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NICHOLAS SIMONS, MLA
POWELL RIVER-SUNSHINE COAST

LOOKING 
TO THE 
FUTURE

Sales/In
formation Centre

4580 Flagship Road

The last large development within the harbour, Pender Harbour Landing offers the perfect retreat 
and puts you within easy reach of Vancouver.  This intimate oceanside development boasts 
estate parcels from .5 to 2.6 acres, with nearby golfing, fishing, hiking, dining and yachting.  
Careful planning has ensured your new custom home will compliment the natural beauty and stunning 
ocean views that the Pender Harbour Landing community has to offer.  

Ocean view pricing from $155,000 www.penderharbourlanding.com  

Vancouver

Gibsons

Sechelt

Pender Harbour Landing

Teresa Sladey  |  604.740.7535 
teresasladey@dccnet.com

Bill Hunsche  |  604.740.1411
billhunsche@dccnet.com

Estate Living at Ocean’s Edge

4675 Marine Ave.  Pier 17
Powell River   Sechelt
604-485-1249  604-741-0792
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EDITORIAL
If the kids aren’t all right, call on the parents

By Brian Lee

Whether we’re
talking about the recon-
fi guration debate at the 
elementary school or 
the  rumoured problems
at the high school, it 

seems there’s a need now, more than 
ever, for parents to get involved with
their kids.

For a while now we’ve been hear-
ing about the “drug problems at the
high school.”

The drug problem isn’t in the 
school, it is in the community.

It’s like saying there’s a drug
problem at the IGA because the kids 
who go there to buy potato chips might 
be stoned.

Staff at the school are paid to teach 
youth about the proper usage of its and 
it’s and, if there’s a little time left over, 
the good ones will offer some moral 
guidance.

The rest is up to the parents ― if 
there’s a drug problem at school, and 
that includes alcohol, it started at home.

If nothing else, the negative atten-
tion the school is getting has brought 
to light the fact that there is a drug and 
alcohol problem here. Period.

There are other problems at the
school too and they all point to an
increasing failure to present kids with
positive role models.

I’ve been to Parent Advisory
Committee meetings attended by four 
parents from a school of almost 200 
students. 

It’s important not to jump to
hysterics ― a couple of troubled twits
shouldn’t tarnish the whole school’s 
reputation.

But it is time to get involved.
During the recent reconfi guration

debate, a handful of parents faced down 

a ludicrous proposal: The school dis-
trict suggested that we ship Grades 
4 to 6 up to the high school, build a 
new playground and house them in 
portables while maintaining a skel-
eton administration at the elementary 
school. 

Whether it would have saved 
money is debatable. Whether the 
elementary school is of intrinsic im-
portance to the community is not.

I’ve maintained from the start 
that the discussion should not be 
limited to parents of elementary 
school students. 

The school board likely didn’t 
consider the effect such a change 
would have on local businesses. I 
wonder how much shopping takes 
place by parents during pick-ups and 
drop-offs. 

And would it not be just plain  
eerie to have  the playground si-
lent and empty at lunch and recess 
through the school year? 

  I’d say 40 parents of students 
from both schools showed up to the 
fi rst information meeting, curious to 
hear what plans were in store for the 
Madeira Park Elementary School. 

The second meeting saw that 
number drop by half while there was 
every indication that this restructur-
ing would take place next year.

The proposal was fi nally struck 
down after a core group of parents 
encouraged others to write in opposi-
tion. It worked.

Parents are in the best position 
to protect our local schools as well 
as representing the concerns of the 
voiceless majority without school 
age children to the school district. 

So parents, take a more active 
role ― your kids and the community 
need your help. 

The Independent Voice
of Pender Harbour & 
Egmont since 1990
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monthly by Paq Press © 2008. 
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SPIEL PICKSSPIEL PICKS
PENDER HARBOUR MAY DAY PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING - MARCH 9

 Work has started on plans for 2009 May Day and the committee needs your input. All community members who 
have a fondness for BC’s second oldest May Day celebration are urged to attend the meeting on March 14 at the Pender 
Harbour Community Hall.

SECOND ANNUAL DAVE HOWELL MEMORIAL - MARCH 14
 Come out to the Garden Bay Pub for a fi tting remembrance of Dave Howell ― a  memorial jam hosted by Joe 

Stanton and the Precious Littles. Bring your dancing shoes!

“RAISE THE ROOF” ST. PATRICK’S DAY SEAFOOD BUFFET DINNER & DANCE - MARCH 14
The Pender Harbour Community Hall is the site of another seafood buffet fundraiser for the Pender Harbour Com-

munity Hall “Raise the Roof.” Come for dinner and stay for the dance... or not. Buffet dinner (5:30 p.m.) tickets cost 
$25 and tickets for the dance (9 p.m.) featuring the band “Altered ” cost $10. Tickets available at John Henry’s, Miss 
Sunny’s Hair Boutique and Off the Hook Seafoods.

PENDER HARBOUR POWER AND SAIL SQUADRON “GO GREEN DAY” - MARCH 15
 The P. H. Power and Sail Squadron host this great event every year. It starts in the morning with a beach and 

road clean up at three different locations around Pender Harbour and ends with a BBQ at beautiful Baker Beach on 
Francis Peninsula. (See p. 35 for details.)

Save Water and Money
Bathroom Fixture Replacement

Now accepting applications for 2009!
 

Swap your old 13+ litre toilet for a new dual fl ush 
Caroma toilet AT NO CHARGE, to a maximum of two toilets. 

Available to residential & commercial 
SCRD water customers only.

Due to the overwhelming response from South Pender 
Harbour customers, the application list for the 2009 South Pender area 
is now full. Any applications being received now for South Pender will be 
added to the waiting list for 2010.

Metered customer?
Reduce your water bills by registering for this program

Fixtures may not be exactly as shown

For further information, check www.scrd.ca, email lowfl ow@scrd.ca or call 604-885-6806.
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NEWSNEWS

A local veterinarian warns that 
the recent population explosion of 
coyotes could increase the likelihood 
of transmitting certain diseases to 
pets.

“My concern is that, usually, 
when those types of population explo-
sions occur... what happens is they 
run out of food and either move on or 
die,” says Dr. Rick Smalley.

“Here, that’s not likely to happen 
because there’s so damn many cats.”

Smalley says that nature usually 
intervenes in a situation like that and 
a disease such as canine distemper, 
canine parvovirus or rabies occurs 
within the population. This could be 
passed on to a nearby pet population.

“It’s a question of numbers... 
it’s like kids going into Grade 1 ― 
they’re perfectly healthy and then you 
put them all into one room and boom, 
they all get sick,” says Smalley.

Canine distemper and parvovirus 
are only transferable to the dog popu-
lation but any mammal is susceptible 
to rabies.

Cases of rabies are rare in BC 
and usually associated with bats. In 
2004, two skunks collected in Stanley 
Park tested positive for rabies.

 Once symptoms start, rabies 
kills almost all of its victims.

Canine distemper is highly con-

Vet says conditions ripe for potential spread of diseases to pets

The Valentine Dinner and Dance at the Pender Harbour Commuity Hall was a 
smashing success in terms of the fun had and funds raised for Area A Seniors’ 
Society’s Abbeyfield House project. The fundraising efforts have taken a desperate 
turn as a potential $100,000 donation is contingent on reaching a fundraising goal of 
$400,000 by a certain date. (See p. 38 for details.)

Rose Doepel photo

PHOTOJOURNALPHOTOJOURNAL

tagious, affecting wild and domestic 
carnivores. It most often occurs in 
raccoons but was the leading cause 
of death in U.S. dogs until the 1950s 
when specialized immunizations be-
came available.

Canine parvovirus affects do-
mestic dogs, coyotes or wolves. The 
disease causes an intestinal infection 

resulting in lack of appetite, extreme 
weakness and vomiting or bloody 
diarrhea.

Transmission of these diseases 
occurs most frequently within an 
unvaccinated pet population so pet 
owners are encouraged to ensure their 
vaccinations are up to date.
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  (604) 885-6866For our  complete  schedule  of  swim t imes and f i tness c lasses 
v is i t  us  on the web at  www.scrd.ca  under  Serv ices. 

Al l  p rograms requ i re  p re- reg is t ra t ion  and payment  one week pr io r  to  s ta r t  da te . 

PENDER HARBOUR AQUATIC & FITNESS CENTRE      H E A L T H  I N  M O T I O N

MARCH!
REGISTRATION FOR SPRING SESSION OF SWIM LESSONS AND PROGRAMS: Begins Monday, 
March 9 with classes beginning the week of March 23.  Our last 8 week session before closing for our renovations!  Look for more 
information in the Coast Reporter on March 6 and for our program fl yer you will be receiving in the mail early March. 

BOOT CAMP: Next session begins week of March 23. Beginner and Intermediate programs will be offered.  Registration starts 
on March 9.  

SPRING BREAK: Monday, March 16 to Friday, March 20. The facility will be open 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.     
No swim lessons or fi tness classes during this week.

SPRING BREAK DAY CAMP: March 16-20. 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. $28 per day.  Lots of activities 
planned with option of early drop-off and later pick-up times.  Registration required by March 6.

BRONZE MEDALLION: Train to become a lifeguard! Pre-requisite: Bronze Star or 13 years of 
age and older.  Five Thursdays and two Saturdays, beginning March 26. Registration required by March 12.

NEWSNEWS
Ladies Auxiliary folds after 60-plus years of service to Legion #112

The Ladies Auxiliary to the 
Royal Canadian Legion Branch #112 
is no more.

The non-profi t auxiliary has fol-
lowed a trend in small communities 
across Canada by dissolving this past 
January with members joining the 
Legion branch itself.

Auxiliary member Bev Divall 
said their numbers had dwindled to 
around six or seven people and there 
weren’t enough members to make a 
quorum at their last four meetings.

“We just couldn’t do it any-
more,” said Divall.

“But we fi gured we could do 
just as well by joining the branch and 
doing the same things we did with the 
auxiliary. 

“We used to put on the Ladies’ 
Table... and we can put on garage 

sales for the branch and we fi gured we 
could make just as much for them that 
way or more.”

Many of the long-standing vol-
unteers like Lil Beharrell, Caryl Cam-
eron, Scotty Cameron, Joyce Clay, 
Irene Crabb, Doris Edwardson, Isabel 
Gooldrup and Nancy Smallwood have 
worked tirelessly over the years rais-
ing funds.

Their efforts have benefited the 
community in many ways, supporting 
not only the Legion but bursaries to 
graduating high school students and 
other local causes.

Originally made up of moth-
ers, wives and daughters of returning 
veterans of the First World War, the 
Ladies Auxiliary to the Royal Cana-
dian Legion was formed in 1928, two 
years after the Royal Canadian Legion 

itself.
The auxilaries are an extension 

of the Legions themselves and have 
become responsible for much of fund-
raising and volunteer activity associ-
ated with Canadian Legions.

The local Ladies’ Auxiliary was 
formed after the Second World War 
and Divall said that it often boasted 25 
or more members.

“It was started to support the sur-
viving veterans of the Second World 
War but now there are hardly any 
veterans left, you know.”

The BC/Yukon Ladies Auxiliary 
presently has approximately 3,000 
members associated with 100 Legion 
Branches within 17 zones. 



March 2009 Page 7

NEWS
Local chamber of commerce gets fi red up for spring

The Pender Harbour and Egmont 
Chamber of Commerce has risen from 
its den just in time for spring.

After a dormant fall and winter, 
the chamber seems to be receiving a 
badly needed injection of energy.

The annual general meeting 
attracted close to 30 members at the 
Pender Harbour Legion on Feb. 12 
with director’s positions fi lled and 
some fresh faces in key positions.

Often touted as Pender Harbour 
and Egmont’s “town council,” the 
chamber is the voice of business in 
Area A but has languished in recent 
years due to membership apathy and 
inconsistent direction.

Key people have shouldered 
much of the load in keeping the cham-
ber alive in the past, managing such 
projects as the Visitors Information 
Booth in Madeira Park and advertis-
ing signs on the highway in Middle 
Point and Madeira Park.

But, according to incoming presi-
dent Rick Harmer, that could change.

Harmer hoped to move forward 
by asking all members to accept a 
small role in helping out. He sug-
gested each member make themselves 
available to pitch in on projects as 
requested in order to reduce the load 
for anyone person.

In addition to monthly directors’ 
meetings, Harmer told members that 
he’d like to get regular “blue sky” 
brainstorming sessions going to iden-
tify local concerns and projects the 
chamber could lend a hand to.

After a quick run through busi-
ness and election of directors, mem-
bers listened to presentations by Re-
newable Power Corporation on their 
independent power project in Narrows 
Inlet.

Gil Yard gave an update on the 
Area A Senior Society’s Abbeyfi eld 

Pender Harbour Community Club and 

Off the Hook Seafoods present

P

House project fundraising progress.
Janet Thomas from the Pender 

Harbour Jazz Festival gave news on 
their upcoming marketing campaign 
and the addition of an artisans’ fair in 
Madeira Park that will run during the 
festival.

The Pender Harbour Jazz Festi-
val offered a proposal that the cham-

SATURDAY, MARCH 14TH

PENDER HARBOUR COMMUNITY HALL

FEATURING THE BAND “ALTERED”

BUFFET DINNER TICKETS - $25 EACH

DANCE TICKETS - $10 EACH

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 P.M.

DINNER AT 6 P.M.

DANCE – 9 P.M.

Tickets: John Henry’s, 

     Miss Sunny’s Hair Boutique 

     Off the Hook Seafoods

For information call 

Doug Davis @ 604-740-2077 or 

Erin @ 604-741-3966.

ber consider taking on the responsibil-
ity of transportation during the festi-
val. The directors will consider that at 
the next meeting. 

For more information on the 
Pender Harbour and Egmont Chamber 
of Commerce, visit www.penderhar-
bour.ca.

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration

“Raise the Roof”

Seafood Buffet Dinner & Dance

30 P.M.PPPPPPPP......M
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Downtown Madeira Park
MONDAY - SATURDAY: 7 a.m. - 5 p.m.
                       SUNDAY: 7 a.m. - 4-ish p.m

Copper Sky
Gallery& Cafe

 

www.earthlycreatures.ca

604.883.0096

SUMMER BBQ STARTING MOTHER’S DAYSUMMER BBQ STARTING MOTHER’S DAY

Parents mobilized in recent 
months to face down a proposed 
reconfi guration of the two local 
schools that would have seen Grades 5 
and 6 moved to Pender Harbour High 
School.

After months of consultation 
with parents and community mem-
bers, the school board and manage-
ment of S.D. #46 reached a consensus 
in January to drop the proposed plan.

“It certainly seemed pretty clear 
that people were really not interested 
in changing the status quo,” said 
school district #46 superintendant 
Deborah Palmer.

“We got approval for the seis-
mic project... so we got the money 
to refi t the building and the public’s 
not feeling as though they want to do 
anything different so let’s leave it the 
way it is.”

Parents contacted by the Harbour 
Spiel were pleased with the decision. 
Many cited concerns about the even-
tual closure of the elementary school 
should the reconfi guration plan move 
ahead. 

Another worry for some is the 
the potential negative impact result-
ing from mixing older students with 
younger ones.

School district concerns regard-
ing a projected decline in enrollment 
prompted the plan and Palmer says 
that is still a big concern.

