-material 
Recycling &  

Beverage Container 
Refund Centre
Hwy. 101 and 
Menacher Rd.

RECYCLING & 
BOTTLE DEPOT

883-1165

Regular Hours:
Sun. 10 am-2pm
Mon. Tue. Thur.
Fri. / Sat. 8:30am -4pm
Closed Wednesday

ONE-STOP CONVENIENCE

12874 Madeira Park Road
Any day, any time by appointment

BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, 
NOTARY PUBLIC

MICHAEL C.

CROWE

883-9875

Real Estate & Mortgages
Commercial & Contracts

Corporate & Business
Wills & Estates

SAGITTARIUS (NOV. 23 - DEC. 21)
Sagittarians love excitement and adventure. They are easily bored but often 

trend-setters. They are bold and impulsive, natural explorers who thrive on 
change and mental stimulation. Sagittarians are usually the naked ones in the 
hot tub.

CAPRICORN: DEC. 22 - JAN. 20
Capricorns often experience hardship early in life, but their resourcefulness makes 

them survivors. Often hard to get to know, they are loyal, responsible, and down-to-earth 
but beware the baggage from those early life hardships...

DECEMBER ASTROLOGY         604-885-3101 
 coastalorganics@dccnet.com

Large Family $47 ~ Small family $32 
8 BC Gala Apples 
4# Bananas 
2.50# Autumn Royal Grapes 
2 Lemons 
5 BC Red Bartlette Pears 
2 Avocados 
1 bunch Broccoli 
2# BC Carrots 
1 BC Celery 
1 Cucumber 
1 Bulb of BC Garlic 
1 BC Red Leaf Lettuce 
4 BC Red Onions 
1# BC Rainbow Sweet Bell Peppers 
4# BC White Potatoes  
1 bunch Spinach 
4 BC Tomatoes 
*This is a recent sample order of the Large Family bin. 
We deliver to Pender Harbour and Garden Bay every 
Wednesday. We would like to expand into Egmont if we 
have enough interest. We deliver the freshest, top quality 
organic fruits and vegetables, right to your door.  
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LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
~ ORGANIZATIONS ~ORGANIZATIONS DIRECTORY

• Alcoholics Anonymous (Thurs. @ 7 p.m.).......................................... 883-2882
• Aquatic Centre Society ...................................................................... 883-2612
• Blues Society..................................................................................... 883-2642
• Bridge Club........................................................................................ 883-2633
• Canadian Cancer Society.................................................................. 883-9708
• Chamber of Commerce...................................................................... 883-2531
• Christ the Redeemer Church............................................................. 883-1371
• Coast Guard Auxiliary, Unit 61........................................................... 883-2572
• Community Choir............................................................................... 883-2283
• Community Club, Egmont.................................................................. 883-9206
• Community Club, Pender Harbour..................................................... 883-2151
• Community Policing........................................................................... 883-2026
• Community School Society................................................................ 883-2826
• Egmont Volunteer Fire Department.................................................... 883-0012
• GRIPS (Recycling Society) ............................................................... 883-1165
• Garden Bay Sailing Club.................................................................... 883-2689
• Gardening Club.................................................................................. 883-0295
• Golf Club............................................................................................ 883-9541
• Guides, Brownies, etc........................................................................ 883-2819
• Harbour Artists................................................................................... 883-2807
• Harbourside Friendships (seniors, Thur. 10:30 -1 p.m.)..................... 883-2764
• Health Centre Society........................................................................ 883-2764
• Health Centre Auxiliary....................................................................... 883-0522
• Hepatitis C Connection...................................................................... 883-0010
• Iris Griffiths Centre............................................................................. 883-9201
• Ladies Auxiliary to Legion Branch 112 (1st Thurs. @ 1:30)............... 883-9173
• Lions Club, Egmont............................................................................ 883-9463
• Lions Club, Pender Harbour (1st & 3rd Wed)..................................... 883-1361
• Music Society..................................................................................... 883-2689
• Pender Harbour Choir (7:30 pm Tues)............................................... 883-2307
• Piecemakers (quilters, 1st & 3rd Wed. 9:30 a.m.).............................. 883-3662
• Power & Sail Squad (2nd Wed. Legion)............................................. 883-2103
• Red Balloon Parent & Tot drop-in....................................................... 885-5881
• Reading Centre Society..................................................................... 883-2983
• Rotary Club (noon Fri. Garden Bay Pub)........................................... 883-1350
• Royal Cdn Legion 112........................................................................ 883-0055
• Skookumchuck Heritage Society (Egmont Heritage Centre).............883-9994
• St. Andrew’s Anglican Church............................................................ 883-9927
• St. Mary’s Hospital Auxiliary (2nd Wed. @ 1 p.m. Sept-June)........... 883-1174
• Seniors’ Housing Society (3rd Thur.).................................................. 883-9883
• Suncoast Players............................................................................... 883-9277
• Volunteer Fire Dept (Tues. evening).................................................. 883-9270
• Wildlife Society (3rd Tues. PHSS)...................................................... 883-9853
• Women’s Cancer Support.................................................................. 883-9708
• Women’s Connection (2nd & 4th Tue.).............................................. 883-2454

WOMEN’S CONNECTION
Women’s Connection is having their Christmas Buf-

fet on Dec. 11 at the Royal Canadian Legion in Madeira 
Park. This will be turkey with all the trimmings and des-
sert, at $15 for members and $20 for non-members. If 
you didn’t get your tickets at the Nov. 27 gathering, you 
can still purchase them by calling Sue at (604) 883-9931 
before Dec. 5. Our next gathering will be held in the New 
Year, Jan. 8, at the School of Music in Madeira Park.