She said they’ll receive budget 

Issues at local schools light fi re under parents as reconfi guration 
information from the Ministry of Edu-
cation in March and will look at how 
best to manage programs based on the 
fi gures they receive.

Last year, the province handed 
BC school districts an unexpected 
change to the funding formula that 
amounted to a budget shortfall of 
$60,000 in school district #46.

In addition to the controversial 
reconfi guration plan, there have been 
concerns about perceived problems at 
the high school.

Central to the controversy is a 
highly publicized ― and yet still un-
solved ― string of arsons.

In September 2008, RCMP in-
vestigated three small fi res that were 
started inside the the school. 

Principal Phil Luporini said one 
of the fi res wasn’t deliberately set 
and, after investigation, turned out to 
be some burnt popcorn smoking in a 
garbage can. 

Another fi re was reported in a 
student’s locker on Jan. 21 eliciting 
a response from the RCMP and the 
local fi re department. Signs of an 
attempted arson in a garbage can in 
the girl’s washroom was reported 30 
minutes earlier.

Adding to parents’ worries are 
increasing claims of drug and alcohol 
abuse, violence and thefts of student 
property. Some parents are unhappy 
with the administration and are de-

manding something be done.
Luporini is quick to point out 

that, despite some of the negative at-
tention his school is receiving, PHSS 
is still a good school.

“There’s been a huge change in 
the staff here at the school. A lot of 
key staff people have retired over the 
last three years: Ted Roberts, Dave 
Gibson, Wendy Simmonds, Bruce 
Forbes. All the people that were here 
for a long time,” said Luporini.

“Now the staff are building 
relationships with the students and it 
takes a few years. That is what’s going 
on right now. We have a great staff 
here ― a very supportive staff to the 
students and they care so very much 
for the kids and we’re trying to do all 
sorts of different things.”

Luporini recently accepted a 
part-time position to help implement a 
new technology program in the dis-
trict, which means he’ll now share his 
duties with a part-time administrator.

Luporini claims staffers are try-
ing to lead the kids through positive 
role modelling in order to create a 
bond between the younger and older 
students.

“Everybody used to know each 
other... The kids don’t seem to know 
the older kids whereas 10 years ago, 
they did. It was probably a much 
closer community back then.” 

As the administration and par-
ents debate what needs to be done, the 
students seem to be taking things into 
their own hands.

On a student-hosted Facebook 
(a social networking website) group, 
students and parents have been sound-
ing off on the problems and it’s clear 
there is a perception that things at the 
school used to be better.

Contributors to the site repeat-
edly mention their pride in not requir-

NEWS
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Local dog grooming has arrived!

NOW SERVING PENDER HARBOUR &
HALFMOON BAY!

We bring our custom mobile pet spa right 
to your door giving your loved one a          

soothing and gentle grooming experience.

All breeds and sizes welcome. 

Call 604.740.0328

Mobile Dog Wash
& Grooming Services

NEWS
plans cancelled and problems at high school become public

The spirit is strong at Pender Harbour Secondary School despite some highly 
publicized challenges.

ing locks on their lockers ― a symbol 
to them of the trust once felt in the 
tightly knit school.

Luporini says he understands the 
value students place on open lockers 
and is proposing that security cameras 
be installed in the hallways.

That may deter thieves but is 
unlikely to satisfy those who insist 
the thefts are a symptom of something 
larger.

“Nowadays, locks are appear-
ing on lockers of those who are the 
quiet victims of bullying... teachers 
are rarely respected, along with peers, 
and Pender Harbour Secondary has 
turned upside down. The lockers that 
were never used to the weight of locks 
are broken into, are stolen out of, are 
trashed, are fi lled with garbage, are 
glued shut. The garbage cans are lit on 
fi re. Kids are beating each other up. 
We hate on other students,” writes the 
student who hosts the 274-member 
Facebook page in her introductory 
message.

“I am a student at Pender Har-
bour Secondary, and I deserve better 
than this. I am not afraid to ask for 
better. And I am not afraid to speak 
out about what I don’t think is right. 
Something needs to change. Stu-
dents cannot continue to feel unsafe 
at school, especially when it is this 
small. 

“We need to stop pretending that 
we can get by without anything being 
done. Everyone needs to put effort 
into making this school a good place 
to be again,”

“This is our school, let’s take it 
back and show everyone how amazing 
it can be. 

“No offence to anyone, I’m just 
getting some things out, it’s time 
I spoke about this openly, because 
speaking openly about these problems 

is the only way they will possibly be 
solved.

“The principal and teachers 
haven’t changed anything thus far, 
so its up to us. If we want change we 
have to start acting.

What we want, 
no more stealing
no more fi res
no more fi ghts
respect.”

Anyone with any information 
regarding the arsons at the Pender 
Harbour High School is encouraged to 
contact the Sunshine Coast RCMP at 
(604) 885-2266.
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(604) 885-6800 (tel)
(604) 885-7909 (fax)

SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT
1975 Field Road, Sechelt, BC, V0N 3A1

www.scrd.ca
Offi ce Hours: Monday to Friday 8:30 - 4:30

UPCOMING MEETINGS:
Monday, March 1, 2009
• 9:00 a.m.      Policing Committee
• 10:30 a.m.    Transportation Committee
Thursday, March 5, 2009
• 10:00 a.m.    Regional Hospital District
• 1:30 p.m.      Infrastructure Services Committee
Monday, March 9, 2009
• 9:30 a.m.      Budget
Tuesday, March 10, 2009
• 9:30 a.m.      Budget

Wednesday, March 11, 2009
• 9:30 a.m.       Budget
Thursday, March 12, 2009
• 1:30 a.m.       Planning and Development Committee
• 7:30 p.m.       Board
Thursday, March 19, 2009
• 10:00 a.m.     Special Infrastructure Services Committee      
                           (Watershed)
• 1:30 p.m.       Community Services Committee
Thursday, March 26, 2009
• 1:30 p.m.       Corporate/Administrative Services Committee
• 7:30 p.m.       Board

DIRECTOR CONTACT INFORMATION
Director Eric Graham is available to meet with residents to 
discuss local issues related to the Sunshine Coast Regional 
District government. He can be reached at home at  
604-883-9061 or by email, ericgraham@dccnet.com.

AREA A ADVISORY PLANNING COMMISSION
The Area A  APC will meet on 

Wednesday, March 25 at 7 p.m. 
Room 107, Pender Harbour High School

     The SCRD is looking for area residents who would like to 
provide input on the planning and operation of the South 
Pender Harbour Water System. 
      As a committee member, you will also be expected 
to act as a liaison between the Sunshine Coast Regional      
District and the water users in the SPHWD.  Applicants 
must live in the South Pender Harbour Water District.  

     To apply, send a letter with your name, address,                  
telephone number and email address, explaining why you 
are  interested in water management and why you want to 
join this committee to:
     Dave Crosby, Infrastructure Services.
     1975 Field Road, Sechelt, B.C.   V0N 3A1
     Fax: 604-885-7909, E-mail: dave.crosby@scrd.ca

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: SOUTH PENDER HARBOUR WATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Are you interested in making a diff erence in your community? 

The deadline for submissions is March 13, 2009. For more information, contact: Dave Crosby at 604-885-6800

LANDFILL FEE INCREASE
All Tipping Fees have increased by $5/ton as of April 1, 2009.
The minimum charge is not aff ected. 
For more information check www.scrd.ca  or call                
604-885-6800 ext. 6139.

LET’S TALK
The North Pender Harbour Water Advisory Committee is 
holding an Annual General Meeting on Tuesday May 5, 
2009, at 7 p.m. 
This public meeting is held at the Pender Harbour Resort, 
4686 Sinclair Bay Road, Garden Bay. All are welcome!

SCRD SATELLITE OFFICE – AREA A
Located  at 12828 Lagoon Rd. Open from 8:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Monday – Friday.  Services provided include:

Phone: 604-885-6877 or Email: info@scrd.ca

•  full-time staff  provide information and direct inquiries;
•  website access to the SCRD
•  water services staff  available fi ve days a week   

•  building inspectors and planning staff  available by appointment 
•  building permit applications and other forms available on site
•  secure drop-off  location for plans, applications and documents
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is being subsidized by the other dis-
tricts.  

I know when I was Jane Reid’s 
alternate the SCRD tried to close it 
and Area A fought to keep it open and 
won.  

At the present volume, if the 
transfer station had a compactor, it is 
claimed there would be one truckload 
every six days to the Sechelt Landfi ll.  
We will be setting up a public forum 
to give all the information and a deci-
sion will have to be made before long.  
Watch for the news.

 John Weston, our MP, sat down 
with all governments on the Sunshine 
Coast and provided information on 
the new grant-funding program. This 
would apply to new projects of which 
we would pay one third.

 We have capital projects (water, 
sewer, garbage) to be started. We are 
looking into which of those we could 
move forward on ― but that will cost 
taxpayers more!

The devil’s in the details: SCRD 2009 budget
GRAHAM’S GROUNDWORK

rived from Edmonton, going through 
the fi nal inspections before we accept 
it.  

There was hope that we could 
get an operating grant but it looks like 
we have to prove it is needed before 
any operating grant money might be 
forthcoming.  An advisory committee 
will be set up, a driver hired and a bi-
weekly service will be started before 
long but there has to be proven rider-
ship or it won’t continue. 

It is a good asset for the commu-
nity so please help us with it once the 
committee is set up.

 
DAKOTA RIDGE

Apparently it is beautiful up 
there with lots of winter sports and the 
parking lot full on the weekends.  

This year it is costing Area A 
$28,721.  There is no way of tracking 
how many from Area A are using it.  

If there are many from here using 
it, that is great but if not, can we do 
something to get the numbers up or 
does Area A opt out of this function?

 
PENDER HARBOUR LANDFILL

Within two years, our landfi ll 
will be full and we have to expand 
it ― if the provincial government 
allows it ― or close it and put in a 
transfer station. 

Because it is 10 per cent of the 
size of the Sechelt Landfi ll I have 
been told that it is costing money and 

By Eric Graham
SCRD Director, 

Area A

BUDGET
We have 

completed round 
two of the SCRD 
Budget for 2009. 

Round three will be done the 
second week of March and has to be 
passed by the end of the month.  

 Although this is my fi rst year 
working on the budget, all of the 
directors that have been in for two or 
more terms (six or more years) agree 
this has been the toughest.  

After round one there was an 
overall increase of 20 per cent (in 
Area A  21.6 per cent).  After round 
two the Area A increase over 2008 is 
now at 13 per cent. Round three will 
be tough because there must be more 
cuts.

Area A total taxation is currently 
$1,934,933. Some of the big increases 
have been for the landfi ll and recy-
cling across the Coast, presently up 
45.7 per cent for Area A to $173,604

Area A grants in aid are up 260 
per cent, primarily for the operation of 
the new bus (a new item of $46,000). 

Dakota Ridge (Area A) is up 22.5 
per cent to $28,721 and Emergency 
Telephone (Area A) is up 39.5 per 
cent to $60,676. Rural Planning for 
Area A is up roughly 23 per cent to  
$275,392. These are just some of the 
items and this is after a great deal has 
been cut.  

When more is cut we will have to 
understand that there are going to be 
cuts in service which will affect many 
of us, but I think this has to be done.

 
THE BUS

The used 20-seater bus (funded 
through the Gas Tax Rebate), has ar- EXCAVATION • PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT • SEPTIC FIELDS • GRAVEL & TOPSOIL

Trucking & Excavating
KERRY RAND ...... 883-2154

ENTERPRISESK•E•R

Call Merv...
(604) 883-2060

Residential & Commercial

CARPET CLEANING
BrightersideBrighterside
The
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water and long twisty roads some-
times makes it hard for people to get 
together on a whim. If you’re a new 
woman to the area and approaching 
retirement, it’s even more of a chal-
lenge. 

That was the impetus 10 years 
ago when a handful of people had a 
vision of connecting local women by 
holding comfortable gatherings that 
showcased locally relevant topics. 

A mission statement was estab-
lished, a bank account opened, and 
information calling cards were de-
signed.  Posters advertising the date of 
the fi rst gathering were produced and 
announcements were made in local 
papers.  

The fi rst gathering took place on 
Feb. 9, 1999 with 16 ladies in attend-
ance.  They were very pleased to fi nd 
out that many long-time residents 
wanted to join in as well.

LOCALLY

A year later Women’s Connec-
tion had 52 members and included 
lunches out, potlucks and the “Unique 
Women’s Lives” program. 

The Steering Committee had 
been successful and the fi rst council 
was elected as the organization be-
came independent.

From the very beginning it was 
understood that the Women’s Connec-
tion events be called gatherings and 
not meetings. They wanted to ensure 
theirs was a “non-service” society 
where women could meet separately 
from the formal structure of many of 
the other volunteer groups they may 
belong to.

“The success of this group is be-
cause they are ‘gatherings.’  We don’t 
do any business there. The business 
part of the organization is done at our 
council meetings,” says co-founder 
Dorothy Faulkner. 

“So when you come, you just 
come and have a cup of coffee and 
relax and talk to everybody and hear 
what’s going on for the next time.”

Faulkner says that each gathering 
begins with the ring of a bell followed 
by a short reading and a candle light-
ing ceremony that serves to bring 
members down from the excited ar-
rival discussions that inevitably take 
place as members fi lter in.  

After “Community News” – an 
open format discussion where mem-
bers bring up various topics of interest 
― there is usually a presentation by 
a guest speaker. During intermission 
they hold a 50/50 draw that raises 
funds for a major project the group is 
planning.

Supporting each other during 
changes and adjustment in women’s 
lives is an important part of the group.  
They have chosen the rose as their 

By Dorothy Faulkner & Brian Lee

It’s long been said that Pender 
Harbour and Egmont are diffi cult 
places for newcomers to fi nd social 
acceptance. 

Some joke that you’re not a local 
here until your gravestone says so.  

The truth is that it takes effort 
to be social here. The geographical 
spread of land and our relative isola-
tion from each other in the form of 

The Pender Harbour Women’s Connection celebrates 10 years by 

The Pender Harbour Women’s Connection gathers to cut the cake and celebrate their 
first 10 years. (left to right): Janet Thomas, Dorothy Faulkner and Linda Pearson. 

Linda Pearson photo

Feeling sore, tired, no spring up and go…
How good do you want to feel?


 MASSAGE/ORTHO-BIONOMY THERAPY

For acute and chronic pain, and rejuvenation

    CONSULTATION/HERBAL REMEDIES

Wendie Milner: 604-883-9361Wendie Milner: 604-883-9361

• Hormone Balancing   
• Stress Management
• Cold/Flu Remedies    

• Herbal Cleansing Kits
• Body/Bath Care Products
• Gift Baskets
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logo to signify the beauty of the spirit 
of women in the caring of others, 
whether it is their spouses, family or 
community. 

For the fourth birthday celebra-
tion Jean Minch created a quilt hang-
ing with the rose and added the geese.  
This was to represent the fact that 
when a goose becomes sick or wound-
ed two other geese help and protect it 
and stay with it until it dies or is able 
to fl y again.   It was thought that the 
women in the group would also stand 
by each other in diffi cult times as well 
as good times. 

Dorothy Faulkner and Janet 
Thomas, two of the founders, were 
the mainstays for the fi rst seven years.  
Dorothy has served as the chairper-
son/facilitator and Janet the secretary/ 
treasurer.  

During the last three years Irda 
Sherman and Linda Pearson have 
shared the facilitator and chairperson 
duties.  They, together with other 
members of the group’s council, have 
organized over 120 meaningful pro-
grams ― some serious, some humor-
ous, but all adding to the group’s 
warm camaraderie.  Because of the 
dedication to their group, they have 
seen the Pender Harbour Women’s 
Connection fl ourish, growing to 80-
plus members.

They are a diverse group. Mem-
bers of the Women’s Connection have 
worked in fi shing and logging camps. 
They’ve worked in the entertainment 
industry, sailed around the world and 
some have even had kids. 

The Women’s Connection has 
been labelled the “Welcome Wagon” 
by realtors in the area. Not only is it 
the place to connect with other women 
but also with other community groups. 
The Health Clinic Auxiliary, the Quilt-
ers Group, the P. H. Garden Club and 

(continued on next page)

publishing a book

the P. H. Golf Club are but a few that 
have been showcased in recent years.  
They and other community groups 
have increased membership through 
the information found at the Pender 
Harbour Women’s Connections and 
in turn, the women have benefi ted 
in learning about their community. 
Presentations over the years have in-
cluded local business people discuss-
ing practical topics such as income tax 
and estate planning, artisans showcas-
ing their skills, author discussions and 
travel slideshows.

But by far the most ambitious 
project ever undertaken by the Wom-
en’s Connection is about to take fl ight.  
In the spring of 2001, the concept of 
honouring long-time women residents 
of the area by documenting their sto-
ries in book form was introduced.   At 
the time, this was an incredibly ambi-
tious – some would say foolhardy ― 
project to undertake by volunteers. 

There have been a lot of refer-
ences but never a book published 
about the history of Pender Harbour. It 
is an incredibly daunting task to try to 

collect the myriad of stories that exist 
here.

After a monumental effort on the 
part of the small group, it looks like 
the book will be published in Novem-
ber of this year. 

The purpose of the book was to 
collect the stories of more than 30 
early women residents in order to 
bring to life a subject historians have 
typically ignored – the role women 
played in the formation of our coastal 
communities. By so doing, the group 
has tapped into a wealth of previously 
unrecorded general history. 

After a brief preface by the 
Women’s Connection outlining the 
genesis of the book, there will be a 

The first Women’s Connection gathering took place in February of 1999 with 16 ladies 
in attendance. 

Dorothy Faulkner photo

Multi-material 
Recycling & 

Beverage Container 
Refund Centre
Hwy. 101 and 
Menacher Rd.

RECYCLING &
BOTTLE DEPOT

883-1165

Regular Hours:
Sun. 10 am-2pm
Mon. Tue. Thur.
Fri. / Sat. 8:30am -4pm
Closed Wednesday

ONE-STOP CONVENIENCE
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Opening Reception: March 1, 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.
“Wearable Stories” exhibit: 

March 1 to April 26

Check the website for workshop information:
 
Anna Hawthorn: March 21 to 22
   Figure in Landscape painting 

 Kerr Grabowski: March 23 to 27
   Design and Deconstructed Screenprinting

 Angelika Werth: April 2 to 05 
   Deconstructed/Reconstructed Garment

 Ursula Bentz: April 18
   Dimensional Felting

FibreWorks Studio & Gallery
12887-12889 Sunshine Coast Hwy. • Madeira Park, BC
(604)883-2380 • www.gunboatbaylodge.com/fi breworks.html
Winter hours: Wed. to Sun. 11a.m. to 5 p.m. & by appt.

“Art in Yurts” – FibreWorks Gallery is opening the new season with 
“Wearable Stories” by Kerr Grabowski

LOCALLY 
Women’s Connection (cont.)
(continued from page 13)
foreword by Edith Iglauer outlining 
her own memories of coming to the 
Harbour and making a home here.

 The main text will combine 
selections from collected oral histo-
ries interwoven with narratives trac-
ing the evolution of the harbour from 
about 1890 to today. The link will be 
women’s experiences ― their work, 
struggles, discoveries, sorrows and 
joys ― through decades of social and 
physical change.   

    After an initial description of 
Pender Harbour as a traditional com-
munity of Shishalh families, the fi rst 
segment looks at early settlement by 
European pioneers in the period up to 
about 1935.  The oral history compo-
nent of this segment will come from 
family tales of their forebears as told 
by Gloria Fritz, Florence Dubois, Cl-
edia Duncan, Lewella Duncan, Muriel 
Cameron and Marion Wray.  It will 
also incorporate supplementary mate-
rial from submissions provided by 
descendants of early Harbour inhabit-
ants, earlier oral history collected by 

the Sunshine Coast Museum in Gib-
sons, newspaper accounts and other 
historical sources and records.

The second segment will de-
scribe Harbour life from the woman’s 
perspective at the end of the Depres-
sion, through the war years and up 

to about 1950. The development of 
St. Mary’s Hospital will be traced 
through recollections of the women 
who worked there and those who gave 
birth and sought medical care there for 
themselves, their husbands and their 
children. 

The early economy of the Har-
bour will be made visible through 
women’s memories of making a home 
in the wilderness. The daily travails of 
helping husbands with fi shing, getting 
schooling for the children, travelling 
by steamer and the early stores (at 
Irvines Landing and Hassans) for sup-
plies. All of the regular daily activities 
accomplished while relying on boats 
as primary transportation. 

There will be stories of everyday 
heroism, of drownings and fi res, of 
extraordinary rescues and of memora-
ble community celebrations. 

The third section will sketch the 
evolution of the Harbour through the 
1950s and 1960s with women’s mem-
ories on the benefi ts of new roads, the 
growth of the schools, the develop-

Members of the Pender Harbour Women’s Connection Book Project gather to hammer 
out details at one of their many meetings.

Women’s Connection photo
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ment of the hospital before its reloca-
tion to Sechelt, the shift of the com-
mercial centre from Irvines to Garden 
Bay and Madeira Park, the founding 
of churches and various community 
organizations and the heyday of the 
fi shing resorts and marinas. 

Women were working in Harbour 
businesses as well as in the homes 
and the Harbour became less remote 
geographically from the cities to the 
south and north as transportation and 
communication became more effi cient 
and less expensive.  

There will also be memories of 
the “summer women” included here 
― those who settled in with their chil-
dren in summer cabins remote from 
their city homes and who relished 
the beauty of the relatively unsullied 
harbour and lakes.  

There will be descriptions of the 
Harbour festivals as they developed 
through the years: the Regatta, May 
Day and the fi shermen’s homecom-
ing dance. This section will also trace, 
through representative anecdotes, the 
evolution of the Harbour from its web 
of ad hoc community services to its 
status at the end of the 1960s as a full 
participant in the broader structures 
of local government on the Sunshine 
Coast. 

All the while, the Pender spirit of 
independent initiative will be heard in 
the voices of its women from this time 
period and later.  The shopping mall, 
the golf course, the music school, 
the reading room, the medical centre 
and the aquatic centre were founded 
largely through the efforts of energetic 
local women.

     A team of volunteer research-
ers has consulted Coast newspapers 
of the forties, fi fties, sixties and early 
seventies as as well as other archival 
resources to obtain material sup-

plementary to our interviews.  The 
group has amassed a treasure trove 
of illustrative photographs, pieces of 
coastal news such as reports on road 
and business openings, store adver-
tisements showing food prices, social 
notes of Harbour weddings and other 
gatherings and columns of homemak-
ing advice geared to conditions on the 
coast. This material will be integrated 
into the main narrative or used in brief 
sidebars where it is relevant to the 
main text.

Concluding overviews by so-
cial anthropologist Jaime Yard will 
pull together the threads of women’s 
experiences in Pender Harbour as told 
by our contributors to create a skein of 
social connectedness from the past to 
the present.

Theresa Kishkan’s afterword 
will return the book to the sound of a 
single woman’s voice, one that ech-
oes the past and tries to anticipate the 
future of Pender Harbour.

   The text will be supplemented 

Prudential Sussex Realty • 12783A Madeira Park Rd. • Madeira Park, BC V0N 2H0

Tel: (604) 883-9525 • Toll Free: 1-800-416-6646 • Fax: (604) 883-9524
www.prudentialsussexrealty.com • prudentialpender@dccnet.com

Patti GaudetPatti GaudetBill HunscheBill Hunsche Teresa SladeyTeresa SladeyCarol ReidCarol Reid

P E N D E R  H A R B O U RP E N D E R  H A R B O U R

PROUD SUPPORTERS OF 

ABBEYFIELD HOUSE
DINNERS FOR 

DONORS CAMPAIGN: 

131 bricks sold!131 bricks sold!  

WOMEN’S CONNECTION 
HISTORY BOOK PROJECT 

Partial list of interviewees, 
submitters or women profi led: 

(continued on next page)

Anne Clemence
Beatrice Walker
Bev Dival
Brenda Scoular
Caryl Cameron
Cledia Duncan  
Denise McKay
Doreen Lee
Doris Phillips
Florence Dubois
Frida Lee
Gloria Fritz
Helen Christian
Helen Edwardson
Inge Bremer
Iris Griffi th
Isabelle Gooldrup
Jean Patterson
Jean Sladey
Jean Whittaker
Jo Benjafi eld
Joan Cameron

Joka Roosen
Joyce Clay
Julia Reid
Kathy Gillespie
Lewella Duncan
Linda Mattis
Lil Beharrel
Lorna Klein
Marion Wray
Marj McKay
Marnie Davidson
Mary Malcolm
Muriel Cameron
Olive Collins
Pixy Daly
Robbie Petraschuk

Rosa Swan
Ruth Kobus
Sue Kammerle
Vera McCallister
Vi Tyner
Wilma Thompson
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by photos,  illustrative maps and 
(possibly) sketches of domestic im-
plements, reproduced advertisements 
and marginal addenda such as typical 
harbour recipes, folk remedies and  
Wrigley’s directories dating  from the 
early 20th century.  

There will also be brief biograph-
ical profi les of the 30 women who 
were interviewed for the book and 
credits to the 12 family members who 
submitted on behalf of their mothers 
who are deceased.

At this point, the group work-
ing on the book project anticipates 
it will be approximately 250 pages 
in an 8.5” x 11” hardcover format 

similar to Helen Dawes’ Sechelt. 
This format should allow for maps of 
Pender Harbour, possibly both early 
and later views, to fi t nicely across the 
end sheet at the front and back of the 
book.  

As the Women’s Connection 
worked to uncover the stories and 
details of what life was like in Pender 
Harbour before, they soon came to the 
realization that much of our past is 
getting lost because we lack a vehicle 
to collect it. 

As old-timers pass on, the price-
less mementoes and photos they’ve 
collected over a lifetime sometimes 
get misplaced or destroyed.  

Pender Harbour lacks a museum 
and, specifi cally, an archive to which 
people could entrust their heirlooms 
and family artifacts.

In what may well be a catalyst to 
get such a facility started, the pro-
ceeds from the book will go to the 
formation of a local archive. 

Since the Women’s Connec-
tion is decidedly not a service group 
and does not have non-profi t society 

status, it made what was an obvious 
choice: to partner with the Pender 
Harbour Living Heritage Society. 

The Pender Harbour Living 
Heritage Society has been working 
for years to collect historical material 
with the intention of someday build-
ing a museum to preserve Pender 
Harbour’s heritage. 

A museum would likely fi rst 
involve a small archival centre that 
could collect, store and preserve lo-
cally donated material. From there, 
efforts could continue to build the 
foundation of what could someday 
become a museum focusing on the 
history of Pender Harbour and the sur-
rounding area.

The still untitled book will hope-
fully provide the fi nancial ― and 
psychological ― momentum to get 
the efforts off the ground. 

The Harbour Spiel has offered its 
full support to provide any marketing 
efforts required to push sales of the 
published book but the fi nancial risk 
in publishing a project of this kind is 
enormous and the group is currently 
raising funds to fi nance its substantial 
printing costs. 

Unit costs for printing each book 
are substantially reduced if they can 
afford a larger print run, with savings 
going directly to the museum and 
archive fundraising efforts. 

Any community members will-
ing to help in this regard are urged 
to make a tax deductible donation 
through the P. H. Living Heritage 
Society.

Publication is planned for No-
vember 2009.

I would like to make a donation to the Women’s 
Connection history book project care of the Pender 
Harbour Living Heritage Society.

Enclosed is a cheque for $_____________, made 
out to the Pender Harbour Living Heritage Society.





PLEASE SEND MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE RECEIPT TO:
Name: _________________________
Address: ____________________________________________
____________________________________________________
Phone Number: __________________________

MAIL TO:
Nonie McCuaig
RR#1, S. 13, C. 32, 
Garden Bay, B.C. 
V0N 1S0

Donation form: Pender Harbour Women’s Connection 

History Book Project

(continued from p. 15)

Women’s Connection (cont.)

~ My home or yours ~

Haircuts at home

call Niki Smith

883-3693
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Dear Editor,

We are writing this letter in an 
effort to increase communication and 
awareness between the parents and 
students of the elementary and sec-
ondary schools and the community at 
large. 

One of the PAC’s goals is to 
liaise between the student body, their 
parents, and the administration of the 
school. 

We have opened our monthly 
PAC meetings to include student 
council and staff representatives to 
foster a team effort to address student 
concerns and support effective leader-
ship for our students.  

The PAC’s primary goal at this 
time is to increase student safety, 
school morale, respect and communi-

Dear Editor,

As a local of Pender Harbour, I 
would like to ask my community to 
offer its support for an organization 
called the Enspire Foundation. 

Through a variety of awareness 
initiatives, the foundation aims to 
make individuals realize and appreci-
ate how truly fortunate they are, and 
consequently inspire them to assist the 
less fortunate. 

In turn, Enspire provides these 
individuals with the opportunity to 
reach out and help. 

People wanting to make a differ-
ence can support Enspire to improve 
the lives of disadvantaged children 
living in developing countries. 

I and many others are volunteer-
ing in the Philippines this May. 

Our plan is to build two houses 
in two weeks.

 I ask for your support and dona-
tions to help us achieve this goal. 

You can visit the website www.
enspire-foundation.org for more infor-
mation about the Bulacan Community 
Project and donate towards this cause. 

You can also contact me person-
ally, via email at may_eva22@hot-
mail.com.

Thank you ― one can do so 
much to make a difference.

Sincerely,
        Hannah Stark

Former PHSS student ‘Enspired’ to help

LETTERS
Parents Advisory Committee welcomes 

cation in our school environment by 
advocating for and educating parents 
and students.  

The PAC is always concerned 
with increasing and maintaining the 
highest levels of instruction and learn-
ing support. 

To this effect, the PHSS PAC 
has:

• promoted letter-writing by 
parents to the school district stating 
their views on the reconfi guration of 
Madeira Park Elementary  and Pender 
Harbour Secondary School. 

• supported the high school boys 
in their effort to have a functioning 
locker and shower facility after two 
years without.

• provided an open forum for 
parents in the form of a Parent Advi-
sory Task force to share their views 

and brainstorm ideas to help support 
their children in the school environ-
ment and set the agenda for the next 
PAC meeting.

• fostered lines of communica-
tion between parents and the school 
by developing an e-mail bulletin list 
to keep parents abreast of school and 
PAC activities and issues.

We always welcome input from 
parents, students and members of our 
community. Please contact us with 
your comments or concerns. 