ST. ANDREW’S SOUP & SONG
Every third Saturday join us for an informal get-to-

gether to share a bowl of soup and a variety of entertain-
ment. It’s Soup and Song in Madeira Park — just the event 
to brighten up dark winter nights! This month it takes 
place on Saturday, Dec. 15 at 5 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Angli-
can Church on 12856 Harbour View Road, Madeira Park. 
For more information call 604-883-9927.

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS PARTY AND
 POTLUCK DINNER

Sunday Dec. 9 from   4 p.m. - 7 p.m. at the Pender 
Harbour Community Hall. Bring your favorite Christmas 
dish to share — salad, casserole, dessert — or if you don’t 
cook, bring a non-perishable food item for the Food Bank. 
There will be arts and crafts for all ages, the community 
Christmas tree will be lit, and there’s speculation that the 
guy in the red suit might drop by..... Call 883-2826, the P. 
H. Community School,  for more information.

CHRISTMAS PARTY AT THE IRIS GRIFFITH CENTRE 
On Sunday Dec. 16, from 3 p.m. come enjoy fes-

tive fun and live music from the Bear Bay Trio Band. No 
Admission fee.  15386 Hwy 101 Call (604) 883-9201for 
more information.

MADEIRA MARBLE MADEIRA MARBLE 
PRODUCTSPRODUCTS Bathtubs

Vanity tops
Sinks
Enclosures
Shower bases
Kitchen countertops

madeiramarble@dccnet.com    Tom Sealy, 604-883-2773

CULTURED MARBLE Restaurant Hours: 
 FRI, SAT, SUN:  5:00 pm to 8:30 pm

*Long-term cottage rentals available       883-2269

Ruby Lake Resort 
and Health Spa
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PENDER GOLF

By Jan Watson

STORM DAMAGE
	 Once again I was lucky and 

missed the big storm as I was in the 
U.K. 

However I’m sorry to say we lost 
several trees and the elk fence was 
breached in four places. 

The driving range also received 
damage to one of the net panels. 

Thanks to our greens staff and 
volunteers the mess 
has been cleared up.

NEW GOLF CLUB 
EXECUTIVE

 	 The Golf Club 
held its Annual Gen-
eral Meeting on Octo-
ber 20 and following 
are changes to the 
Board of Directors.

	 John Maveety 
remains as president 
for one more year. 

Serving the second year of their 
two year terms are Bob Alexander, 
secretary/ membership and Jan Wat-
son, pro shop. 

Ian Grant, Vice President and 
Treasurer was re-elected for a second 
term. 

Greens chairman Doug Vancise 
leaves the board after one term, he is 

Storm gives elk free round   
replaced by George Grout. 

Kathy Needham was re-elected 
and will stay as house chairman. 

Newly elected Merv Oleksyn 
will take over publicity. 

Rusty Ellis remains as past presi-
dent. 

The new men’s captain is Ron 
Needham and ladies captain is Jackie 
Grant.

AWARDS NIGHT
	 The Awards 

Night Banquet held 
on November 17 was 
once again a joint 
event between the 
men and the ladies. 

A lovely roast 
beef and stuffed 
chicken dinner ca-
tered by Doug Davies 
was enjoyed by the 
members. 

Trophies were 
presented by men’s captain Ron Need-
ham and ladies captain Gloria Wet-
more to the various winners for the 
events held during the year.

With best wishes to everyone 
for a merry Christmas and a happy, 
healthy new year and here’s to good 
weather and good golf for 2008 and 
who knows, maybe a hole in one!

FROM THE 
19TH HOLE...

Long ago when men cursed 
and beat the ground with 

sticks, it was called 
witchcraft.

Today it’s called golf.

Pender Harbour
Power and 
Sail Squadron

Boating Course 2008

The boating course provides 
information and instruction on 
topics such as boating safety, 
operation, plotting and naviga-
tion.
The course also prepares an 
individual to write the Pleasure 
Craft operators Exam (PCOC) 
and the Canadian Power and 
Sail Squadron exam.
Those individuals who success-
fully complete the CPS Boating 
exam are entitled to one year’s 
free membership in the Cana-
dian Power and Sail Squadron.

REGISTRATION:
Monday, Jan. 7, 2008 at 
19:00 hrs. at Pender Harbour 
Secondary School.

All twelve instructional classes 
will be held on Monday 
evenings from 19:00 hrs. to 
21:00 hrs. starting Jan. 7.