We look forward to hearing from 
you!

Kim Foster, Chair
604-883-0475

Diana Rae, Secretary, 
604-883-1317

MADEIRA MARINA (1980) LTD.

12930 MADEIRA PARK RD.
Beside Madeira Park gvmnt. float

FAX 883-9250
CALL 883-2266

Sales & Service
most makes

40-Ton Marine Ways

Certifi ed Mechanics

Saltwater Licences

Well-stocked
Marine Store

John Deere Marine

Mercury Outboards

Mercruiser

Volvo Penta

Honda Outboards
2 hp thru
225 hp

THE AREA A SENIORS HOUSING 
PROJECT THANKS:

• the committee that worked so well to put  
   together the Valentines dinner/dance

• the numerous volunteers who assisted with 
   running of  errands, producing an awesome array
   of  desserts and countless other details. 

• the businesses and community members who 
   contributed so generously. 

• the musicians, Cindy Schroeder and Lori Pickles.

IT WAS AN ENJOYABLE EVENING AND BRINGS US ONE STEP CLOSER 
TO BUILDING AN ABBEYFIELD HOUSE IN PENDER HARBOUR.  

TOGETHER WE CAN DO IT!
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The scoop of the poop and other dirt
HARBOUR GARDENING

nutrients into a form that plant root 
needs. Organic fertilizers are a mix-
ture of a wide variety of materials that 
supply the same NPK that plants need. 
But wait a minute, we have so many 
natural products around the house and 
yard to make our own fertilizer. 

You can buy all the fancy com-
posters you like, but the bottom line 
is to produce a humus-rich (almost 
black) mulch. 

The simplest one we’ve seen is 
just made of two tarps. For the bottom 
fold the tarp to a dimension that you 
can tuck out of sight in your yard and 
use another one folded a little larger 

recommended strength, if at all. Those 
huge hanging baskets you see didn’t 
get that way without regular and pow-
erful fertilizing. Perhaps keep a bucket 
of dilute fertilizer handy to add once 
in a while when you’re watering. 

But, there’s a lot of dirty work 
that goes into making, processing and 
packaging commercial fertilizers.

Leaching is a major concern of 
powerful fertilizers synthesized in a 
laboratory and getting washed away 
from their intended target.

Those in natural or organic prod-
ucts are released by the activity of 
micro-organisms that live in the soil 
and, through natural synthesis, convert 

By Jim Rutherford &
Nolan Sawatzky

What do all the numbers mean?
The three numbers on a container 

of commercial fertilizer stand for 
nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium 
(NPK). These are the three major 
chemicals that plants need.

This column is going straight 
to the basics ― we won’t get into 
trace elements. Firstly, nitrogen feeds 
leaves and stem growth. It’s the most 
quickly depleted element. One sign 
of nitrogen defi ciency is yellowing 
leaves (e.g. Fatsia). 

Phosphorus stimulates root 
growth and seed formation. A high 
count of this middle number is help-
ful in the fall when major root growth 
takes place for the next season.

Potassium promotes fl owering, 
fruiting and disease resistance. 

We fi nd a time-release fertilizer 
the best, if we use any. The little 
pellets dissolve over a period of six 
months, so only one application is 
needed when potting up your annuals 
and it’s easy to work in 20-20-20 ― 
the old standby works great. 

Watch the dilutions listed on 
the instructions. We only use half the 

Services we provide:
     • Garden and lawn maintenance
     • Clean-up and pruning
     • Power washing
     • Help for existing gardens
     • New landscape designs
     • Custom containers: anytime

Jim Rutherford and Crew:    
604-883-9597G

ar
de

ni
ng 101

 Area A Seniors’ Housing
 Outreach Healthy Meal Program

  For info: Linda Curtiss 604-883-2819 or Anky Drost 604-883-0033

Thank you to the staff and management of the IGA 
for supporting our program
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for the top. The purpose is to trap the 
runoff and trap heat to hasten decom-
position.

Large woody weeds and seeds 
are hard to compost so perhaps avoid 
them, but ordinary weeds are great.

Start at one end and dump your 
stuff on the bottom tarp.

Grass and plant clippings are 
great to get started and to produce 
heat. If the heap is steaming be a little 
careful, adding dry leaves or damp 
them down. Be a little selective with 
kitchen scraps (spoiled foods and 
meat products) because they attract 
rats, bears and the like.

Avoid kitty litter as it may con-
tain chemicals and disease-causing or-
ganisms. Also, avoid wood and BBQ 
charcoal ash, as the trace elements 
like sulphur, boron and magnesium 
are now concentrated to what could be 
harmful levels. Only the carbon burns 
off.

When you’re offered fowl drop-
pings be very careful. They have to be 
well composted. The raw uremic acid 
will burn your plants. Not so much 
with cow manure, but still compost it 
fi rst. Llama manure is ready to go.

 If you have too many deciduous 
leaves, just bag ’em and leave ’em to 
start the decomposition process. The 
resulting compost will be a little basic 
(pH +7), suitable for your perennials 
and shrubs like lilac but completely 
balanced in NPK and trace elements. 
Because of the evergreen needles, 
gutter cleanings around here will be 
acidic (pH -7). The grit from a duroid 
roof is neutral, as are tea bags and cof-
fee grounds. 

To lower the pH, “salt” a sepa-
rate pile with aluminum sulphate 
for acid-loving shrubs and broadleaf 
evergreens (rhodos).

 

Now on your tarp, rake the older 
material over the new and repeat. 

Weigh down the edges of the tarp 
with whatever you’ve got.

Unless you dig in synthetic 
fertilizers, you won’t get the great 
benefi ts of soil aeration by using your 
own compost. Also, a lot of naturally 
occurring disease-fi ghting organisms 

(nematodes and the like) will fl ourish 
in the compost. Many organisms “fi x” 
nitrogen ― they bond with atmos-
pheric nitrogen to create a soluble 
form that is readily available to plant 
roots. 

For further scoops, you can con-
tact Nolan at plantguy01@hotmail.
com or click on penderharbour.com.

Brush away heart disease
Advertisement

hhwhwhoo hhhahaveve n noo totothhheherr sysympmpttotomsms o offff hhwhwhoo hhhahaveve n noo totothhheherr sysympmpttotomsms o offff 

SUNSHINE COAST DENTAL GROUP
Madeira Park 883-2997  •  Gibsons 886-7830
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SPRING CLEANING

PET TALK
It’s no fun having a “scaredy-dog”

By John Wade

Hi John

What advice do 
you have to help my 
dog deal with thun-
der and fi reworks? 
Sam is a fi ve-year-

old Lab/Rotti female. If she hears 
these sounds she immediately hides 
in the basement. If she hears it while 
we are already walking outside she 
wants to run home. She has even 
tried to hide under a car or in phone 
booth. I pretty much end up run-
ning home with her.

Last summer was the worst 
because she got to the point where 
she would not even want to go out 
for a walk after it got dark and she 
loves her walks. Even during the 
day was touchy. I usually work dur-
ing the day and when it’s really hot 
I’d rather take her out at dusk. She 
didn’t get back to normal until the 
weather got cold. Spring will soon 
be here and so will the thunder-
storms and fi reworks. I hate to see 
her so scared. What can I do?

― GS

Dear GS,

Spring and summer are very 
tough times for noise-phobic dogs. 
Dogs with this particular problem 

have a variety of similar characteris-
tics. They usually are anxious around 
any overhead sound. Fireworks, hot 
air ballons, roofers etc. Ad-
ditionally symptoms 
may not appear until 
around the equiva-
lent of puberty 
or even older 
and often no 
matter what is 
attempted, get 
worse as the 
dog matures.

This is 
a very tough 
problem to treat. 
Anti-anxiety 
drugs are currently 
a popular suggestion 
but must be taken eight 
to 12 weeks in advance 
and in my experience have very 
little effect. There are naturopathic 
remedies as well and once again I’ve 
not found them to be of any help with 
the dogs I’ve treated. I wouldn’t rule 
them out but based on hundreds of 
cases I wouldn’t hold my breath.

Dogs subjected to constant expo-
sure to any sound, sight and smell in 
a positive or indifferent manner be-
tween three and 12 weeks of age usu-
ally never have a problem with those 
sound sights and smells. However, 
no exposure or negative exposure can 
result in a life long problem. Puppies 

born in the winter may never have 
any exposure to loud overhead sounds 
such as thunder. Summer puppies may 

not either during the three – 12 
weeks of age window. Alter-

natively they might but 
only once and were 

frightened by it or 
have been infl u-
enced by a mother 
with a fear or 
shown some 
trepidation and 
had the breeder 
or owner attempt 
to console them 
unintentionally 

reinforcing that it 
was something wor-

thy of concern.
I think you’re best 

bet is to take this letter and 
go have a chat with your veterinar-

ian and a really  good dog trainer and 
see if you can develop a strategy to 
desensitize your dog. But I have to 
warn you, I have seen very few of 
these cases resolved and come thun-
derstorm season it becomes an anx-
ious period for dog owners as well as 
their dogs.

— John

If you have questions for John, 
send e-mail to: johnwade@johnwade.
ca or visit his website at www.john-
wade.ca

Madeira Park Veterinary Hospital
Dr. Rick Smalley, DVM

Madeira Landing #101 - 12890 Madeira Park Road, Madeira Park

MONDAY-FRIDAY

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
SATURDAY

9 a.m. - Noon

604-883-2488
DAY AND 

EMERGENCY

Full service veterinary medicine in Pender Harbour
Medicine • Dentistry • Surgery • Laboratory • X-ray

call max............883-1103
  741-7205

Property caretaking  •  yard work  •  small repairs

PRESSURE WASHING
of driveways, decks, boats and walls etc.
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PENDER GOLF

By Jan Watson

The golf 
course has never 
been closed for two 
months due to snow 
and ice until this 
year. It certainly 

has been a very different winter than 
normal.

VALENTINE SCRAMBLE
We were lucky that we were able 

to play in our Scramble Feb. 14. There 
was a great turnout considering how 
cold it had been ― I think everyone 
was getting cabin fever. 

We played winter tees and fi ve 
temporary greens, plus four regu-
lar greens. It turned out to be a very 
pleasant day with 34 golfers partici-
pating. 

Two teams tied 
with scores of 33. After 
a tie breaker, the winners 
were Eldy Gandy, Lynne 
Cameron, Doug Rae & 
Jan Watson with second 
place going to Merv 
Oleksyn, Terry Cowan, 
Kathy & Wayne Berg-
man. Kp on #3 Helen 
Krantz & Wayne Berg-
man and on #6, I screwed 
up so there was no win-
ner.

A putting contest afterwards in 

the clubhouse was won by the team of 
Tom & Maggi Christy, Gary & Marita 
Anderson. The individual winner after 
a play off was Gerry Krantz.

UNDERSTANDING FROST DELAYS
In many regions of the country, 

golfers occasionally face frost delays 
in the spring, thus push-
ing back starting tee 
times. 

When frost is 
present golf course su-
perintendents delay play 
until the frost has melted. 

This is done to pre-
vent damage that affects 
the quality of the playing 
surface and could poten-
tially be very expensive 
to repair.

Frost is basically 
frozen dew that has crystallized on 

Frosty times on the Pender Harbour Golf Course

FROM THE 19TH 
HOLE...

Do you know that…  
When a woman wears 
a leather dress a man’s 
heart beats quicker, and 
his throat gets dry, he goes 
weak at the knees and he 
begins to think irrationally.

Ever wonder why?
It’s because she 

smells like a new golf bag!

the grass, making it hard and brittle. 
A grass blade is actually 90 percent 
water, therefore it also freezes. 

Walking on frost-covered greens 
causes the plant to break and cell 
walls to rupture, thereby losing its 
ability to function normally

When damaged, the putting 
surface weakens and becomes more 
susceptible to disease and weeds

One foursome can leave several 
hundred footprints on each green, 
causing extensive damage

A short delay while the frost 
melts can preserve the quality of the 
greens and prevent needless repairs.  

STARTING DATES FOR 
NEW SEASON

Men’s Day - Tuesday, March 17
Ladies’ Day - Thursday, March 19 
St. Patrick’s Scramble - Saturday, 

March 21

To proclaim Christ as Lord that many may believe

Christ the Redeemer
Anglican Church

13625 Sunshine Coast Highway

Sunday Worship 9:30am 
For assistance please call 

(604)883-1371
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NEW!

Offi ce supplies   •   Ink   •   PhotocopiesOffi ce supplies   •   Ink   •   Photocopies

604 883 1331
www.wet-coast.com
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Craig Minaker, home offi ce.............. 883-0616

Security • Savings • Solutions
–that’s our policy–

Marine Insurance, Yachts & Resorts

1-800-460-0619

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

5654 Wharf Ave.
Box 1549
Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0

Ph: 604 885-3925
Fx: 604 885-3984

e-mail: taylorelectrics@telus.net

Taylor Electr ics
Home, Industrial, Marine & RV

Hardware

Marine Electronics & Equipment
Solar Energy Products

A
 ACCOMMODATIONS
 • Mt. Daniel Waterfront Resort ................................883-0688
 • Westcoast Wilderness Lodge ..............................883-3667

 ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING
 • Bonnie Murray CMA ..............................................885-0366
 • Coast Group Chartered Accountants. .................885-2254
 • Louise McKay Inc. .................................................883-2622

 ADVERTISING
 • Harbour Spiel .........................................................883-0770

 AUTO REPAIRS & SERVICE
     • Pender Harbour Diesel .........................................883-2616

B
 BEAUTY SALONS
 • Cottage Cuts ..........................................................883-0729
 • PennyLane Aesthetics ..........................................740-6360

 BUILDING SUPPLIES
 • RONA Home Centre ..............................................883-9551
 • Gibsons Building Supplies ..................................885-7121

C
 CARPET CLEANERS
 • Brighter Side Carpet Cleaning .............................883-2060

CONCRETE
 • Swanson’s Ready Mix Ltd. ...................................883-1322

• Design
• Installation
• Maintenance
• Private Inspections

Certified Septic Systems

Mike Sheehan
Registered Practitioner

4684 Cochrane Rd. Box 65
Madeira Park, BC V0N 2H0

Home: 604 883-0260
Cell: 604 885-8441
Fax: 604 883-0261

msheehan@dccnet.com

Sheehan Construction Ltd.