COST:
$275/individual or 
$425/couple

If interested in taking this 
course, please contact Training 
Officer Eric Dodd, (604)883-
0568
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Youth sports updates
SPORTS

sion of death” on purpose, because 
“they didn’t want the trophy heading 
north of the border.”

Tayler also has been asked to 
train with the Whitecaps Prospects 
Academy at SFU this year which is 
the feeder program for Whitecaps 
Women’s soccer.

In order to train with the program 

and Washington to earn a spot in the 
12-team final.

They were the only Canadian 
team competing and came in sixth 
place with a record of 1-1-1.

Janice Metcalfe, Tayler’s mom, 
travelled with her and contends they 
were victims of Yankee meddling 
when they were placed in the “divi-

SOCCER
Grade 11 student Tayler Metcalfe 

travelled to Florida with her U16 elite 
youth soccer team last month for the 
USL Super Y league North American 
finals. 

Tayler’s team, Mountain WFC,  
won the Pacific Northwest division 
beating out other elite teams from BC 

Major donations were received fromMajor donations were received from Stu Eggleton Stu Eggleton and  and Bill LougheedBill Lougheed. . 
You all helped to make this year’s Hallowe’en fireworks display another spectacular - and safe - success.You all helped to make this year’s Hallowe’en fireworks display another spectacular - and safe - success.

In particular, we want to recognize the great generosity of the following local In particular, we want to recognize the great generosity of the following local 
businesses for donating fabulous prizes (names of prize-winners in brackets):businesses for donating fabulous prizes (names of prize-winners in brackets):

Madeira MarinaMadeira Marina - 2.5 HP outboard motor (Nancy Heard) - 2.5 HP outboard motor (Nancy Heard)
West Coast OasisWest Coast Oasis - $2,000 water garden (Greg Strauski) - $2,000 water garden (Greg Strauski)
Helen’s suppliersHelen’s suppliers - $500 “romantic package” (Carol Fraser) - $500 “romantic package” (Carol Fraser)
Sunshine Coast Credit UnionSunshine Coast Credit Union - $400 gift certificate (Al Merrick) - $400 gift certificate (Al Merrick)
Oak Tree MarketOak Tree Market - $200 package (Doug Dybwad) - $200 package (Doug Dybwad)
Marketplace IGAMarketplace IGA, Madeira Park - $200 gift certificate (Bob), Madeira Park - $200 gift certificate (Bob)
John Henry’s MarinaJohn Henry’s Marina - $200 fuel certificate - $200 fuel certificate  (Kim Thomson)(Kim Thomson)
SunshineCoastHomeSunshineCoastHomes.com - Sony Hi-Fi system (Stephanie Nichols)s.com - Sony Hi-Fi system (Stephanie Nichols)
Rona/CurtisRona/Curtis - cordless nailer (Alan Duncan) - cordless nailer (Alan Duncan)
Prudential-Sussex RealtyPrudential-Sussex Realty - $100 gas certificate (Loretta McDonald) - $100 gas certificate (Loretta McDonald)
Mountainview ServiceMountainview Service - $100 gas certificate (Lori Reid) - $100 gas certificate (Lori Reid)
Marina PharmacyMarina Pharmacy - Timex heart-rate monitor (Terri Bosner) - Timex heart-rate monitor (Terri Bosner)
Copper SkyCopper Sky - gift certificate ((Fara Priest) - gift certificate ((Fara Priest)
Coast VideoCoast Video - gift certificate (Ellen McG) - gift certificate (Ellen McG)

A special mention toA special mention to  Rick SmalleyRick Smalley  and staff of Madeira Park Veterinary Hospital Ltd., and staff of Madeira Park Veterinary Hospital Ltd., 
for once again paying our $500 insurance costs.for once again paying our $500 insurance costs.

The following individuals/businesses kindly donated the refreshments that warmed you up and sus-The following individuals/businesses kindly donated the refreshments that warmed you up and sus-
tained you while you marvelled at the display:tained you while you marvelled at the display:

Steve WhyteSteve Whyte (Grimms) for the wieners,  (Grimms) for the wieners, Dave ParsleyDave Parsley (Canada Bread) for the buns,  (Canada Bread) for the buns, David and David and 
Louise TwentymanLouise Twentyman (Twentyman’s Coffee) for the coffee, and  (Twentyman’s Coffee) for the coffee, and Troy CallewaertTroy Callewaert (Marketplace IGA  (Marketplace IGA 
#78, MP) for the hot chocolate.#78, MP) for the hot chocolate.

Bob FieldingBob Fielding, , of Garden Bay Marine Services, kindly towed his barge and floats into position for of Garden Bay Marine Services, kindly towed his barge and floats into position for 
us to use,us to use,  Stu EggletonStu Eggleton  let us use his trailer, and locallet us use his trailer, and local  Coast Guard AuxiliaryCoast Guard Auxiliary  members members 
patrolled the waters while the display was going on - thanks, guys.patrolled the waters while the display was going on - thanks, guys.