604-220-1720
Bruce Hayter

Garden Bay
PLUMBING & HEATING
GGG
PPGB

883-9593
In the RONA Shopping Plaza

740-6134

BELLERIVE CONSTRUCTION
Builder of Fine Homes

• General Contracting with certifi ed journeymen carpenters
• HPO licensed builder / 2 - 5 - 10 year warranty program
• 25 years building on the Sunshine Coast
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G
 GENERAL STORE
 • Bathgate General Store, Resort & Marina ...........883-2222
     • Oak Tree Market.....................................................883-2411

H
 HARDWARE
 • RONA Home Centre ..............................................883-9551

K
 KAYAKING
 • Westcoast Wilderness Lodge ..............................883-3667

L
LANDSCAPING & GARDENING
 • Alligator Landscaping ...........................................740-6733
 • Gardening 101 .......................................................883-9597

 LOGGING
 • Sladey Timber ........................................................883-2435

M
 MOBILE HOMES
 • Glenbrook Homes .................................................883-0234

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

 COMPUTER SALES & SERVICE
 • Wet-Coast Computer & Design ............................883-1331

 CONSTRUCTION
 • Coast Siding and Windows ..................................883-0630

 DINING
 • Crossroad Grill ......................................................883-9976
     • Harbour Pizza ........................................................883-2543
 • LaVerne’s Grill .......................................................883-1333
 • Legion 112 Galley ..................................................883-2235
 • Inlets Restaurant ...................................................883-3667
     • Triple Bs .................................................................883-9655

 DOCK & RAMP CONSTRUCTION
 • Garden Bay Marine Services ................................883-2722

 DRYWALL
 • Precise Painting & Plaster ....................................883-3693

E
 ELECTRICIANS
     • BG Clerx Electric ...................................................883-2684
 • L.A. Electric ...........................................................883-9188

F
 FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS
 • Sun. Coast Credit Union, Pender Harbour ..........883-9531

FLORIST
     • Flowers by Patsy ...................................................883-0295

Claus SjogrenClaus Sjogren
(604)741-7785(604)741-7785

claussjo@dccnet.com

Royal LePageRoyal LePage
Sunshine CoastSunshine Coast

Independently owned and operatedIndependently owned and operated

AAA PENINSULA
SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

Pat Leech .........................................885-7710

Serving the Entire
Sunshine Coast
For over 30 Years!

9835 Mackenzie Road 
Halfmoon Bay, BC  
V0N 1Y2

w w w . a a a p e n i n s u l a . c o m
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
 MOVIE & DVD RENTAL
 • Coast Video ...........................................................883-1331

O
OFFICE SUPPLIES
 • Coast Video/Wet Coast Computers .....................883-1331

P
 PAINTING
 • Precise Painting & Plaster ....................................883-3693

PETS
 • Harbour Pet Food and Supplies ..........................883-0561
 • Serenclipity Mobile Dog Grooming .....................740-0328       

 PHYSIOTHERAPY
 • Paul Cuppen ..........................................................740-6728

 PLUMBING
 • Roger’s Plumbing & Gasfi tting ............................883-0493

 POWER POLE & LINE SERVICE
 • Midway Power Line Services ...............................885-8822

 PRINTING 
 • Paq Press ...............................................................883-0770

 PROPANE
    • Superior Propane.........................................1-877-873-7467
    • Tyee Propane................................................1-800-567-1131

 PUBS
 • Backeddy Pub .......................................................883-3614
 • Garden Bay Pub ....................................................883-2674

R
 REAL ESTATE
 • Malaspina Realty and Property Management .....741-0720
     • Prudential Sussex .................................................883-9525
 • ReMax Oceanview .................................................883-9212
     • Royal LePage Sunshine Coast.............................741-7785
 • Sutton Group - West Coast Realty ......................740-7885

 RECREATION
 • Pender Harbour Golf Course ...............................883-9541

S
SANDBLASTING
 • West Coast Sandblasting .....................................740-6923
 
SEPTIC DISPOSAL
 • AAA Peninsula Septic Tank Pumping Service ....885-7710

STORAGE
 • Squirrel Storage ....................................................883-2040

T
TOP SOIL
 • Alligator Landscaping ...........................................740-6733

 TREE SERVICE
 • Branch Management Inc. - Certifi ed Arborist .....885-6681
 • Proteus Tree Service .............................................885-8894

TRUCKING SERVICES
 • Double D Trucking ................................................883-9771
 • Hollywood North Dumptruck Service ..................883-1128

Call 604-883-9771
Cel. 604-741-2665

RR-1, S-5, C-71
Madeira Park BC, V0N 2H0

Dale Klassen

MADEIRA MARBLE 
PRODUCTS Bathtubs

Vanity tops
Sinks
Enclosures
Shower bases
Kitchen countertops

madeiramarble@dccnet.com    Tom Sealy, 604-883-2773

CULTURED MARBLE
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FOR ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS!

Call
Mike 

Fawcus 
for a 

quote 

Automotive
Boat/Marine 
Household
Business
Travel

HARBOUR INSURANCE AGENCIES

883-2794 

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

PROTEUS TREE SERVICE

Call Lanny Matkin or Burns Matkin
at Proteus Tree Service

604-885-8894

View Enhancement
Danger Trees

Topping
Trimming

FULLY INSURED
Mobile Chipper
Total Cleanup 

Overgrown Driveways

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

V
 VETERINARIAN
 • Madeira Park Veterinary Hospital Ltd ..................883-2488

W
 WEB DESIGN
     • Wet-Coast Web Design .........................................883-1331

 WELDING
 • Jim’s Welding ........................................................883-1337
 • Western Mobile Welding .......................................740-6923

WELLS AND WATER PURIFICATION
 • SunCoast Waterworks ..........................................885-6127

WINDOW COVERINGS
 • Coastal Draperies ..................................................883-9450

Residential and
Renovation Specialist
BILL REID
reg. #7598
Telephone 883-9309
Cel phone 885-8200

REID ELECTRICREID ELECTRIC

3RD GENERATION DEVELOPING LAND ON THE SUNSHINE COAST

DEAN BOSCH CONTRACTING LTD.DEAN BOSCH CONTRACTING LTD.

883.2496

• ROAD BUILDING     
• LAND CLEARING

WELLS  •  PUMPS  •  WATER PURIFICATION

suncoastwaterworks@dccnet.com

(604) 885-6127

ALJAX HIAB & Transport

Gary Popp: Owner/Operator

Cell: 740-2795
Phone: 885-5543

Based in Halfmoon Bay

Crane Services

Keep your business visible 
with a directory listing.

Call 883-0770 for details.
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SUNSHINE COAST REGIONAL DISTRICT

PARCEL TAX NOTICE
In 2009, the Sunshine Coast Regional District will assess a new Parcel Tax authorized under the Pender Harbour 
Pool Service Establishing Bylaw No. 1075 and the Pender Harbour Pool Parcel Tax Roll Bylaw No. 612. Parcel 
taxes will be assessed on all eligible parcels listed on the Parcel Tax Roll.

The Parcel Tax Roll and bylaws will be available for public inspection at the Administration offi ces of the     
Sunshine Coast Regional District, 1975 Field Road, Sechelt, BC, and the Pender Harbour satellite offi ce, 12828 
Lagoon Road, Madeira Park, BC, during regular offi ce hours from March 9 to March 20, 2007.

The public is welcome to review the roll for correctness and provide written notice of any errors or omissions.  
A person who owns a parcel included on the parcel tax roll may request that the roll be amended respecting a 
matter referred to in Community Charter section 205 (1) [complaints to review panel], but only in relation to 
the person’s own property.

A request to have the roll amended must be made in  
writing and received by 4 p.m., March 20, 2009, in order to 
be considered for 2009. The request should be addressed 
to:

The Collector c/o The Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel
Sunshine Coast Regional District
1975 Field Rd,
Sechelt, BC
V0N 3A1

The Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel will meet on Thursday 
March 26, 2009, 10 a.m. at the:

Sunshine Coast Regional District Board Room
1975 Field Rd.,
Sechelt, B.C.
V0N 3A1

Pre-paid, $20 for 25 words maximum, second month free (space permitting) for non-commercial ads only. 
By mail or e-mail editor@harbourspiel.com.

CLASS ADS

FOR RENT
For rent - Clean, comfortable 2 bed-

room mobile home on private prop-
erty, walk to all Madeira amenities, 
Long term preferred, $800.00/month 
plus utilities. 883-9704 evenings.

FOR SALE
• Charter membership in the Pender 

Harbour Golf Club. Contact Muriel 
Cameron. (604) 883-2609

LOST
• Lost .. tire lost while we were mov-

ing.  Somewhere between War-
nock and Murdoch on Francis Pen.  
Please call 604 885 1336

PERSONALS
• Thin, athletic woman seeks local 

man. 29 yr. old. Professional. Gen-
erous. Likes hockey and origami. 
(604) 883-980 .

SERVICES
• Portraits make an everlasting gift! 

Family & children portrait photog-
raphy services presently offered in 
Pender Harbour by Char’s Photogra-
phy. 604-883-2815.

WORK WANTED
• Light repairs, maintenance and 

detailing on boats and RVs, lawn 
and weed cutting, yard maintenance, 
power washing or house cleaning. 
Alex and Char (604) 741-1572

• Yard and garden cleanup: hedges, 
roofs, gutters, windows, pressure 
washing, odd jobs and dump runs. 
References. Rick (604) 740-9411.

A Special Thank you:
To everyone who sent flowers, cards 

and for the phone calls when I wasn’t 
feeling well. Your caring concern was 

appreciated very much.

Muriel Cameron
Thanks,

Man’s Best FriendMan’s Best Friend
(W.D. Smith Feb. 5, 2009)(W.D. Smith Feb. 5, 2009)

I remember how you used to play
Towing the kids in the wooden sleigh

And you loved to bark and fetch a stick
Asking only for a scratch and a lick

Suntan you’ve been a good friend
Faithful to the family’til the very end

For twenty years you’ve been by my side
A loyal companion through life’s bumpy ride

Sharing unconditional love each day
Making me richer in a special way

Suntan you’ve been a good friend
Faithful to the family’til the very end

And now as we part my breast is full
I shed a tear as my heart strings pull

‘Tis better to have loved despite the pain
For knowing you truly has been my gain

Suntan you’ve been a good friend
Faithful to the family’til the very end.

Love from Neale, Niki , 
Heather and Scot t.
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PHOTOHISTORY - IRVINES LANDING CIRCA 1940

Piepers Point Resort in Irvines Landing circa 1940.
Lee family collection photo

˚ Excavating               ˚ Drainfi eld               ˚ Sand & gravel               ˚ Land clearing & demolition

INDIAN ISLE CONSTRUCTION
If you’ve got rock,

 we’ve got the hammer.

Three sizes of rock hammer 
for all your rock needs.

DON WHITE       883-2747

25 years experience
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HOME PAGE
You gotta stay positive and focus on why we live here

By Alan Stewart

Unless you’ve
been living under a
rock, you know that 
the real estate market 
on the Sunshine Coast 
has changed dramati-

cally in the past six months. 
At the time of writing this article, 

according to the Real Estate Board of 
Greater Vancouver, there have been 
two sales this year in the Pender Har-
bour / Egmont area. 

Compare that to nine sales during 
the same period last year and 12 sales
in 2007. 

Not very encouraging news for 
people wanting to sell their homes 
quickly. 

In a market with so few sales, it’s 
more important than ever that sellers’ 
homes and properties are presented 
in their best possible light and for the 
best possible price.

With two sales in six weeks and 

123 properties listed for sale in the
area, you’ll either have to get in line
and wait or get to the front of the line
by ensuring your property is the best 
deal in town.

Properties
that aren’t priced 
sharply can achieve
a sale when there
is limited product 
on the market or an
overabundance of 
buyers, but that cer-
tainly hasn’t been
the case lately. 

So where did 
all the buyers go? 

Of course we
have our seasonal 
fl uctuations to deal
with, but since
October, it’s been
diffi cult to justify
opening the doors
of a Real Estate
offi ce. 

Over the past couple of weeks,
those of us working in the industry
were able to feel things vibrating
again. 

Not as in past years, but at least a
tremor of life.

It’s different now, of course, with 
concerned buyers looking longer and 
harder before considering making an

offer and sellers giving serious con-
sideration to offers that would have 
been used to start fi res last year.  

Everyone is walking on egg-
shells, primarily because no one 

knows where, 
exactly, the market 
is heading.

But today, a 
gift was delivered 
from the heavens. 

Like the rays 
of golden sun-
light streaming 
through my offi ce 
windows, people 
interested in buy-
ing property in our 
area came through 
the door.  

I had three 
groups of people 
wanting to talk to 
me about securing 
real estate in the 
Harbour. 

Some were-
thinking long term. Some that wanted 
to buy as soon as they could fi nd the 
right deal.  

They jammed the front offi ce and 
waited patiently as I tried to help each 
one in turn.  

Was it the weather – three days 
of sunshine patched together – that 
had captured people’s interest?  

Something to Squirrel away?
SECURE, HEATED SELF-STORAGE to 5x10 ft.
Central Madeira Park, next to Speed Bump Alley

SQUIRREL STORAGE
LARRY & LINDA CURTISS

CALL 883-2040

Malaspina Realty
& Property Management

#2 - 5549 Wharf Road, Sechelt

Serving the Sunshine Coast

 Professional Services...
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Or was it something else?  
Something intangible? 

On the Feb. 14 I emceed the Val-
entine’s Day Dance at the Community 
Hall, a fundraising event for Abbey-
fi eld House (an assisted living facility 
to be built in Madeira Park).  

Those in attendance didn’t let the 
economic downturn affect them; they 
gave with a smile on their faces. 

It struck me that what makes our 
community so special is not just the 
spectacular waterfront or the awesome 
array of outdoor activities available to 
residents and visitors.  

What makes our area so special 
are the people that live here. 

Pender Harbour residents, or 
“Pender Harbarians,” as visiting co-
medians’ Moxy Früvous called us as a 
few years back, are about as generous 
a bunch as you’ll fi nd anywhere.  

They are generous with their 
time, talents, and resources.  

People looking to invest in real 
estate on the Sunshine Coast are 
always impressed when I speak with 
them about the long list of community 
organizations in the Harbour.  

It’s things like the Women’s 
Connection, the Gardening Club, the 
artists guilds, the service clubs, local 
churches, volunteer fi re halls, Ser-
endipity Preschool, the Community 
School, the golf course, Power and 
Sail Squadron, Senior Housing So-
ciety, the Music Society, Blues Fest, 
Jazz Fest, Wooden Boat Festival, and 
the newly formed Pender Harbour 
Equestrian Society that make people 
think twice about selecting anywhere 
else to invest on the Sunshine Coast.

It can be a real challenge to com-
municate the “pulse” of Pender Har-

bour and Egmont to people who come 
here for a couple of hours in hopes of 
fi nding their dream property. 

But once they truly understand 
what our community stands for and 
the value of living in a safe, caring, 
and generous town, most of our work 
as realtors is done.

Some nights, after a full day of 

HOME PAGEHOME PAGE

working, coaching, attending meet-
ings and playing soccer ― I lie in bed 
wondering how I got myself so busy. 

Didn’t I move to Pender Harbour 
to relax a little?  

All I know is that on serious 
refl ection, I wouldn’t have it any other 
way. 

Get a Fresh Start on Your Future…. starting in Pender Harbour

Do you need to learn new and essential skills to fi nd work 
or make a transition towards a more fl exible work environment 

and remain in the Pender Harbour area?

If your answer is Yes, register now for:

SELF-EXPLORATION OF SKILLS FOR WORKPLACE SUCCESS (SOS-PART ONE)

This eight week, part-time program will help you to review your present situation 
and develop a “tool box” or portfolio of essential skills tailored to fi t your present 
and future requirements in order to be successful as a person and as an employee 
or contract worker. 

SESSIONS COVERED WILL INCLUDE:
• Developing directions and goals
• Personal and work assessments
• Team-building, communications and networking skills
• Health, safety, employment standards and fi rst aid
• Practical and transferable computer skills and on-line learning
• Money management
• Introduction to self-employment and employment skills
• Transferring skills to project work, examples such as community event 
   planning for April Tools, May Day, long-boarding competition

START DATE: March - afternoon and evening sessions.  Some sessions are   
     optional.