Pender Harbour Volunteer Fire Department Pender Harbour Volunteer Fire Department 
want to thank everyone who supported us by buying want to thank everyone who supported us by buying 
raffle tickets or donating to our fireworks fund.raffle tickets or donating to our fireworks fund.

The support and enthusiasm the community at large has once again shown for this event is 
greatly appreciated by your fire-fighters, and motivates them to do it all again next year!
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SPORTS

she is required to travel to Vancouver 
each Saturday and Monday to attend 
practices.

JUNIOR RUGBY	
The junior rugby team, Grades 7, 

8 and 9, played four games this season 
and won every one of them. 

It’s Pender junior rugby’s first 
undefeated season ever. 

Coach Michael “The Sinister 
Minister” Cyr had the team firing on 
all cylinders as they trounced Argyle 
from North Vancouver twice 15-14, 
and 29-5, and Whistler 20-12. 

They recently rolled over Win-
dermere in East Vancouver 26-5 to 
complete a record-breaking season.

Rugby is a huge sport at PHSS 
and they maintain a tradition of being 
the top rugby school on the Sunshine 
Coast. 

TENNIS
Grade 9 student Madison Shoe-

maker was ranked number 1 in the 
province for Under 14 Girls last year.

This year she has been invited to 
attend the Saddlebrook Tennis Resort 
(WTA Headquarters) in Westly Cha-
pel, Florida from Nov. 18 - Dec. 9 to 
train with the best. 

Madison has recently advanced 
to the Under 16 category and is cur-
rently ranked Number 2 in the prov-
ince.

Standings through Nov. 18  

TEAM		                    GP   WON  LOST   TIE     GF     GA    PTS
C.P.U			             	 9	 7	 1	 1	 29	 8        15
Halfmoon Sea Kayaks    	 9	 7	 2	 0	 30	 15      14
Gibsons Pigs		            	 9	 6	 3	 0	 25	 16      12
Gibsons United		  8	 4	 2	 2	 22	 24      10
Pender Bananas	           	 9	 4	 4	 1	 22	 24       9
Xenichen Wolves		  9	 1	 6	 2	 26	 37       4
Sechelt Chiefs		 8	 1	 6	 1	 11	 22	 3
IGA Selects			   9	 1	 7	 1	 14	 35	 3

Nov. 4    Bananas 0 vs CPU 3
Nov.  11 Bananas 1 vs Selects 4

Nov. 18   Bananas 4 vs Chiefs 0
Nov. 25   Bananas 0 vs Pigs 0

After four games the Pender Harbour Secondary School junior boys/girls rugby team 
has ended the season undefeated at 4 and 0.

photo submitted

5550 Wharf Rd Sechelt 
(next to the Golden City Restaurant)

604-885-4888
ontheedge@dccnet.com • .thehappytraveller.ca

Brad & Loraine Proctor

Travel bags, backpacks, 
journals, guides, maps and more

Phone: 604-883-0283
E-mail: weslaem@telus.net

Les Watts
12858 Lagoon Road
Madeira Park B.C.

Wewashem
CUSTOM VEHICLE CLEANING

*Christmas gift 
 certificates available
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Craig Minaker, home office.............. 883-0616

Security • Savings • Solutions
–that’s our policy–

Marine Insurance, Yachts & Resorts

1-800-460-0619

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AAA PENINSULA
SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

Pat Leech..........................................885-7710

Serving the Entire
Sunshine Coast
For over 30 Years!

5654 Wharf Ave.
Box 1549
Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0

Ph: 604 885-3925
Fx: 604 885-3984

e-mail: taylorelectrics@telus.net

Taylor Electr ics
Home, Industrial, Marine & RV

Hardware

Marine Electronics & Equipment
Solar Energy Products

A
 ACCOMMODATIONS
	 • Westcoast Wilderness Lodge...................................883-3667
	 • Lil’ Cabin Rental.......................................................883-2978

 ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING
	 • Bonnie Murray CMA.................................................885-0366
	 • Louise McKay CMA..................................................883-2622

 ADVERTISING
	 • Harbour Spiel...........................................................883-0770

 AUTO REPAIRS & SERVICE
     • McCarthy Services...................................................883-3600
	 • Pender Harbour Diesel.............................................883-2616
	 • Rod Hamilton Motors...............................................883-3611

B
 BATHROOMS
	 • Madeira Marble Products.........................................883-2773

 BEAUTY SALONS
	 • Cottage Cuts............................................................883-0729

BOOKS
	 • Harbour Spirit...........................................................883-9911

 BUILDING SUPPLIES
	 • Curtis Lumber (Sunshine Coast)..............................883-9551

C

phone:  604-741-0792
contact person:  Kim Tournat 
office hours:  Mon.- Fri. 9am - 4pm

Nicholas Simons, MLA
Powell River-Sunshine Coast

WELLS  •  PUMPS  •  WATER PURIFICATION

suncoastwaterworks@dccnet.com

(604) 885-6127
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F
 FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
	 • Sun. Coast Credit Union, Pender Harbour...............883-9531

G
 GENERAL STORE
	 • Bathgate General Store, Resort & Marina...............883-2222

 GARDENING & LANDSCAPING
	 • Gardening 101.........................................................883-9597

H
 HARDWARE
	 • Curtis Lumber (Sunshine Coast)..............................883-9551

K
 KAYAKING
	 • Westcoast Wilderness Lodge...................................883-3667

 KITCHEN COUNTERTOPS
	 • Madeira Marble Products.........................................883-2773

L
LASER HAIR AND SKIN TREATMENT
	 • Gibvey Laser Clinic..................................................885-5558

 LAWYERS & NOTARIES PUBLIC
	 • Michael C. Crowe.....................................................883-9875

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 CARPET CLEANERS
	 • Brighter Side Carpet Cleaning.................................883-2060

 COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE
	 • A & J Computera.......................................................883-0785
	 • Wet Coast Computer & Design................................883-1331

 CONSTRUCTION
	 • Coast Siding and Windows......................................883-0630
	 • Concise Contracting.................................................883-2081

D
 DINING
	 • Crossroad Grill.........................................................883-9976
	 • LaVerne’s Grill..........................................................883-1333
	 • Legion 112 Galley....................................................883-0055
	 • Inlets Restaurant......................................................883-3667

 DOCK & RAMP CONSTRUCTION
	 • Garden Bay Marine Services...................................883-2722

 DRAPERIES
	 • Coastal Draperies....................................................883-9450

 DRYWALL
	 • Precise Painting & Plaster........................................883-3693

E
 ELECTRICIANS
     • BG Clerx Electric......................................................740-2532
	 • L.A. Electric..............................................................883-9188

  • All kinds of plumbing repair  • All kinds of plumbing repair
  • Halfmoon Bay to Earl’s Cove  • Halfmoon Bay to Earl’s Cove
  • Water Treatment Systems  • Water Treatment Systems

Phone:Phone:
883-2391883-2391

Cell:Cell:
740-9777740-9777

FredFred883-9593
In the Curtis Lumber Shopping Plaza
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 LOGGING
	 • Sladey Timber..........................................................883-2435

M
MASSAGE THERAPY
	 • Gibvey Pain Clinic....................................................885-5558

 MOBILE HOMES
	 • Glenbrook Homes....................................................883-0234

 MOVIE & DVD RENTAL
	 • Coast Video..............................................................883-1331

O
 OFFICE SERVICES (fax, lamination etc.)
	 • Harbour Spirit...........................................................883-9911

OSTEOPATHY
	 • Gibvey Pain Clinic....................................................885-5558

P
 PAINTBALL SUPPLIES
	 • Coast Video..............................................................883-1331

 PAINTING
	 • Precise Painting & Plaster........................................883-3693

PETS
	 • Harbour Pet Food and Supplies...............................883-0561

 PHYSIOTHERAPY
	 • Paul Cuppen............................................................740-6728

 PLUMBING
	 • Road Runner Plumbing............................................883-2391
	 • Roger’s Plumbing & Gasfitting.................................883-0493

 POWER POLE & LINE SERVICE
	 • Midway Power Line Services...................................885-8822

 PRINTING 
	 • Paq Press.................................................................883-0770
     • Pender Harbour Paper Mill.......................................883-0010

 PROPANE
	 • Tyee Propane................................................ 1-800-567-1131

 PUBS
	 • Backeddy Pub..........................................................883-3614
	 • Garden Bay Pub.......................................................883-2674

R
 REAL ESTATE
	 • Prudential Sussex....................................................883-9525
	 •  ReMax Oceanview..................................................883-9212
     •  Royal LePage Sunshine Coast...............................883-9928

 RECREATION
	 • Pender Harbour Golf Course...................................883-9541

S
SATELLITE INTERNET / SATELLITE TV
	 • W. G. Sutherland Sales............................................883-0785

Call 604-883-9771
Cel. 604-741-2665

RR-1, S-5, C-71
Madeira Park BC, V0N 2H0

Dale Klassen

 
Murray Warman 
Owner/Builder
Box 121 
Madeira Park BC
V0N 2H0  

(604) 883-9990 
(604) 885-8012 cell 
blackfishyachts@dccnet.com
www.blackfishyachts.com

Builders of the Quality Fast Trawler Blackfish 42
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FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS!