LOCATION:  Harbour Learning Centre, Gonzales Road, Madeira Park and 
  surrounding community 

REGISTRATION: Forms are available at the Harbour Learning Centre in 
          Madeira Park.

This Program is free thanks to sponsorship by the 

LIGHTHOUSE LEARNING NETWORK PARTNERSHIP OF THE SUNSHINE COAST

AND FUNDING BY THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA, OFFICE OF LITERACY AND ESSENTIAL SKILLS 

For further information, please leave a message at 604-883-2826 
or speak to Joanne, Darcie or Jan.
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First-class health care for the people of the Pender Harbour area

NURSING SERVICES – 883-2764
RNs are on duty 8am – 4pm weekdays 
  • Blood tests   • ECGs        • Injections
  • Home Care  • Dressings   • Blood pressure
  • Diabetic and Nutrition Counselling

DENTISTRY – 883-2997Y
Dr. Robert Hynd, Dr. Lisa Virkela
Hygienist
  • Braces
  • Cosmetic Dentistry 
  • Restorative Dental Care Consulting
  • Dentures
  • Surgical Extractions

CHIROPRACTOR – 883-2764
Dr. Blake Alderson, DC
  • Chiropractic care by appointment.
  • Walk-in patients welcome after 3 p.m.
  • Home visits available: (604) 885-5850

MASSAGE THERAPY – 883-9991
Brigit Garrett, RMT
• Please call to book an appointment.

PUBLIC HEALTH
Jayna DeRoon , RN, BSN
  • Well Baby Clinic
  • Child and Adult Immunizations
  **All travel immunizations done in Sechelt

FAMILY NURSE PRACTITIONER
Kimberley MacDougall BA, MSN NP(F) SANE
• Women and Youth Health Services

FOOT CARE NURSE – 740-2890
Sharon Gilchrist-Reed LPN
• Foot care nursing
• Reflexology/Kinesiology

COUNSELLING SERVICES
Tim Hayward – Adult Mental Health
Cheryl Bate – Addiction Services

PHYSICIANS – 883-2344 
Drs. Cairns, Farrer, McDowell, 
Robinson & Vlasblom
Monday to Friday 9am – 5pm
• General/family practice by appointment only
• Please bring your Care Card to all appointments

HARBOUR PHYSIOTHERAPY R – 740-6728
Paul Cuppen, RPT, BSc
  • Musculoskeletal Examinations
  • Sports Injury Treatments
  • Post-operative Therapy/Home Visits

LOAN CUPBOARD
  • Crutches, walkers, wheelchairs
  • Commodes, raised toilet seats
  • Respiratory nebulizers etc.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets Monday and Wednesday evenings – Everyone welcome.
Our board room is available for health related meetings or seminars. Please book in advance.

www.penderharbourhea l th .com
Please check the website for current hours and information.Please check the website for current hours and information.
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HARBOUR HEALTH

Compiled by Linda Szabados RN

HEALTH CENTRE BABY SCALE
With the birth of their fi rst child, 

a couple are suddenly faced with a 
whole new spectrum of bewildering 
questions and situations.  

Fortunately, there are many help-
ful answers and programs available in 
Pender Harbour.  

For example, one common ques-
tion is “Has the baby regained its birth 
weight?” 

Thanks to the generous support 
of the Pender Harbour Health Centre 
Auxiliary, a baby scale is now avail-
able for use at the health centre 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday. 

BIG FOLK, LITTLE FOLK
A benefi cial program offering 

opportunities to glean medical knowl-
edge and communicate with other new 
parents, “Big Folk, Little Folk,” is a 
friendly, family drop-in at the health 
centre. 

It takes place Tuesday mornings 
from 9:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. and is  spon-
sored by Family & Community health 
and coordinated by our public Health 
nurse, Jayna deRoon, RN BSN. 

SERENDIPITY CHILD 
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

The Serendipity Child Develop-
ment Centre across from the Madeira 
Park Elementary School offers a cou-
ple of valuable programs:

• Red Balloon, a parent and tot 
drop-in on Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m. 
to11:30 a.m.

• Preschool for three to fi ve year 
olds, three days per week from 8:45 
a.m. to 11:45 a.m.

Contact co-co-ordinator Gwen at 
(604) 883-2316 for more information.

AQUATIC PROGRAMS
Pender Harbour Aquatic and Fit-

ness Centre offers a number of activi-
ties for babies’ and children’s enjoy-
ment and physical development: 

• Tumble Tots ’n Swim on Fri-
days, 1 p.m.to 2 p.m. includes gym 
activities and a Red Cross lesson

• Water Babies is for youngsters 
age 4 to 36 months, with a parent.

• Red Cross Swim Kids, Tues-
days 3:15 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

• Wee Wet Set for kids ages 3-5 
years, Wednesdays 2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

The centre’s staff are very enthu-
siastic and helpful and can be reached 
at phone: (604) 885-6866 or email: 
phaquatic@scrd.ca.

 
MISCELLANY OF PROGRAMS

A number of exciting new pro-
grams offered in our community are:

• Strong Start is a fabulous free 
program of early learning at Madeira 
Park Elementary School. A warm wel-
come is extended children from birth 
to age fi ve, with parents, grandparents, 
and caregivers. Hours are 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Monday through Friday. It even 
includes a light lunch.

• Kinder Spark is for children 
entering Kindergarten this September. 
This is a 12-week family program for 
1½ hours weekly, beginning in March.  
Call (604) 885 6787 for more infor-
mation.

• Spark, Ready Set Learn is a 
program designed for parents to learn 
strategies and activities they can do 
with their preschool children. It is 
scheduled for Feb. 23 from 3 p.m. to 
5 p.m.  

To register call (604) 885-6787.  
At this time parents can sign their 
children up to receive a free book 
monthly.

MISCELLANY OF PROGRAMS

A focus on family services
FAMILY RESOURCES

•  BC Healthy Kids Program 
-  www.eia.govbc.ca/bchealthykids.  
This program helps low income fami-
lies with the costs of basic dental care 
and eyewear for their children.

• Safety Information and Injury 
Prevention and Information - www.
injuryresearch.bc.ca

• Health Canada - www.hc-sc.
gc.ca

• BCAA Traffi c Safety Founda-
tion -  www.tsf-bcaa.com

• Safe Kids Canada -  www.
safekidscanada.ca

• BC Children’s Hospital -  www.
cw.bc.ca

• Canadian Pediatric Society -  
www.cps.ca

• Fire prevention for Kids -  
www.sparky.org

• Canada Safety Council -  www.
safety-council.org

• Canadian Institute of child - 
Health -  www.cich.ca

For the other end of the age spec-
trum, a Seniors’ Forum will be held 
at the Pender Harbour Music School 
four Thursdays in April, starting at 
10:30 a.m. 

• April 2: Emergency Prepared-
ness with Bill Elsner

• April 16: Seniors Housing with 
Sue Jackel 

• April 13: Wills and Estates with 
Alison Sawyer

• April 30: Finances with Louis 
Legal

Everyone is welcome.  There 
is no fee, but if you wish to stay for 
lunch there will be a $5 charge.
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HARBOUR ALMANAC

THE DAYS

Mar. 1 ~ John Ellis, Bob Hubbard and 
Linda Dunaway.

Mar. 2 ~ Sandra Bosch and Marcus Delaney.
Mar. 3 ~ Ernie Carswell, Lana Ross, Terry 

Bosner and Jim Reid.
Mar. 4 ~ Brian Lee.
Mar. 5 ~ Mackenzie Stewart, Kirk Mackie, 

Brigit Garrett, Sylvia Heiliger, Alicia McDon-
ald and Valerie Reid .

Mar. 6 ~ Ron Minch.
Mar. 7 ~ Mitch Higgins and Cassidy Craig-

Watters.
Mar. 8 ~ Jeremy Morin and Trevor Tiefen-

bach.
Mar. 9 ~ Mary Cain, Bobbie Wendland, 

Eldor Dougan and Denise Cymbalist.
Mar. 10 ~ Stuart McLean.
Mar. 11 ~ Tannis Campbell and Gayle 

Adams.
Mar. 12 ~ Alicia Cummins, Sunny Charbo-

neau and Gord Wenman.
Mar. 13~ Ian McDonald and Paul McDon-

ald. 
Mar. 14 ~ Peter Hunsche and Heather 

Smith.
Mar. 15 ~ Bev Higgins, Arlen Howitt, Car-

issa Gilkes and Justin McKimm.
Mar. 16 ~ Steve Hanna and Brad Zayshley.
Mar. 17 ~ Bill Bradshaw, Jim Weir,  

Michelle Cymbalist and Chris Cavielier.  
Mar. 18 ~ Mike Reid, John Struthers, 

Tayler Metcalfe, Blair Landry,  Janie Arduini 
and Michelle Bernier.

Mar. 19 ~ Megan Knock.
Mar. 20 ~ Larry Curtiss, Patrick White, 

Kim Smail and Tammy Collins.
Mar. 21 ~ Melissah Charboneau and David 

Massullo.
Mar. 22 ~ Eric Graham, Margaret Hartley, 

Ross Palmer and Dennis Cotter.
Mar. 23 ~ Mary Ann Haase and Barb 

Cowan.
Mar. 24 ~ Jane Reid, Heather Fearne, and 

Doris Pride.
Mar. 25 ~ Hailley Schroeder, Lexine Scou-

lar, John Seabrook and Shirley Norish.
Mar. 26 ~ Motoko Baum and Halle Bosch.
Mar. 27 ~ Maureen Lee, Donna Edward-

son, Cole Edwardson, Doris White and Rick 
Wagner Jr.

Mar. 28 ~ Tom Barker, Joka Roosen and 
Jill Bennett.

Mar. 29 ~ Rod Webb and Terry Jacks.
Mar. 30 ~ Del Deguire.
Mar. 31 ~ Merv Charboneau.

BIRTHDAYS

Garfield Kelly
Cel. 740-6705  •  Tel. 883-1317

KELLY MECHANICAL

Mobile Marine Mechanics
Small Engine Repair

INBOARDS, OUTBOARDS,
Generators, Chainsaws, Lawnmowers

25 YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

(604) 883-9551
contractsales142@rona.ca

The Canadian     How-To People     

TOP SOIL
AVAILABLE

PISCES: FEB. 19 - MAR. 19
Pisceans have a boundless imagination and a natural aptitude for acting. They are 

sympathetic, highly tolerant and incurable romantics. Pisceans are often religious or 
mystical. Of all the astrological signs, Pisces make the best lovers. Get with one.

ARIES (MARCH 20–APRIL 20)
The sign of the ram gives Arians loyalty, generosity, high energy and courage. They 

love adventure and often fi ercely defend the underdog. Aries typically do not wash let-
tuce before eating.

MARCH ASTROLOGY
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ESSENTIAL SKILLS FOR WORK AND COMMUNITY LIFE

Lighthouse Learning Network (LLN) is offering free Essential Skills training to improve 
workplace literacy and basic skills required by our communities’ employers, employees and 
potential employees.

Essential Skills enhance the ability to adapt to change. They are transferable... from 
job to job, job to career and into many aspects of daily life in the community. Recently the            
Government of Canada and other national and international agencies have identifi ed nine       
“Essential Skills”:

EMPLOYER SURVEY ― Employers on the Coast are invited to fi ll out a brief survey regarding their 

particular needs for Essential Skills training in their workplace, to assist LLN in developing training 

workshops. Further information can be obtained at: survey@lighthouselearning.ca.

Lighthouse Learning Network is a partnership of Sunshine Coast Community Schools, Capilano University and Sunshine Coast 
Community Futures. This project is funded by the Government of Canada, Offi ce of Literacy and Essential Skills.

1. Reading
2. Document Use
3. Numeracy
4. Writing
5. Oral Communication

6. Working with Others
7. Thinking
8. Computer Use
9. Continuous Learning

Offering recreation, sport and lifelong 
learning programs and services for the north 

Sunshine Coast.

RECREATION AND SPORT PROGRAMS

YOUTH DROP-IN VOLLEYBALL:
PHSS Gym, Thursdays, 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
$3/drop-in fee per night

HOCKEY NIGHT IN PENDER:
PHSS Gym , Mondays, 7:30 p.m. to 9:30 
p.m. Young men, Ages 14 +. $3/drop-in 
fee.

ANNUAL SPRING RUGBY CAMP:
Watch for posters 

P. H. MOUNTAIN BIKING PROGRAM 
“In the works.” to start in April

SPRING PERENNIAL PRUNING
March 25, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Caron Gar-
dens, Garden Bay 

ROCK WALL BUILDING (FOR WOMEN)
April 8, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m., Caron Gar-
dens, Garden Bay 

DRIP IRRIGATION INSTALLATION
April 8, 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. Caron 
Gardens, Garden Bay 

BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY AND
LIFELONG LEARNING PROGRAMS

REGISTRATION FOR COMPUTER CLASS 
STARTS ON MARCH. 3. 
Space is limited so please register early! 
(Both daytime and evening classes will be available.)

• Introduction to Computers 
• Windows® level 1- Starts March 3
• Windows® level 2 - Starts March 31  
• Microsoft Word® - Part 1, Microsoft    
   Offi ce® - Starts March 5
• Microsoft Word® - Part 2, Microsoft 
   Offi ce® - Starts April 2
• Email - Starts March 12

PENDER HARBOUR COMMUNITY 

SCHOOL SOCIETY &

HARBOUR LEARNING CENTRE

5012 GONZALES ROAD,

MADEIRA PARK, 

PH: (604) 883-2826  

FAX: (604) 883-9363

PHCS@DCCNET.COM

WWW.PHCOMMSCHOOL.CA

On the 

elementary 

school 
fi eld!

P. H. Community School AGM: March 24P. H. Community School AGM: March 24
5:30 p.m. Harbour Learning Centre5:30 p.m. Harbour Learning Centre

HARBOUR ALMANAC

OF MARCH

TEMPERATURE
Our average March daily high  is 9.2 C, our average daily low 4.3 C, giving us a

mean daily temperature of 6.7  C.  The highest March temperature recorded is 15.6  C
(March 11,1965); the lowest, -3.3  C (March 3, 1976).

PRECIPITATION
March has an average of 127.7 hours of bright sunshine and 15 days with rainfall.

The monthly total rainfall averages 78.6 mm; monthly total snowfall averages 1.5 cm.
The highest March daily rainfall recorded is 44.7 mm (March 4, 1968). The lowest March
daily snowfall recorded is 8.9 cm (March 2, 1962).

MARCH WEATHER

Thanks to all who supported 
our meat draw this last year. You 
were all great. All of the funds raised 
were very much appreciated. It has 
enabled the club to pay for our dragon 
boat and purchase a used outrigger. A 
huge thanks to the Garden Bay Pub.

 Darlene Kerfoot
Pender Harbour Paddling Society

A Harbour Seal of Approval to 
all the Capilano Crew who did their 

best to keep the Pender Harbour and 
Egmont roads safe under extremely 
diffi cult circumstances.

Barbara Ellison

A big thank you to Troy Calle-
waert (IGA) for the generous dona-
tion and installation of the Commu-
nity Connections poster board next to 
the Credit Union.