Call 
Mike 

Fawcus 
for a 

quote 

Automotive
Boat/Marine 
Household 
Business
Travel

HARBOUR INSURANCE AGENCIES

883-2794 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

PROTEUS TREE SERVICE

Call Lanny Matkin or Burns Matkin
at Proteus Tree Service

604-885-8894

View Enhancement
Danger Trees

Topping
Trimming

FULLY INSURED
Mobile Chipper
Total Cleanup 

Overgrown Driveways

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

	 • Whitehead’s Home Entertainment...........................740-9985

STORAGE
	 • Squirrel Storage.......................................................883-2040

T\
 TREE SERVICE
	 • Proteus Tree Service................................................885-8894

TRUCKING SERVICES
	 • Double D Trucking....................................................883-9771
	 • Hollywood North Enterprises Dumptruck Service....883-1128

V
 VETERINARIAN
	 • Madeira Park Veterinary Hospital Ltd.......................883-2488

W
 WEB DESIGN
	 • Waterspider Webs....................................................883-0010
     • Wet-Coast Web Design............................................883-1331

 WELDING
	 • Jim’s Welding...........................................................883-1337
	 • Western Mobile Welding..........................................740-6923

WELLS AND WATER PURIFICATION
	 • SunCoast Waterworks.............................................885-6127

Coastal Draperies

Susan Richardson     (604) 883-9450

° Roman shades
° Pleated & cellular shades
° Vertical & horizontal blinds

   ° Roller blinds
   ° Drapery hardware &   	

       fabrics

Custom Draperies and Window Coverings:

Residential and 
Renovation Specialist
BILL REID
reg. #7598
Telephone 883-9309
Cel phone 885-8200

REID ELECTRIC

Keith Huey 
Services
740-2809
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CLASS ADS
$15 for 25 words maximum, second month free (space permitting) for non-commercial ads only. 

By mail or e-mail editor@harbourspiel.com.
SOLD!

PERSONALS
• Are any readers out there interested 

in forming a book club? 
   Call (604) 883-9205 for details.

SERVICES                             
• Home care, house and yard clean-
up, errands - references available. 
(604)741-1072

For Sale
28-foot Fiberform

I took this great boat in on a horse trade. It’s a 
super strong, nicely laid out boat with a big 
command bridge and twin Chevy sixes on OMC 
outdrives.
	
NEEDS: All over clean-up and painting with work 
needed on railings, engine hatch covers and engines.

Nothing “major” needed. Can all be repaired with 
readily available parts and pieces. Buyer should be 
handy and energetic. 

ASKING: $4500

REASON FOR SELLING: Just took delivery of a 
38’ Tollycraft plus I have 23’ Penson I want to 
finish. 
I’d say if you put in some time and another $4500, 
you’d have a very special boat.
						      Let’s deal,
						      Skinny Jimmy
						      (604) 741-1404(604) 989-1212

FURNACE AND DUCT CLEANING

Winter heating season is in full swing. 
Household dust and dust mites, 
construction dust and other allergens  
are dispersed throughout your home by 
your home heating system – 
aggravating asthma and allergies. 

Breathe easier — call for free quote  

FOR RENT
• Pleasant, clean 2 bedroom mobile 

home on private property close to vil-
lage, skylights,  F/S,  W/D, D/W, lake 
view.  N/S, $875/month plus utilities. 
Call 883-9704 evenings.

FOR SALE
• 1986 Volkswagen Cabriolet: Runs 

well, no rust. 193k. $2500 OBO. (604) 
883-2257

• Glass display case for sale, L.72”, 
D.20”, H.36”, three drawers, one lock-
ing.  Best offer please, all proceeds 
go to the PH Health Centre Auxiliary.  
Contact Janet at jmthomas@dccnet.
com for further details.
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THE LAST WORD

By Shane McCune

A gaggle of 
kids play shinny on a 
frozen pond, the still 
winter air dotted with 
clouds of breath and 
ringing with the clat-

ter of sticks and skates.
It’s a cherished image at this time 

of year, an icon of Christmas cards, 
calendars and ads. But it’s a nostalgic 
image, as quaint as a horse-drawn 
sleigh.

In our clement corner of the 
world outdoor skating has always 
been a rare treat, with inch-thick ice as 
rare and fleeting as northern lights.

But in most parts of Canada, 
including the Toronto suburb where 
I spent my preteen years, hockey 
al fresco could be counted on from 
sometime in November or early 
December to the end of February or 
maybe even into March. 

Next to my elementary school 
was a public rink where we actually 
played hockey during phys ed. It was 
almost like playing hooky; if you had 
a dime you could even have a hot 
chocolate.

You had to pay to skate there 
outside school hours, but half the 
houses in the neighbourhood 
had backyard rinks, so we’d 
race home every day, not want-
ing to waste a precious minute 
of the dying light. Often we 
wouldn’t even make it home, 
waylaid by an invitation to play 
at a friend’s house.

Does cold air hold more 
oxygen? It seemed the biting air 
fuelled us. There were no shifts, no 
benches, no whistles, but nobody 

seemed to get tired. 
We’d flail away until it was 

too dark to see the puck or we lost 
too many players to the increasingly 
insistent summons of dinner bells and 
whistles. (The second time I heard 
two long, then two short blasts of 
a whistle I knew my supper was in 
jeopardy.) 

No two rinks were the same. 
Fathers could be as competitive with 
them as they were with their lawns, 
and of course kids could be cruel and 
cliquey. 

There was an unspoken hierar-
chy, with the best rinks — smooth, 
snow-free and, most important, flat 
— reserved for the best players. Or at 
least the most popular.

There wasn’t exactly a queue of 
stars jostling for ice time at my place. 
When my dad made a rink, which 
wasn’t often, he did his best with hose 
and roller for a day or two, but he 
wasn’t about to erect boards to correct 
the yard’s slope. As a result the puck 
always slid to the bottom of the yard, 
and most plays 

ended in a pileup by the fence.
The Maple Leaf Gardens of the 

neighbourhood, the backyard where 
the best players gathered, had no ice 
at all. Mr. Dryden paved his backyard 
so his sons, budding goalies  Dave 
and Ken, could play ball hockey re-
gardless of the weather. 

I was too young to even think of 
showing up with my stick, which was 
a shame because I was a lousy skater 
and much preferred ball hockey. But 
my older brother remembers that Ken, 
who would have been in his early 
teens, would insist that any visitors 
take shots on him. 

Nowadays the backyard rink has 
all but vanished from Toronto, Mon-
treal, and even the southern Prairie 
cities, one of the lesser extinctions 
blamed on global warming. 

Once the epitome of cheap rec-
reation, the home rink is now a status 
symbol. For $17,000 you can buy a 
20-foot by 40-foot artificial rink with 
plastic pipes and a refrigeration unit. 
For the grander estate, an NHL-size 
sheet runs just under $1 million.

It’s a long way from Roch Carri-
er’s “The Sweater.”  

But then, so am I. 
I haven’t donned skates in at 

least 25 years, and I’m more than 
happy to live where I can golf 
through the winter instead.

 Still, the popularity of 
“Hockey Day in Canada” 
shows how much the idea of 
outdoor hockey appeals to 
Canadians. 

It would be a pity if 10 or 
20 years from now kids could 

only see it on a Christmas card.

Backyard rinks going the way of wooden hockey sticks
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

DECEMBER EVENTS
Sat. Dec. 1...........................Egmont Heritage Centre Christmas Gift Sale - Egmont Heritage Centre, 11 a.m.
Sat. Dec. 1...........................Terri Bosner’s “Inside Out and Upside Down” Book Launch - Copper Sky Gallery, 2 p.m.
Sun. Dec. 2...........................Larrie Cook and the Bluesmasters - Garden Bay Pub
Fri. Dec. 7.............................Blue Voodoo - Grasshopper Pub
Sat. Dec. 8...........................An “It’s Ours” Gala Celebration - P. H. Community Hall, 5:30 p.m.
Sat. Dec. 8...........................Christmas Cheer - Copper Sky Gallery and Cafe, 11 a.m.
Sun. Dec. 9...........................Community Christmas Party and Potluck Dinner - P. H. Community Hall, 4 p.m.
Sun. Dec. 9...........................Joe Stanton and the Precious Littles - Garden Bay Pub
Tues Dec. 11........................P. H. Aquatic Society Special Meeting - PHSS, Room107, 7 p.m.
Tues. Dec. 11.......................Women’s Connection Christmas Buffet - Royal Canadian Legion #112
Sat. Dec. 15.........................Madeira Market and Bake Sale - P. H. Community Hall, 11 a.m.
Sat. Dec. 15.........................Soup and Song - St. Andrew’s Anglican Church, 5 p.m.
Sun. Dec. 16.........................Gaetan and the French Connection - Garden Bay Pub
Sun. Dec. 16.........................Iris Griffth Centre Christmas Party - Iris Griffith Centre, 3 p.m.
Sun Dec. 16..........................St. Andrew’s Anglican Blue Christmas Service - St. Andrew’s Church, 3 p.m.
Tues Dec. 18........................White Christmas Family Fun Swim - P. H. Aquatic Centre, 6:30 p.m.
Sun. Dec. 23.........................Simon Paradis and Gut Bucket Thunder - Garden Bay Pub
Fri. Dec. 28/29...................Trevor McDonald and DeGroot - Grasshopper Pub
Sun. Dec. 30.........................Verna Chan - Garden Bay Pub
Mon. Dec. 31.......................Apasionado - Garden Bay Pub
Mon. Dec. 31.......................Steel Toe Boots - Grasshopper Pub
Mon Dec. 31........................3 Shades of Blue - Backeddy Pub

Calendar listings are provided free of charge by the Harbour Spiel.  Send information to editor@harbourspiel.com by the 15th of the month. 

 
FERRY DEPARTURES

Effective September 4 - March 31, 2008

Crossing time: Langdale 40 min./Earl’s Cove 50 min. Ticket sales end 10 min. before sailing for foot passengers, 5 min. before for vehicles.
See www.bcferries.com for information on added sail ings during peak periods.

Saltery Bay
*5:35 a.m.
7:25 a.m.
9:25 a.m.
11:25 a.m.
3:20 p.m.
5:25 p.m.
7:20 p.m.
9:15 p.m.

Earl’s Cove
*6:30 a.m. 
8:25 a.m.
10:25 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
4:25 p.m.
6:25 p.m.
8:20 p.m.
10:10 p.m.