P. H. Community School Society 
Board of Directors and Members

HARBOUR SEALS
Free and easy! Approvals or disapprovals!  Please keep 
them short. Send to: editor@harbourspiel.com. 
You must include your full name and a telephone number 
for confi rmation.
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LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
ORGANIZATIONS DIRECTORY

• Aquatic Centre Society  ...............................................883-2612
• Blues Society ..............................................................883-2642
• Bridge Club .................................................................883-2633
• Chamber of Commerce, P. H. & Egmont.....................883-2531
• Christ the Redeemer Church ......................................883-1371
• Coast Guard Auxiliary, Unit 61 ....................................883-2572
• Community Choir ........................................................883-2283
• Community Club, Egmont ...........................................883-9206
• Community Club, Pender Harbour ..............................883-2715
• Community Policing ....................................................883-2026
• Community School Society .........................................883-2826
• Egmont Volunteer Fire Department .............................883-0012
• GRIPS (Recycling Society)  ........................................883-1165
• Garden Bay Sailing Club .............................................883-2689
• Gardening Club ...........................................................883-0295
• P. H. Golf Club .............................................................883-9541
• Guides, Brownies, etc. ................................................883-2819
• Harbour Artists ............................................................883-2807
• Harbourside Friendships (Thur. 10:30 -1 p.m.) ...........883-2764
• Health Centre Society .................................................883-2764
• Health Centre Auxiliary ................................................883-0522
• Hepatitis C Connection ...............................................883-0010
• InStitches (1st Monday, 11 a.m., PH Health Centre) ...883-0748
• Iris Griffi th Centre ........................................................883-9201
• Lions Club, Egmont .....................................................883-9463
• Lions Club, Pender Harbour (1st & 3rd Tues.) ............883-1361
• P. H. Music Society ......................................................883-2689
• P. H. Paddling Society .................................................883-3678
• Pender Harbour Choir (7:30 pm Tues) ........................883-9273
• Piecemakers (quilters, 1st & 3rd Wed. 9:30 a.m.) .......883-3662
• Power & Sail Squad (2nd Wed. Legion) ......................883-0444
• Red Balloon Parent & Tot drop-in ................................885-5881
• Reading Centre Society ..............................................883-2983
• Rotary Club (noon Fri. Garden Bay Pub) ....................883-1350
• Royal Cdn Legion 112 .................................................883-2235
• Skookumchuck Heritage Society.................................883-9994
• St. Andrew’s Anglican Church .....................................883-9927
• St. Mary’s Hospital Auxiliary (2nd Wed. @ 1 p.m.) ......883-2563
• Seniors’ Housing Society (3rd Thur.) ...........................883-9883
• Serendipity Preschool .................................................883-2316
• Suncoast Players ........................................................883-9277
• Sunshine Coast Community Based Victim Services ...885-0322
• Volunteer Fire Dept (Wed. evening) ............................883-9270
• Wildlife Society (3rd Tues. PHSS) ...............................883-9853
• Women’s Cancer Support ...........................................883-9708
• Women’s Connection (2nd & 4th Tue.) .......................883-9313 
• Women’s Outreach Services .......................................741-5246

~ ORGANIZATIONS ~
CENTRAL BASEBALL LEAGUE 2009 SEASON

Central Baseball registration forms available for 
kids born between 1991and 2003 at www.deeprooted.ca/
cbl. Drop off at the Petro Canada station in Kleindale. For 
more information call Peter Nattall at (604) 883-2000.

PENDER HARBOUR FALL FAIRE SOCIETY AGM
The Pender Harbour Fall Faire Society is having 

its AGM at 11:30 a.m., Friday March 6 at the Legion in 
Madeira Park. We host this multi-faceted event on the fi rst 
Saturday of October ― this year is Oct. 3.  We do need 
more volunteer involvement and new ideas to keep this 
event in the future.  If you could contribute any amount of 
your time it would be greatly appreciated or if you would 
like to come to learn more about this event, please come to 
our AGM.

PENDER HARBOUR WOMEN’S CONNECTION
On Tuesday, March 10, the team from Studio 2545, 

located in Sechelt, will create their magic with a makeover 
for one of our members  and give us tips on caring for our 
mature skin. Don’t miss “Fun in the Kitchen with Doug 
Davis,” on Tuesday, March 24.  Both gatherings will be 
held at the School of Music in Madeira Park. Members, 
non-members and drop-ins are always welcome. 

PENDER HARBOUR LIVING HERITAGE SOCIETY
The planning has begun for the 8th annual April Tools 

Wooden Boat Challenge and the Pender Harbour Living 
Heritage Society is looking for help.  Scheduled for April 
25, this year’s event will feature a materials list that will 
produce boats unlike any seen in previous years, and the 
builders will only have one hour to fi gure out how to do 
it! To enter or volunteer, please call Richard or Jackie at 
(604) 883-0539 or e-mail jackieordronneau@gmail.com.

THE P. H. AND DISTRICT WILDLIFE SOCIETY
 The P. H. and District Wildlife Society welcomes 

Katie White to its  March 17  meeting at Pender Harbour 
High School at 7:30 p.m.   Katie will  report on the results 
of the fi rst Bio Blitz to have been held  here in 2008, and 
present the Lagoon Society’s plans for the 2009 Bio  Blitz.   
A Bio Blitz  is a 24-hour survey of  all species of plants 
and animals within a a chosen area of inspection. It is a 
perfect way to bring together  scientists, naturalists and the 
public in a celebration of biodiversity.

LOCATED AT THE PENDER HARBOUR COMMUNITY SCHOOL:
Sunshine Coast Employment Centre is now offering

NO COST EMPLOYMENT SERVICES/SUPPORT/INFORMATION

Wednesdays from 11:30 - 3:30 

To book an appointment call:
604-885-7443   •   www.scces.ca
an initiative of m. magas & associates

Funded in whole or part through the Canada/BC Labour Market Development Agreement

To book an appointment call:
604-885-7443   •   www.scces.ca
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LOCAL ORGANIZATIONSLOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

HOW LONG WILL IT TAKE?
An hour will probably do it, 

maybe just a bit longer.

WHAT HAPPENS THEN?
Join in the fun at the BBQ at 

Baker Beach; no need to bring any-
thing, hot dogs and liquid refreshment 
are provided. Things get underway 
straight after the cleanup.

WHERE IS BAKER BEACH?
Along Francis Peninsula Road, 

fork left at Warnock Road, along War-
nock to fi rst left, which is Davis Road. 
Follow Davis Road to the end.

WHO DO I TALK TO IF I HAVE 
MORE QUESTIONS?

For Garden Bay Lake area, call 
Charlie Park at (604) 883-0453, for 

Irvines Landing/Garden Bay call Ray 
Bunt at (604) 883-9779. In Madeira 
Park call John Rees at 883-9033 or 
Barry Ashley at (604) 883-0053. 

Come out with friends and the 
kids, clean up our place, socialize 
and have some fun. Anyone who can 
help pick up the full garbage bags 
with their pickup truck  will be most 
welcome ― please contact one of the 
above. 

Power and Sail Squadron Go Green Day ― Sunday March 15
Submitted by P. H. Power 

and Sail Squadron

It’s that time of year again ― 
everything’s sprouting green and 
spring is in the air. 

Our now customary beach and 
road clean up is set to take place on 
Sunday, March 15 when everything 
is green! Everyone is invited to join 
in to help give our beautiful Harbour 
a spring cleaning. As is the custom 
in past years, John Rees will be host-
ing a barbeque in the SCRD park at 
Baker Beach in Madeira Park (Francis 
Peninsula).

I’D LOVE TO HELP, 
WHERE DO I GO?

Decide which is best for you and 
turn up at one of the following meet-
ing points:

• Millennium Park, Madeira Park
• Ray and Aline Bunt’s at 13274 

Potts Lane, off Sinclair Bay Rd. in 
Garden Bay.

• The pumphouse at the south 
end of Garden Bay Lake.

WHAT TIME DO WE MEET AND 
WHAT DO I NEED TO BRING?

Be there at 10 a.m. and you will 
be issued garbage bags and assigned 
an area to be cleaned up. We will 
arrange pick-up and disposal of the 
fi lled bags. A stick with a nail in the 
end might be useful to save your back.

CONCRETE — IT’S OUR BUSINESS!CONCRETE — IT’S OUR BUSINESS!
46 years serving Pender Harbour and the Sunshine Coast46 years serving Pender Harbour and the Sunshine Coast

PIT RUN   PIT RUN   • •   PIT SAND     PIT SAND   • •   DRAIN ROCK  DRAIN ROCK
at our gravel pit in Kleindale/Madeira Parkat our gravel pit in Kleindale/Madeira Park

(604) 883-1322(604) 883-1322 
W.G. SUTHERLAND SALES & SERVICE LTDW.G. SUTHERLAND SALES & SERVICE LTD  
Phone: Phone: 604-883-0785604-883-0785 Mobile:  Mobile: 604-740-7869604-740-7869

 SMALL ENGINE REPAIRS 
Certified Mechanic

All Makes & Models

Time for a spring tune-up?

PRECISE
Painting & Plaster
Complete Custom Painting

All Phases of Drywall
The Finest Finishing

Free Estimates
30 Years of Experience

Journeyman Workmanship

Neale Smith 883-3693

Now an SCRD park, beautiful Baker Beach will be the site of the post clean-up BBQ.
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BOOKSBOOKS

By Theresa Kishkan

Last month I 
looked at two non-
fi ction books writ-
ten by men. This 
month I’d like to 
give equal time to 

two books by women. 
Both are examples of the mem-

oir, a form that differs from an auto-
biography in that the memoirist will 
choose to highlight aspects or themat-
ic patterns of experience rather than 
telling a life’s story from beginning to 
end. A memoir employs conventions 
of both fi ction and non-fi ction, art in 
service to memory.

Lorna Goodison’s From Harvey 
River (McClelland & Stewart, 2007) 
has a telling subtitle: A memoir of my 
mother and her people. Goodison’s 
mother, Doris Louise Harvey, was 
one of eight children born to Margaret 
and David Harvey of Harvey River 
in the parish of Hanover in Jamaica. 
Doris and her sisters were known as 
the fabulous Harvey sisters for their 

beauty and accomplishments. 
Goodison, a seasonal resident of 

Halfmoon Bay, explores her mother’s 
childhood at Harvey River where she 
grew up in a loving generous house-
hold, one whose rhythms 
refl ected the river where 
children learned to swim, 
where their clothing was 
washed and spread on 
the rocks to bleach in 
the sun, and where they 
learned from their parents 
about the complicated 
social hierarchies that 
governed the community. 
This is told with vivid 
attention to detail and 
with dialogue as colour-
ful as the plants that grew in wild 
profusion at Harvey River. Phrases of 
song thread through the text: “Jubilee, 
Jubilee. Me get full free…”; “Attar 
of roses, attar of roses, good for your 
noses!”

After Doris married Marcus 
Goodison in 1931, life continued to 
be good. Lorna’s parents moved to 
Malvern, in the parish of St. Elizabeth, 
and opened their home to friends and 
family. Nine children were born to 
them. But then their luck changed. 

They lost both house and business. 
Forced to move to Kingston, they 
faced hardships. Living in poverty 
among strangers and violence, Doris 
insisted on certain domestic stand-

ards, raising her children 
to be well-mannered and 
kind. She was the fi erce 
core of their lives.

 This is a record 
of generations, of freed 
slaves, of colonial struc-
tures, of hybridity (Eng-
lish, African, Arawak, 
Irish), of the way stories 
themselves are hybrids 
of time and class, and of 
how details change with 
the tellers. The constant is 

the presence of Harvey River itself, a 
moving parable of family and belong-
ing: 

“For the fi rst time I saw the 
river that was named for my mother’s 
people. Then, it seemed like a huge 
wide green sea with the cleanest 
swift-moving water… I felt somehow 
that I would never come to any harm 
as long as I was immersed in that 
water named for my family. I felt that 
I should allow the currents to sweep 
me along and whenever I sensed that 

Olding and Goodison memoirs richly deserving of our readership

Keith Shaw photo
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got wood?got wood?

Call Steve: (604) 740-6686Call Steve: (604) 740-6686
Alder  •  Fir  •  Hemlock  •  MapleAlder  •  Fir  •  Hemlock  •  Maple

ALEXANDER TSELYAKOV
Sunday, March 8 @ 3 p.m.

Pender Harbour School of Music

Sponsored in part by Alan and Margaret Skelley

Tickets:  $20 at John Henry’s 
   Harbour Insurance
   Sechelt Visitor Centre
   Gaia’s Fair Trade

 For information, please visit:
www.penderharbourmusic.ca

Presents
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BOOKSBOOKS

I was out too deep, I would just wade 
back to where my feet could touch the 
ground.” 

 Susan Olding is the daughter 
of a pathologist as well as being an 
accomplished writer 
and teacher. In her 
memoir, Patholo-
gies: A Life in Essays 
(Freehand Books, 
2008), she brings 
a clear and precise 
perspective to the 
dissection of her 
experiences. 

Olding is truly 
her father’s daughter. 
When she was seven 
years old, he took 
her to his lab and showed her jars of 
organs on shelves. “‘Go ahead, Susie,’ 
he said. ‘Go ahead and tell me what 
you see. You’ve had a good look now, 
a good long look. So name it. Name 
it.’” And in this book, she proceeds to 
do just that. She names what it is to 
be the daughter of a brilliant troubled 
man, to be an unhappy adolescent, a 
hopeful bride, law-school drop-out, 
to experience divorce and a second 
marriage, and the painful realization 
that she cannot conceive a child. In 
the most powerful section of the book, 
she names what it is to adopt a child 
from an orphanage in China and then 
to cope with the diffi culties inherent 
in that process.

While Susan Olding is watch-
ing her daughter Maia play in a park 
with other children, one of the moth-
ers asks her a question about birth and 
then says, “Oh, right. I forgot. You 
did it the easy way.” This inspires an 
essay, “The Easy Way,” detailing the 
long journey from fertility treatments 
to meetings with social workers to 
the 13-hour fl ight to China to meet 

Maia in a Hangzhou orphanage. In an 
earlier essay, “Push-Me-Pull-You,” 
the reader learns of the labels given to 
Maia’s behavioral diffi culties, every-
thing from Attention Defi cit Hyperac-

tivity Disorder to Reactive 
Attachment Disorder; any 
notion that adoption is “the 
easy way” is quickly dis-
pelled. 

Pathologies is a deeply 
intelligent and original book. 
The concluding “The Story 
Lab” brings us full circle, 
from the medical lab at the 
beginning to bedtime stories 
told by a father to his chil-
dren who insist, “We don’t 
want a fairy tale. Tell us 

about ourselves.” 
Lorna Goodison’s From Harvey 

River won the 2008 B.C. Award for 
Canadian Non-Fiction. Susan Olding’s 
Pathologies was long-listed for the 
2009 award. Both are richly deserving 
of our readership.

Harbour Publishing
www.harbourpublishing.com

Seashore & Seashell Guides 
for the Pacific Northwest

The Beachcomber’s Guide to 

Seashore Life in the 

Pacific Northwest, Revised Edition
J. Duane Sept
$26.95

A Field Guide to Seashells 

& Shellfish of the 

Pacific Northwest

Rick Harbo
$7.95

TALEWIND 
B O O K S

“There is no better frigate like 
a book to take us lands away...”

EMILY DICKINSON

5494 TRAIL AVENUE
SECHELT

604-885-2527
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We need your 
help!  