Langdale
♦6:20 a.m.
8:20 a.m.
10:20 a.m. 
○11:00 a.m.
12:20 p.m. 
2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m. (May 15, 16 only)
4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m. (Mar. 20 only)
6:30 p.m.
8:20 p.m.
10:10 p.m. (Oct. 8 & May 19)

Horseshoe Bay
♦ 7:20 a.m.
9:20 a.m.
10:00 a.m. (Mar. 21 & May 19)
11:20 a.m.
1:20 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. (May 15, 16 only)
3:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. (Mar. 20 only)
5:30 p.m.
7:25 p.m.
9:15 p.m.
11:00 p.m. (Oct. 8 & May 19)

♦ Daily except Dec. 25 & Jan. 1
○ Sept. 4, Mar. 21 & May 19 only * Daily except Sundays, Dec. 25 and Jan. 1

Note: schedule differs slightly for Oct. 5 & 8, Nov. 
12, Dec. 24 & 26, Jan. 1, March 21 & 24

Due to a printer shut-down over the holidays, the submission 
deadline for the January issue of the Harbour Spiel is December 13. 

1 Please book your ad early to insure placement 2
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    Dec. 7 -     Dec. 7 - BLUE VOODOOBLUE VOODOO

       Dec. 28/29 -        Dec. 28/29 - TREVOR MTREVOR MccDONALD & DEGROOTDONALD & DEGROOT
              Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve Dec. 31 - New Year’s Eve with thewith the  STEEL TOE BOOTSSTEEL TOE BOOTS
        	        	 Prizes, drinks and laughs! Join us as we welcome Western Canada’s hottest 
                   country band. Tickets are $20 at the Harbour Liquor Store.

GrasshopperGrasshopper

Pub Pub 
LiveLive

EntertainmentEntertainment

Pender Harbour Hotel Pender Harbour Hotel                                                                                               883-9013883-9013

*Come in and support the Vancouver Canucks.*Come in and support the Vancouver Canucks.
		   		   we’re showing we’re showing ALL REGULAR AND PPV GAMESALL REGULAR AND PPV GAMES

* Monday Night Football - * Monday Night Football - $3.75 BOTTLES OF BUD$3.75 BOTTLES OF BUD

* Check out  our * Check out  our DAILY DRINK SPECIALSDAILY DRINK SPECIALS

* * WINGS WEDNESDAYWINGS WEDNESDAY
* Join us for * Join us for AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE AUTHENTIC INDIAN CUISINE every Thursday and 		 every Thursday and 		

                                                                wash it down with a $3.75 Coronawash it down with a $3.75 Corona
     *      * FILIPINO FOOD SPECIALSFILIPINO FOOD SPECIALS Every Tuesday Every Tuesday

The 

Grasshopper 

family would 

like to wish 

everyone a safe and 

happy holiday.

Merry 

Christmas!



OPEN DAILY AT 11OPEN DAILY AT 11... (604)883-2674... (604)883-2674
GARDEN BAY PUB

BACKEDDY PUBBACKEDDY PUB
at Egmont Marina Resortat Egmont Marina Resort

Call us at..... 604-883-3614Call us at..... 604-883-3614

NEW YEAR’S EVE!NEW YEAR’S EVE!

Come celebrate with 3 SHADES OF 
Come celebrate with 3 SHADES OF 

BLUE.  Tickets are $35 and includes 
BLUE.  Tickets are $35 and includes 

a midnight snack and a champagne 
a midnight snack and a champagne 

toast.  toast.  

Don’t wanna drive home?  Call us about 
Don’t wanna drive home?  Call us about 

our special New Years eve rates on our 
our special New Years eve rates on our 

accomodations!  accomodations!  

Book your tickets now as reservations are 
Book your tickets now as reservations are 

requiredrequired

  
    Dec. 2  - Larrie Cook & the Bluesmasters       
  Dec. 9 - Joe Stanton & the Precious Littles
  Dec. 16 - Gaetan & the French Connection
    Dec. 23 - Simon Paradis & Gut Bucket Thunder
    Dec. 30 - Verna Chan

SUNDAY JAMSSUNDAY JAMS

Jill WagnerJill Wagner
(604)740-7885(604)740-7885

w w w. s u t t o n s u n s h i n e c o a s t. c a

You’ll be You’ll be 
“Sold” “Sold” 

on my serviceon my service

	           Sutton Group - West Coast Realty

Prime Rib Saturdays

Eggs Benny Sundays
 (11 a.m. - 2 p.m.)

Monday Night Football:
All U Can Eat SPAGHETTI - $10

Karaoke Wednesdays:
$2.50 tacos & Corona special

Friday Meat Draws:
Proceeds to P. H. Dragon Boat Society

Caesar’s on special Sunday

Molson Canadian Special:
All Canucks games

SPECIALSSPECIALS   
NEW YEAR’S EVE:
NEW YEAR’S EVE:

w/ Apasionado

(Randy Rayment & 

Lori Charmichael)

Dinner − champagne

Party favours

Always sells out so get 

your tickets now.

Call now to book your Christmas party

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO EVERYONE!HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO EVERYONE!