 
There are only   

 
4 months left 

 
to raise an additional  

 

$170,000 
 

to reach our target of 
$400,000   

 
or we will lose   

 
a  
 

$100,000 pledge  
 

from 
 

the Vancouver Real 
Estate Foundation 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The need for supported seniors’ 
housing is becoming acute on the 
Sunshine Coast.  There is no 
seniors’ housing available in Area 
A and the SCRD 2006 census 
shows Pender Harbour has the 
fastest growing seniors’ population 
on the coast. The median age in 
Pender Harbour is 54.1 and that 
includes 25 per cent over the age 
of 65.  We need this facility now… 
not 5 years from now.   Work is 
underway to revisit the initial plans 
for potential cost savings and to 
target an early 2010 
groundbreaking.   We need the 
community’s support to achieve 
our aggressive but realistic goal 
and to accelerate bringing this 
much-needed facility to our 
community. 
 
Donations may be sent to: 
 
Area A Seniors Housing Project 
PO Box 264 
Madeira Park, BC 
V0N 2H0  
 
Queries and suggestions are 
welcomed by Paul Cuppen at 
pcuppen@dccnet.com 
or 604.883.9883 
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AND ANOTHER THING...

By Shane McCune

Bowing to pressure from a sepa-
ratist group, the National Battlefi elds 
Commission cancelled this summer’s 
proposed re-enactment of the 1759 
Battle of the Plains of Abraham near 
Quebec City.

“Yes, it was because of us that 
they have cancelled it,” crowed Patrick 
Bourgeois, leader of Le Réseau de 
résistance du Québécois (approximate 
translation: “The Losers’ Club”).

He called the re-enactment “fed-
eralist propaganda.” 

Apparently the French actually 
won that battle and went on to conquer 
all of North America, where English 
is now spoken only in Victoria during 
tourist season.

Quebec’s motto, emblazoned on 
its licence plates, is “je me souviens,” 
which in France means “I remember.” 

But apparently in Quebec’s idi-
omatic French it translates to “LA LA 
LA! I CAN’T HEAR YOU! LA LA 
LA!”

The fooferaw stunned the Ameri-
can organizers of the event. After all, 
the battle has been restaged outside 
Quebec City several times already, 
most recently in 2004. 

This year’s assemblage of work-
ing stiffs dressed as redcoats, French 
regulars and Québécois militiamen 
was to be the climax of a fi ve-year 
campaign of re-enactments marking 
the 250th anniversary of the Seven 
Years War.

They have already re-created 
battles in which their beloved George 
Washington (then a British general) 
was humiliated by the French, and 
they also plan to restage the Battle 
of Ste-Foy, when the French briefl y 
erased Wolfe’s gains. 

No word on whether the separa-

tists object to that.
Americans love this stuff. 

They’re forever dressing up in period 
costume and shooting blank-fi lled 
muskets to re-enact their Civil War. 
(Usually when they take this act on 
the road they use contemporary weap-
onry with live ammo, but they were 
kind enough not to do that this time.)

The poor Americans, with their 
infamous ignorance about the wider 
world, probably had no idea the battle 
was all about the subjugation of fran-
cophone Canadians. 

The benighted Yanks probably 
had the idea it was one battle in a 
protracted clash of European empires 
involving Britain, France, Prussia, 
Austria, Hanover, Sweden, Saxony, 
Russia and Spain at a time when 
French Canada — or any other kind 
of Canada —didn’t exist.

The separatists aren’t having 
any of that. They’re bound and de-
termined to consider themselves the 
losers of the battle, and no federal 
bureaucrat or American tourist is go-
ing to deprive them of their right to be 

insulted, and to demand that the insult 
be withdrawn.

They may be on to something. 
Wouldn’t the world be a happier place 
if none of us had to be reminded of 
past defeats?

To spare the feelings of Germans, 
let there be no more movies about the 
two world wars of the last century. At 
the very least, leave Tom Cruise out 
of it.

The British should stop humiliat-
ing themselves with annual re-enact-
ments of the Battle of Hastings, where 
the French defeated them, and the 
French should stop humiliating them-
selves in re-creations of the Battle of 
Waterloo, where the British defeated 
them. 

Hush up about the Alamo in 
Texas, zip it about the Spanish and 
Portuguese in Latin America, can the 
Crusades in Muslim countries, corral 
the cowboy movies anywhere near 
a First Nations reserve . . . and just 
don’t mention the war — any war — 
to the Italians.

Suffering the pains of Abraham

Open 7 days a week  •  9 am - 7 pm     883-9100

Stop by and meet Dan 

the new Meat Manager

BBQ SEASON IS COMING!
~Custom cuts upon request~
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The Stonewater Motel
Large comfortable motel rooms, all complete with         

kitchenettes and large decks. 
With our Garden Suite you will enjoy a one bedroom 

unit with a living room equipped with a sofa bed plus a full      
kitchenette. Our standard Motel Suite will accommodate your 
basic needs and more with a queen size bed as well as a full 
kitchenette.

ACCOMMODATION OF THE MONTH

Madeira Park

Garden Bay

Egmont

Irvines 
Landing

Earl’s Cove

Egmont, Egmont, 
Pender Harbour Pender Harbour 
& Halfmoon Bay   & Halfmoon Bay   
Accommodation Accommodation 

GuideGuide
6

Redroofs Road

4

5

2

1

9
10

Secret Cove

3

BACKEDDY RESORT 
& MARINA

(604) 883-2298
16660 Backeddy Road

backeddy.ca

10

BLUFF HOLLOW 
DOG FRIENDLY B & B
(604) 883-3678
5027 Bear Bay Road

bluffhollow.ca

2

ROCKWATER SECRET 
COVE RESORT

(604) 885-7038
5356 Ole’s Cove Road

rockwatersecretcoveresort.com

3

CASA
AMARAL

(604) 883-9139
4465 Pollock Road

casaamaral.ca

1

FRANCIS POINT 
B & B

(604) 883-9469
12753 Rondeview Place

francispointbb.com

4

THE 
STONEWATER MOTEL
(604) 883-0046

13483 Highway 101
thestonewater.ca

5

MT DANIEL 
WATERFRONT RESORT
(604) 883-0688

12881 Sunshine Coast Hwy
mtdanielwaterfrontresort.com

6

BATHGATE’S GENERAL 
STORE, RESORT & MARINA

(604) 883-2222
6781 Bathgate Road

bathgate.com

9

Space availableSpace available

Space availableSpace available
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SPORTSSPORTS

Pender girls battle it out with ‘best team in the league’

By Brian Lee

Facing the best team in the 
league, the Pender Harbour Grade 6 
and 7 girls basketball team were in 
tough from the start.

“They are the best team by far,” 
says coach Earl Antilla of the Sechelt 
Wolves, a French immersion school 
team from the Sechelt Elementary 
School.

They played this team a couple 
of weeks ago and lost by a respectable 
margin of 26-20.

This rematch could prove to be 
the turning point in a season that has 
seen the team come together and post 
some impressive victories.

They smothered West Sechelt 
28-12. 

They trounced Halfmoon Bay 28 
to 2. 

Going into the game they sat 
even ― three wins and three losses.

The girls on the Sechelt team 
are mostly Grade 7s and stand a little 
taller than the Pender girls.

“We call them the Trucks,” says 
team member Samantha Warner.

“The other team that was really 
rough to us last week, we call them 
the Bulldozers.”

After two quarters, the home 
team was down 3-10 but was looking 
good. Pender Harbour had a bigger 
bench with 15 players and in a game 

that runs for nine “quarters,” that 
could prove to be decisive late in the 
game.

Defensive coverage was intense 
early on. Neither team was giving up 
points as they battled for loose balls at 
centre court. By halftime ― the fi fth 
quarter ― the score was 7-12.

But something snapped in the 
“Trucks” at halftime. It’s unknown-
what the coach told his players ― it 
was all French ― but whatever he 
said, it worked.

The Wolves came out fl ying and 
the Pender girls watched helplessly as 
every shot they threw up seemed to 
swish through the home team’s hoop.

Pender didn’t give up and battled 
for the balls while trying to get open 
but the in the end, the Wolves had the 
momentum. 

After nine quarters, the score-
board told the story: 8-38.

But you’d never know they just 
got it handed to them by the looks on 
their faces. As the team pranced away 
from the bench looking like they just 
left a school dance, I cornered the 
coaching staff to fi nd out what hap-
pened.

Coaching duties are shared by 
Antilla and Hazel Reid. Reid declined 
to comment on the game, referring 
media inquiries to Antilla.

“It was a tough day for the girls 
― the Sechelt team was really well 

coached,” says Antilla.
“In the end they just scored more 

baskets.”
Coach Antilla says the regular 

season games are just about learning 
and having fun and the score is sec-
ondary. His is a mixed team with a lot 
of juniors and sees this is a building 
year.

 The regular season leads up to a 
big tournament at Chatelech Second-
ary School in late-March where 150 
girls on teams from all over the Coast 
will battle for one trophy.

Defense was the key to Sechelt’s efforts 
late in the game.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

MARCH
Sun. March 1...................Egmont Community Club AGM - Egmont Community Hall, 11 a.m.
Sun. March 1...................Fibreworks reception for “Wearable Stories” by Kerr Grabowski - Fibreworks Gallery, 2 p.m.
Sun. March 1...................Sunday Jam with Larry Cook - Garden Bay Pub, 2 p.m.
Mon. March 2.................P. H. Food Bank pick up - P. H. Community Church, 12 noon
Fri. March 6....................P. H. Fall Faire Society AGM - P. H. Legion, 11:30 a.m.
Sat. March 7...................Madeira Market  - P. H. Community Hall, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Sun. March 8...................Sunday Jam with Joe Stanton & the Precious Littles - Garden Bay Pub, 2 p.m.
Sun. March 8...................P. H. Music Society presents Alexander Tselyakov - P. H. Music School, 3 p.m.
Mon. March 9.................P. H. May Day Comittee Planning Meeting - P. H. Community Hall,  7 p.m.
Tues. March 10...............P. H. Community Club Meeting - P. H. Community Hall, 7 p.m.
Sat. March 14................2nd Annual Dave Howell Memorial Jam - Garden Bay Pub, evening
Sat. March 14............... Spring Break (school reopens March 23)
Sat. March 14.................St. Patrick’s Day Seafood Buffet Dinner & Dance - P. H. Community Hall, 5:30 p.m.
Sun. March 15................P. H. Power and Sail Squadron “Go Green Day” harbour clean up - various locations, 10 a.m.
Sun. March 15................Sunday Jam with Gaetan & the French Connection - Garden Bay Pub, 2 p.m.
Mon. March 16...............P. H. Food Bank pick up - P. H. Community Church, 12 noon
Mon. March 16...............Royal Canadian Legion Branch #112 general meeting - P. H. Legion Hall, 7 p.m.
Tues. March 17...............P. H. And District Wildlife Society presents Katie White - PHSS, 7:30 p.m.
Sun. March 22................Mark Vance - Garden Bay Pub, 2 p.m.
Tues. March 24...............P. H. Community School AGM - Harbour Learning Centre, 5:30 p.m.
Wed. March 25..............Area A APC - PHSS, Rm. #107, 7 p.m.
Sun. March 29.................Sunday Jam with Mark Krissenger - Garden Bay Pub, 2 p.m.
Mon. March 30...............P. H. Food Bank pick up - P. H. Community Church, 12 noon
Mon. March 30...............P.H. Health Centre Auxiliary meeting, P. H. School of Music, 1 p.m.

Calendar listings are provided free of charge by the Harbour Spiel.  Send information to editor@harbourspiel.com by the 15th of the month. 

 
FERRY DEPARTURES

Effective September 2 - June 29, 2009

Crossing time: Langdale 40 min./Earl’s Cove 50 min. Ticket sales end 10 min. before sailing for foot passengers, 5 min. before for vehicles.
See www.bcferries.com for information on added sailings during peak periods.

Saltery Bay
*5:35 a.m.
7:25 a.m.
9:25 a.m.
11:25 a.m.
3:20 p.m.
5:25 p.m.
7:20 p.m.
9:15 p.m.

Earl’s Cove
*6:30 a.m. 
8:25 a.m.
10:25 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
4:25 p.m.
6:25 p.m.
8:20 p.m.
10:10 p.m.

Langdale
♦6:20 a.m.
8:20 a.m.
10:20 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. (Apr. 10 & May 18)
12:20 p.m. 
2:30 p.m.
3:00 p.m. (May 14 / 15 only)
4:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m. (April 9 only)
6:30 p.m.
8:20 p.m.
10:10 p.m. (Oct. 13 / May 18  
only)

Horseshoe Bay
♦ 7:20 a.m.
9:20 a.m.
10:00 a.m. (Apr. 10 & May 18)
11:20 a.m.
1:20 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. (May 14 / 15 only)
3:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. (April 9 only)
5:30 p.m.
7:25 p.m.
9:15 p.m.
11:00 p.m. (Oct. 13 / May 18  
only)

♦ Daily except Dec. 25 & Jan. 1 * Daily except Sundays & Dec. 25

Note: schedule differs slightly for Oct. 10 & 13, 
Dec. 24 & 26, Jan. 1 and May 18 -- see website.



March 2009 Page 43

CLARITY
When you can’t see the 
forest for the trees...

Trust SunCu’s wealth management specialists to bring clarity to
your financial picture with expert advice and proven strategies.

Understanding your options is our job.
Making sure you do is our passion.

For a clearer view of your financial future call Tracy Cousins,CFP 604.883.6820

A subs id iary  of  Sunshine  Coast  Cred i t  Union

SunCu Financial
S E R V I C E S  I N C.

www.sunshineccu.com

I N  P E N D E R  H A R B O U R

SPECIALIZING IN EXCAVATION 
AND BOBCAT SERVICES

A N D R E W  C U R T I S S A N D R E W  C U R T I S S 
C O N T R A C T I N GC O N T R A C T I N G

~From land clearing to landscaping~
8 3 - 2 2 2 18 8 3 - 2 2 2 1

J. WAYNE ROWE LAW OFFICE
12874 Madeira Park Road 

Wednesdays 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
or other days by appointment

(604) 885-0439J. Wayne Rowe B.A LL.B

Lisa C. Rae B.A. LL.B

Come visit our new 

Madeira Park office

(beside Re/Max)



JILL WAGNERJILL WAGNER
(604)740-7885(604)740-7885

W W W. S U T T O N S U N S H I N E C O A S T. C A

You’ll be You’ll be 
“Sold” “Sold” 

on my serviceon my service

           Sutton Group - West Coast Realty

 883~2411 883~2411

 883~9655 883~9655

 883~2543 883~2543

QUALITY PRODUCTS

SUPERIOR TASTE

OPEN DAILY AT 11OPEN DAILY AT 11... (604)883-2674... (604)883-2674
GARDEN BAY PUBGARDEN BAY PUB

COME CHECK OUT
OUR WINTER MENU:

SPECIALS
Saturday: Prime Rib
Sunday: Eggs Benny
Monday: Beer & Burger (Fully loaded with fries)
Wednesday: Chicken wing Wednesday!
Friday: Meat Draws  Proceeds to P.H. Abbeyfi eld House

LIVE MUSIC - SUNDAY JAMS
March 1 - Larry Cook

March 8 - Joe Stanton & the Precious Littles

March 15 - Gaetan & French Connection

March 22 - Mark Vance

March 29 - Mark Krissenger























Don’t miss!


